Maine CDC

Competitive Pandemic Influenza Funding Overview

In 2005, Congress appropriated $350 million for upgrading state and local capacity to prepare for and respond to an influenza pandemic.  These funds have been awarded by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in phases.  In March of 2006, U.S. CDC awarded $100 million as Phase I funding to 62 jurisdictions who are the current state, local, and territorial grantees that receive funding through the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Cooperative Agreement (AA154).  These funds were defined to identify gaps in preparedness.  As of July 2006, U.S. CDC had awarded an additional $225 million as Phase II funding to the same jurisdictions to address the identified preparedness gaps.  Maine received a total of $3,327,276 from Phase I and II funding;  that has been used by Maine CDC and defined key partners statewide to establish plans and response systems.  

Of the remaining $25 million, $24 million was made available to the same grantees through competitive applications.   Funding was defined to support projects that could serve as model systems, demonstration projects or approaches for replication among other grantees. Maine identified our highest needs and applied for funding in two areas:  

· Electronic laboratory data exchange to support pandemic influenza surveillance

· Development of statewide Public Health Information Network (PHIN) compliant electronic mortality reporting systems.  

Maine CDC was recently notified of successful competition for funding of both projects with a one year budget period of September 30, 2008 – September 29, 2009.   Notices of Grant Award have not been issued to the state at this time.  

· A $943,020 award will used to begin the development of an electronic death registry in Maine.  Electronic death registries are considered essential in a pandemic or other widespread public health emergency to assure the rapid and accurate identification of fatalities.   Funding beyond the grant will be needed to train providers and fully implement the system statewide.  

· An award of $508,567 will be used to support the development of an electronic system to securely transmit laboratory results from the Maine CDC Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory to the medical providers who requite the tests,  public health intervention teams and other providers as appropriate. In a pandemic or in the investigation of infectious diseases in general, the electronic transmission of data from the laboratory to the responders is critical to preventing the further spread of disease. 

