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February 17, 2009

Meeting Minutes
The Mid Coast District Coordinating Council Planning Work Group would like to thank everyone that attended the meeting of the third Mid Coast District Coordinating Council. Your participation and attendance was invaluable. In addition, we thank the Department of Health and Human Services for the use of their meeting space.

Below is the meeting minutes from the third Mid Coast District Coordinating Council held on Tuesday, February, 17, 2009 at the Dept. of Health and Human Services Building in Rockland. If you have any corrections, please contact Jennifer Gunderman-King at 596-4278 or jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov. 

Attendees (Organization/Agency): Marianne Pinkham (Spectrum Generations), Suzanne Dunavent-White (Spectrum Generations), Lee Karker (Methodist Conference Home), Marcia Larkin (Penquis CAP—Transportation), Ruth Southwater (Broadreach), Mary Trescott (Youth Promise), Dave Cross, HMP District Tobacco Coordinator, Troy Curtis (Penobscot Bay YMCA), Anne Beebe-Center (Knox County Commissioner), Dale Rowley (Waldo County EMA), Ray Sisk (Knox County EMA), Peta VanVuuren (Rockland District Nursing), Dianne Oelberger (St. George Community Association), Edie Konesni PA-C (Islesboro Health Clinic), Connie Putnam (Knox County Community Health Coalition), Nancy Laite (Knox County Community Health Coalition), Vyvyene Ritchie (Healthy Waldo County), Barbara Crowley (Healthy Waldo County), Linda Christie (ACCESS Health), Nancy Tkachuk (Healthy Waldo County), Donna Deblois (Penobscot Bay Hospital), Pete Levandoski (Islands Community Medical Services), Shey Conover (Island Institute) Steve Garascia (Maine DHHS/CDC), Margory Stratton (Town of Vinalhaven), Becky Miller (Maine Health/Poison Control Center), Steve Trockman (Southern Maine Regional Resource Center), Ellie Libby (Maine Cooperative Extension), Nancy Lewis (Rockland District Nursing), Susan Roake, George Mueller (Knox County Community Health Coalition), Jim Huff (Coastal Trans) Sarah Whytock (Penobscot Bay YMCA) Jennifer Gunderman-King (Maine DCC, Office of Local Public Health) Attendees by phone: Kim Kaiser (Lincoln County EMA), Nancy Boyington (Hutchinson Center), Joyce Steel (Healthy Lincoln County), Hugh Tilson (Sagadahoc Board of Health), Pat Conner (ACCESS Health)

1. Welcome & Introduction

Jennifer Gunderman-King welcomed the attendees to the third Mid Coast District Coordinating Council (DCC). She described the purpose of the meeting as a discussion around all avenues of transportation and introduced guest speaker, Barbara Donavan from the Maine DOT.

2. Barbara Donavan, Presenter

For the past ten years, Barbara has run the Department of Transportation for Hancock and Washington counties. The Department is currently going through a major reorganization, a split between rural and urban.  

3. Presentation Review

The Bureau of Transportation recently conducted a study on transportation. What they found was that the study’s questions put people into two groups, professionals and consumers. The one common thread was that the demand for transportation has increased tremendously. 

The Bureau of Transportation is looking at the big picture: new riders and van pooling are increasing as gas prices soar. One of our problems in Maine is that we are so spread out, there is not enough density. This means we need to do things a little differently and be creative. 

The Bureau is looking at all forms of transportation in Maine. Barbara discussed the following services currently running in Maine:

1. Ferry Service

2. Air Service

3. Passenger Rail Service (example: Downeaster)

4. Commuter Service (example: Go Maine and Carpooling & Park and Ride)

5. Bike Service (pathways)

6. Intercity Bus Service (Portland and Augusta - Concord and Greyhound)

7. Sugarloaf Explorer - Sunday River - Seasonal (Funded by public and private dollars. This is a big benefit for those living and working in the area)

8. Aroostook Express

9. Explore Maine - Wells

10. Island & Shoreline - Trolley Service

The Government instituted Free Fair Fridays. This is a way people can try transit with out paying, from Kittery to Fort Kent. 

People always say transportation is their biggest problem and often write to a government office asking for help. These folks that are asking are often times asking for someone else, a family member or friend. Groups such as churches and families need to network to provide transportation to those who can’t seem to find it elsewhere. If there are empty seats in your van or bus, do some research to see how you can fill those seats. The best way for a transportation business to increase the number of folks getting rides is to increase the number of volunteers. The more volunteers you have the more people can get around.

Barbara stressed that success of public transportation lies in the consumer.  Consumers needs to be motivated, informed about transit services, and empowered to use it.  While the service providers have responsibility to provide needed transit services and infrastructure, the consumers also need to be responsible on knowing how to use public transit to their best advantage.  Barbara referred to the Consumer Transportation Tool Booklet and offered copies to DCC attendees.

4. Jennifer thanks Barbara for her presentation and opens the discussion for questions.

1. Can people use the 211 system to get info on how to get people rides: There are still a lot of issues to work out.

2. What is the DOT’s vision? To safely and efficiently provide transportation in Maine. 

3. Does the DOT plan on putting a fixed transit route from Brunswick to Belfast? You have to find a hook to make it work, we are continuing to look at it.

4. What are the issues when it comes to transportation for the island community?

a. People bring their cars on the ferry because the last bus run ends 20 minutes after the ferry leaves. 

b. If people choose to leave their cars at home, how do they find transportation to the ferry?

c. Once you are off the ferry and you’ve left your car at home, it is difficult to find transportation to get to your appointments.

d. Parking in Lincolnville costs more than paying to bring your car on the ferry.

e. The ferry will not be allowing cars on for about 6-8 weeks this summer, this causes a transportation issue.

5. What challenges do we see for Waldo and Knox counties? In times of disaster or severe storms, how do we provide transportation to those in need especially for the most vulnerable of people like the elderly and disabled? How would we provide items such as oxygen, food, water and medication? These points were taken for review.

5. Lunch, Networking and Next Steps

Light lunch was served. Attendees were encouraged to complete the evaluation form. Jen is to mail out Transportation Survey summary and link to survey responses. DCC Planning Committee will talk about how the DCC can continue to be involved/informed about transportation in the Mid-coast.

To view the Midcoast Transportation Inventory individual and summary results:

    1. Go to SurveyMonkey.com

    2. Type in User Name: Midcoast.DCC 

                    Password: publichealth

    3. Click on My Surveys tab near top of page.

    4. Click on Midcoast Transportation Inventory.

    5. Click on Analyze Results tab near right of page.

    6. For summary results, click on "View Summary Results" or to view individual responses, click on "Browse Responses" tab on left of screen.
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