Cumberland Public Health District – update for the week ending 12/4/09
Produced by Becca Matusovich, District Public Health Liaison

If you have questions or suggestions for information to be included in future updates, 
please contact me at becca.matusovich@maine.gov or 822-0290

Distribution list for this update: Cumberland District Public Health Council (CDPHC), Cumberland H1N1 Leadership Team, MCDC Cumberland Public Health Unit staff, local Healthy Maine Partnership Directors, Local Health Officers, local EMA Directors, school superintendents & nurses in Cumberland County, MaineHealth, Child Care Connections, American Red Cross (please let me know if others should be added).
Part I: H1N1-related updates
Note: This update is not intended to duplicate the MCDC Weekly update, but rather to highlight key points and provide specific updates about the work happening in the Cumberland District 
· The latest weekly MCDC H1N1 update (to be posted 12/3/09) can be found at maineflu.gov. 
· The Southern Maine Regional Resource Center (SMRRC) also produces a weekly update with greater detail about vaccine distribution and other information of interest to health care providers/EMS personnel.  Those updates can be found at www.smrrc.org.

Previous Cumberland District weekly updates will be posted at the following link http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/olph/lphd/district2/updates.shtml, or email becca.matusovich@maine.gov.
The Cumberland H1N1 Leadership Team continues to meet weekly, led by Meredith Tipton, Cumberland Vaccine Coordinator for the Maine CDC, in partnership with the SMRRC, Cumberland County Emergency Management, Portland Public Health, school superintendents, Child Care Connections, VNA HomeHealth & Hospice, and others.  
Key points driving our planning at this time:
Vaccine Supply and Distribution:  
· We received a substantial increase in vaccine availability this week, although overall we have still received less than half of the amount that we had originally been expecting by this point in time.
· By the end of this week, enough doses (about 302,000) will have arrived in Maine to reach about 40% of people within the priority populations (this means that the “ship-to” sites will have received it, not necessarily that the vaccine will all have been administered yet). 
· About 87,800 doses of vaccine will have arrived in the Cumberland district by the end of this week. (note: the district where the provider is located is not necessarily where the vaccine will be administered since patients and providers cross district lines). There are 87 H1N1 providers who have now received vaccine in Cumberland County, out of the 139 who are enrolled as H1N1 providers (some of those who have not yet received vaccine are providers who would not be vaccinating until the priority populations are opened up further, such as large employers, pharmacies, and organizations who are only providing vaccine to healthcare/EMS workers).
· For a visual image of how much coverage can be achieved by the vaccine we have received so far, consider the following chart (please note that each category is part of the other categories above it, they are not four mutually exclusive categories):
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· If all vaccine distributed so far were administered only to those in the highest priority groups (and if it were distributed perfectly across those sites/providers who could reach the people seeking it), we would be getting close to having sufficiently saturated those highest priority groups very soon.  This indicates that people in the top priority groups who are seeking vaccine should be having an easier time finding it now than they were a few weeks ago, either through their health care provider and/or through targeted clinics.

· The current top priorities for vaccine distribution, depending on the availability of the appropriate formulations for each group, are:
· OB providers for pregnant women, and pediatric providers for young kids (6 months - 5 years), caregivers of babies under 6 months, and older children with underlying conditions

· First doses for school clinics (and it now looks like there could be sufficient vaccine for second dose clinics for at least some schools who may be ready to do them in December)

· Clinics for preschool aged children (6 months-5 years)

· Specialists and primary care providers for their patients under age 65 with the most serious underlying conditions (especially respiratory and neuromuscular conditions) that put them at high risk for complications from flu 

· Healthcare providers who are in another high-risk group themselves and/or who have a lot of contact with patients in the high risk groups in inpatient settings

· As vaccine availability in the various formulations increases over the next few weeks, we are likely to see the top priority groups expanded to include:

· Second doses for all children and youth ages 6 months through 9 years old
· Young adults ages 19-24 years old
· People age 25-64 who have health conditions who have not already been reached through the specialty practices initially targeted

· Health care workers providing direct care to high-risk individuals in settings beyond inpatient settings
Progress on vaccine clinics:
School children (5-18 years)

· The following schools/RSUs held clinics this week for some or all of their students. 
MSAD 6 (Bonny Eagle – spans York and Cumberland Counties)

RSU 5 Freeport/Pownal
A few other schools are continuing to hold make-up clinics for students who were unable to be vaccinated when their school clinic took place.

· By the end of this week, all local schools will have completed their first round of H1N1 clinics – congratulations to all on this incredibly successful effort!  There were no new hospitalizations among children reported in the past week, which is a big change from the last few weeks - it is nice to see that all the hard work to vaccinate children paying off!
Young children (6 months-5 years)
Planning is now complete for a series of H1N1 clinics for young pre-school aged children around Cumberland County.  Clinic leadership for each clinic is provided by either VNA Home Health & Hospice/Mercy, HomeHealth VNA, or Portland Public Health.  Assistance is provided by school nurses and EMA in many towns, as well as the host sites who have opened their doors for these clinics.  Thanks to all for your collaboration on this worthy cause!

Any help you can provide in passing the information about these clinics on to parents and others who can publicize them with parents would be greatly appreciated. Please help us distribute the following information through any vehicles you may have to reach parents of this age group:


H1N1 Clinics for young children:

These clinics are open to children between the ages of 6 months and 5 years.  Only H1N1 vaccine will be offered (not seasonal).  People do not have to be from the town where the clinic is located to attend.  Children must be accompanied by a parent (unless the child is part of an organized daycare group that has worked with the clinic coordinator and collected signed consent forms in advance).  Parent consent forms will be available at the door.  These clinics are for first doses; a smaller round of booster clinics will be held in January – dates and locations to be determined.  Third party insurance will be billed (parents should bring their insurance card with them); patients without insurance will not be charged.
Fri Dec 4, 8:30 am-4:00 pm
Portland
Adams School, 54 Moody St

Mon Dec 7, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Windham
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 919 Roosevelt Trail

Tue Dec 8, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Gorham
St. Anne’s Church, 299 Main St

Wed Dec 9, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Scarborough
St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, 150 Black Point Road

Wed Dec 9, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Gray

Gray Country Day School, 119C Portland Road

Thu Dec 10, 9:00 am-1:00 pm 
Freeport
Freeport Fire Station, Main St

Fri Dec 11, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Standish 
Standish Community Center, 175 Northeast Road

Mon Dec 14, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Yarmouth
Sacred Heart Church, 326 Main St

Tue Dec 15, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
South Portland  St. John the Evangelist Church, 29 Aspen Ave
Wed Dec 16, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Falmouth
Falmouth Congregational/UCC Church, 267 Falmouth Rd
Wed Dec 16, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Bridgton
Bridgton Municipal Building, 3 Chase St
Thu Dec 17, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Raymond
Raymond Public Safety Building, 1443 Roosevelt Trail
Fri Dec 18, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Westbrook
St. Anthony’s Church, Brown St

Part II: Other (Non-H1N1) Updates
· Local Health Officers:

No new updates at this time.  I have been trying to make contact with each Local Health Officer in the county.  If you are a Local Health Officer in a town in Cumberland County and you have not had contact with me either by email or phone or in person, you may not be on my LHO list.  Please send me an email (becca.matusovich@maine.gov) or call me at 822-0290 to introduce yourself.
Thanks!

· Cumberland District Public Health Council 
A message from the CDPHC Membership Committee:

The Membership Committee is doing some work to assess how representative the Council's current membership is of the district as a whole, as well as to identify any vacancies on the Council and potential nominees for either the Council or its committees.  The Committee is asking all Council members to fill out a brief online survey (it should take no more than 10 minutes) to help us with this task, and we would love to have the input from other interested parties as well. 

 

The survey can be found at the following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/88GBV6F
 (if you click on the link and get a password window, it is probably due to a firewall on your system. Instead try copying and pasting the link into your browser window directly).

We would like to have all responses by Dec 7th so that we have time to analyze them and prepare for the December Executive Committee meeting.

If you are not currently involved with the CDPHC but are interested in getting more involved and/or getting in the communications loop of the Council, a good first step is to contact Shane Gallagher at STG@portlandmaine.gov and ask to be added to the “interested parties” list.  Even if you have not been an interested party in the past, we are still interested in your input on the survey.

· Maine CDC Public Health Unit

Our newly co-located MCDC Public Health Unit is now scheduled to move in to the new DHHS offices at 1037 Forest Ave on December 14th. The unit includes staff from all of the MCDC programs that have staff based in the district: Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Health Inspection Program, Drinking Water field inspection team, Public Health Nursing, Office of Local Public Health (District Liaison).  Unfortunately, our existing phone and fax numbers cannot be transferred to the new location so we will all be receiving new phone/fax numbers.  Our email addresses will not change.

This week’s Questions:
 

1. When the stimulus money dries up, will the District Liaison positions disappear?
Fortunately, although the timing of the filling of many of the eight District Liaison positions implies a tie to stimulus funds, the DL positions are not funded by the time-limited stimulus funds.  Rather they are supported by a combination of various funding sources that support the state’s public health infrastructure.  The positions also do not reflect an increase in state employees, but instead are position lines that were re-directed from previously existing Augusta-based MCDC positions and re-structured into a District Liaison position to be located out in the field in each district.
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