York District Public Health Council

Executive Committee Meeting

February 25, 2009

2:30-4:30 PM

Hosted by: Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE

655 Main St., Saco, ME
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Minutes
Present: Kathryn Davis, United Way of York County; Steven Trockman, Southern Maine Regional Resource Center; Amanda Walker, Southern Maine Regional Resource Center, Maine Responds; Ted Trainer, Council Co-Chair, Director of Healthy Aging, So. ME Agency on Aging; Rob Yandow, Council Chair, Town Manager, Town of York; Bethany Fortier, Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE; Megan Rochelo, Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE; Maryanna Arsenault, HomeHealth Visiting Nurses of So. ME; Sharon Leahy-Lind District Public Health Liaison -York, Maine CDC, DHHS; Robert Bohlmann, York County EMA, and Michelle Ramirez, Consultant.
Welcome and Introductions:
Rob Yandow, Town Manager for the Town of York and Council Chair welcomed participants to the meeting and initiated individual introductions around the table.

Members thanked Megan Rochelo and Bethany Fortier from Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition at UNE for hosting this Executive Committee meeting

The minutes from the January meeting were accepted. 

Sharon Leahy- Lind, MECDC/DHHS introduced guests Steve Trockman and Amanda Walker, from the Southern Maine Regional Resource Center. 

Steve Trockman MPH, Director of the Southern Maine RRC presented on Health Care Emergency Preparedness

Topical Discussion:

In response to Steve's presentation, participants discussed how to build a Medical Corp Reserve for Southern Maine:
· The participants spoke of creating a list of health providers that can be available (voluntarily) when a disasters occurs.  Currently the only resource available is 211. 

· Also discussed was the possibility of developing a task force that can aid communities during disasters and also implement a MERC team that can provide a plan for a these task forces on preparedness according to the community’s specific needs. 

· Sharon noted that one of the gaps identified by the Sanford community in York District during the recent ice storm and power outage was the inability to identify who might need help. Some suggested a voluntary registration system/well-check registry offered by a specific town or county organization that could manage needs and provide aid to these citizens. Also suggested, if needed, was a local-based plan for mobilizing during a power outage, which would include door to door well-check service.

· Another member suggested the printing of Stickers for homeowners that wish to register that could be placed on door so that volunteer can enter and offer aid when a well check is requested. 
· The cost of maintaining a county-wide database for a well-check registry is estimated at $5,000 annually, Bob Bohlmann said he just received grant that could be used for this type of project. 

Action: Due to time limits and the importance  of this topic, this item will be furthered discussed at next meeting.

Rob Yandow expressed concern related to the inconsistency if attendance of some board members of the YPHC. He proposed that there should be an interactive component to these meetings so that everyone involved would remain engaged and encouraged to attend meetings regularly.  

Kathryn Davis pointed out that adding a good technological connection (conference call or webinar) as an alternative option if some could not attend to the YPHC meetings. 
Action: Work on finding good quality electronic equipment for those that can’t make meetings. For instance, arrange meetings at locations with conference call capability. 
Updates:

Steve Trockman and Amanda Walker will attend next YDPHC executive meeting to further discuss on how to create teams for Emergency Preparedness in communities. They also will invite their Regional Director Jennifer Ferrer to the next meeting or future DCC meeting to provide more information. 

Next Meeting: 

The York Public Health Council will meet: 

Wednesday March 18, 2009
3:00-4:30 PM

HomeHealth Visiting Nurses

15 Industrial Park Rd, Saco
2nd Floor Meeting Room  
At Next Meeting:

· Steven Trockman and Amanda Walker from Southern Maine RRC will continue discussion Emergency Preparedness from last meeting

· Finish drafting agenda for the April 1, 2009 full Council meeting. Suggestion: Break up into specific groups (governance & strategic work), then return to main room for group discussions  
· Assign tasks for next meeting

DIRECTIONS TO


 HomeHealthVisiting Nurses of Southern Maine


15 INDUSTRIAL PARK ROAD 


SACO, ME  04072   


TEL:  207/284-4566

From Northbound or Southbound on the Maine Turnpike:

Take Exit 36 (formerly Exit 5) off of the Maine Turnpike (Saco, Old Orchard Beach).  Take the first exit (Industrial Park Road) after the tollbooth.  

At the end of the ramp at the light, turn left.  HomeHealth is the forth building ahead on the left. 

Park in lower lot and enter through main front doors to the reception desk.  

PAGE  
1

