Midcoast H1N1 Weekly Summary- 2/5/10
This is the Midcoast District Flu Vaccine Weekly Summary for the week ending February 5, 2009.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.  
Attachments and Resources:  
· To order flu educational posters and magnets, please go to: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/flu-poster-orders.shtml .  Please post these in your offices, communities, and businesses.  Other educational materials can be found at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/freeresources.htm.
· Maine CDC weekly summary posted 2/4/10.

New Updates:

· Disposing of Unused/Expired H1N1 Vaccine

Health care providers who have sufficient supplies and no longer need vaccine that is being shipped to them should contact their local vaccine coordinator to arrange for redistribution. Unused or expired H1N1 vaccines may not be returned to the distributor. If vaccine cannot be redistributed prior to expiration, the health care provider is responsible for disposing of the vaccine appropriately.

For information on hazardous waste disposal in Maine, see the Biomedical Waste Management Rules (06-096 CMR 900): http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/06/096/096c900.doc and 38 MRSA Chapter 13, Waste Management: http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/38/title38ch13sec0.html. 

· Currently in the Midcoast District, I have not heard from providers needing more vaccine.  Please let me know if you need vaccine.  There are a number of places in the Midcoast District that have surplus vaccine that can be redistributed.

· In the coming weeks, there will be multiple evaluation and review efforts occurring across the state to obtain feedback from Maine CDC partners on the H1N1 response, including vaccination activities.  

· On a statewide level, there will be a web based survey for gathering feedback.  Maine CDC leadership will be meeting with stakeholders.  The Muskie School is conducting an evaluation of school clinic efforts.

· Specifically, in the Mid Coast, there will be a brief review at the next Midcoast District Coordinating Council on February 9.  In addition, H1N1 county teams have been and will continue to provide feedback.  When the web based survey becomes available, it will be widely distributed.

· If your organization is conducting H1N1 evaluations and/or reviews and you would like to share your feedback, lessons learnt, ideas, and suggestions with Maine CDC and/or the Midcoast District partners, please contact Jen at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.
· Many people are still susceptible to this virus and would benefit from vaccination. Being vaccinated not only protects you, but it helps protect the people around you who are more likely to suffer serious complications from the flu.  In addition, it is important for children 6 months through age 9 years old to get a booster dose of H1N1 vaccine.
· There are vaccine clinics throughout Maine and the Midcoast District, check the clinic locator at www.maineflu.gov, call 211, or call your health care provider.  
· Please contact me if you are experiencing any barriers, questions, issues, and/or needs in getting vaccine and/or setting up a vaccine clinic.
Please let me know if there is any additional information you would like included in the summary.

 

