Midcoast H1N1 Weekly Summary- 10/11/09
Hello, 

This is the Midcoast District Flu Vaccine Weekly Summary for the week ending October  9 , 2009.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.

Attachments and Resources:

         Maine CDC Weekly Summary posted Thursday October  8, 2009.  Please read this summary.  It contains important information about H1N1 surveillance, mitigation, and vaccination. It also includes frequently asked questions the Maine CDC is receiving.

         For additional information from the federal CDC on vaccination, please see their FAQ at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/public/vaccination_qa_pub.htm

 
Upcoming Meetings and Conference Calls:

         Wednesday, October 14, 2009 10:00-11:30 Midcoast Local Health Officer Conference call 1-800-393-0640 passcode 417887
         Thursday October 15, 2009 7:00-8:30; Midcoast Local Health Officer Conference call 1-800-393-0640 passcode 417887
         Friday, October 16, 2009 8:00-10:00 Sagadahoc County Influenza Vaccine team meeting at Midcoast Hospital

         Tuesday, October 20, 2009 10:00-11:30 Knox County Influenza Vaccine Team meeting at Knox County EMA.

         Tuesday, October 20, 2009 1:00-2:30 Waldo County Influenza Vaccine Team meeting at Waldo County Hospital.

New Updates:

         The Midcoast District, like most of the state and nation, is experiencing significant delays in receiving their seasonal flu vaccine.  Many clinics, including school clinics have been delayed until more seasonal flu vaccine is received.  For information on seasonal flu community clinics in the Midcoast District:

         American Lung Association's http://www.flucliniclocator.org/.

         Link to Pen Bay Health's clinics http://penbayhealthcare.org/penbaymedicalcenter/service/Flu_Shot_Listings/
         Link for Waldo's: http://www.wchi.com/SeasonalFlu.htm.
*    Spectrum Generations is hosting a seasonal flu clinic  October 13 from 10:30 – 12:30 at the Coastal Community Center in Damariscotta.

         Please let me know if you have information about other community clinics for seasonal flu.

         H1N1 vaccine has been received by many H1N1 providers in the Midcoast District.  Currently the live, nasal vaccine is being targeted to 2,3,4,5 years old healthy children, household contacts of children less than 6 months old, and certain health care workers.  Most H1N1 vaccine providers are providing H1N1 vaccine to this population through their health care provider offices and practices.  Kno-Wal-Lin and Waldo County Hospital are holding clinics for this targeted priority populations.  Information on their clinics and others can be found at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/schools/calendar/index.shtml 

         Schools will soon become a central focus on vaccinating school aged children.  Schools will soon be able to order and receive vaccine.  Schools should prepare by securing a distribution/storage site, recruiting people to vaccinate, and review the toolkit on the Maine CDC website for paperwork and other information. 

         Currently Maine CDC is encouraging providers to register to possibly become a  H1N1 vaccine providers by submitting the H1N1 Vaccine Provider Form at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/h1n1/provider-agreement-2009-2010.shtml.  Pin number for H1N1 providers have begun to be distributed by Maine CDC.  

Please let me know if there is any additional information you would like included in the summary.
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