Midcoast H1N1 Weekly Summary- 11/1/09
Hello, 

This is the Midcoast District Flu Vaccine Weekly Summary for the week ending October 30, 2009.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.

Attachments and Resources:

·         Maine CDC Weekly Summary posted Thursday October 29, 2009.  Please read this summary.  It contains important information about H1N1 surveillance, mitigation, and vaccination. It also includes frequently asked questions the Maine CDC is receiving.

· Common vaccine questions and answers by Dr. Dora Mills.
Upcoming Meetings and Conference Calls:

· Monday, November 2, 2009: 12:00-1:00 Maine CDC H1N1 Conference Call: This is a time to receive H1N1 updates from Dr. Dora Mills and participate in question and answer session. Conference call: 1-800-914-3396  passcode 473623 
· Tuesday, November 3, 2009: 2:30-3:30 Maine CDC and Department of Education to discuss H1N1 mitigation and vaccine efforts in the schools.  Conference call: 1-800-244-5901 passcode 425582
· Saturday, November 7, 2009: 9:00-1:00 Pen Bay Health Fair
· Friday, November 10, 2009 10:0-11:30 Lincoln County Influenza Vaccine Team meeting at Lincoln County Communications Center

· Thursday, November 12, 2009 10:00-11:30 Knox County Influenza Vaccine Team meeting at Knox County EMA.
· CANCELLED due to upcoming clinics: Tuesday November 3, 2009 9:30-11:00 Sagadahoc County Influenza Team meeting at Midcoast Hospital.
New Updates:

· H1N1 vaccine is arriving in Maine and the Midcoast District.  Due to the delay in vaccine and the urgent need to vaccinate the priority population and create some herd immunity, children and pregnant women are the current focuses for vaccination efforts.  Pregnant women are being directed to their health care provider to receive vaccine.  Some providers have organized clinics (see Know-Wal-Lin information below).  The primary focus for vaccinating school aged children is through the schools.  Children not in school are referred to their health care provider or area clinics.  
· Large scale community clinics for the general population are NOT being planned at this time due to current vaccine delays and need to focus resources on school based vaccine efforts. Once vaccine is more widely available and schools have completed their clinics, we will be planning for community clinics.
· Information about public and restricted (school) clinics can be viewed at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/schools/calendar/index.shtml
· Last week, H1N1 vaccination efforts specific to the Midcoast District include:
· Kno-Wal-Lin from 11:00-1:00 on weekdays at the Kno-Wal-Lin office in Rockland offer H1N1 vaccine to young children, pregnant women, and household contacts of children less than 6 months of age.
· Waldo County Hospital hosted 3 clinics last week for students of RSU 3 and RSU 20.
· With the assistance of Seacoast Missions and Kno-Wal-Lin, all children at Matinicus School were vaccinated.
· Please see the website above for school clinics this week.

· It is important to point out that Maine has only received approximately less than 20% of what they have ordered for H1N1 vaccine.  Therefore, vaccine is trickling into the state.  I realize that it is hard to understand which areas and schools are getting vaccine before others.  I encourage you to read the attached “Common Questions” document.  I regularly communicate with Maine CDC leadership about the gaps and needs in the Midcoast.

· Schools please contact me if you are experiencing any barriers, questions, issues, and/or needs.
        It is not too late to sign up to become a H1N1 vaccine provider site.   Currently Maine CDC is still encouraging providers to register to possibly become a H1N1 vaccine providers by submitting the H1N1 Vaccine Provider Form at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/h1n1/provider-agreement-2009-2010.shtml.  Pin number for H1N1 providers have begun to be distributed by Maine CDC.  

· County Influenza Vaccine Teams (one for each of the 4 counties in the Midcoast District- Waldo, Knox, Lincoln Sagadahoc) have been meeting regularly to plan for vaccination efforts and ensure efficient communication.  These teams include County EMA directors, local hospital, Regional Resource Centers, Healthy Maine Partnerships, school representatives, and others.
Please let me know if there is any additional information you would like included in the summary.
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