WHY DOES MAINE NEED
AN EDRS?

The Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics (ODRVS) within Maine CDC processes approximately 13,000 death certificates each year.  Currently our death registration system is paper based.  Data providers use typewriters or complete vital records by hand.  Death records are hand carried or mailed to doctors’ offices for completion of the cause of death section and then mailed or hand carried to municipal offices.  Our current paper-based system no longer meets the needs of our customers or public health officials who need the data for public health monitoring and reporting. Using the paper-based system, it can take up to three weeks for ODRVS to get a death certificate and make it available for issuance statewide.  Cause of death information for analysis may not be available for up to six months after the date of death.  The Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics must create a faster, more accurate and more efficient death record filing, registration, certification and statistical system.
HOW WILL EDRS AFFECT YOUR DAILY WORK?

With EDRS, death certificates will be registered by ODRVS within a day or two.  This new data system will also provide enhanced data quality checks that are now being done manually by ODRVS staff.  Implementation of an automated system will improve the timeliness and quality of the information on all Maine death certificates.
When fully implemented, funeral directors and medical certifiers/medical examiners will be able to go online to complete a record, sign it electronically and then submit it for registration.  When corrections or amendments are completed within the EDRS, they will be notified electronically.  In addition, internal system edits will benefit registration staff in both the municipal and State offices.  For example:  

· Blanks will be avoided through prompts to complete mandatory fields before the record can be submitted for registration;

· Contradictory information (such as date of birth, Social Security numbers, etc.) will be caught prior to registration;

· Titles and addresses for medical certifiers and medical examiners will be automatically entered on the record;

· Dates signed will be automatically entered into the record when submitted.

Records submitted electronically will be available for registration and issuance at the municipalities and State office immediately.  For fully electronic records, municipalities will not need to forward a paper copy of the record to ODRVS.  The system will also allow municipalities to print certificates onto certified paper.  Since municipalities will have access to the electronic records, there will be no lag time between a correction occurring at ODRVS and the corrected record being available at the municipal office for issuance.

Visit our website at:

www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/phs/odrvs/
vital-records/edrs 
Mission Statement:

To improve the timeliness and accuracy of death certificate information for use in public health surveillance, the administration of law, and the protection of individual rights. 
DHHS

Non-Discrimination Notice

The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, creed, gender, sexual orientation, age, or national origin, in admission to, access to, or operations of its programs, services, or activities, or its hiring or employment practices. 

This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Maine Human Rights Act and Executive Order Regarding State of Maine Contracts for Services.

Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding the ADA may be forwarded to the DHHS ADA Compliance/EEO Coordinators, #11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333, 207-287-4289 (V), or 287-3488 (V)1-888-577-6690 (TTY). 

Individuals who need auxiliary aids for effective communication in program and services of DHHS are invited to make their needs and preferences known to one of the ADA Compliance/EEO Coordinators.  This notice is available in alternate formats, upon request.

To order additional copies of this publication, please call:   Office of Vital Records, 244 Water Street, 11 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011  (1-888-664-9491)
Our Goal:

The mission of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention is to develop and deliver services to preserve, protect and promote the health and well-being of the citizens of Maine. Electronic death registration will support this mission by improving the Center’s ability to expeditiously track and assess mortality due to influenza and other causes of death. In the future, the rapid matching of birth and death certificates, a feature of the system, will help to guard against identity theft by those attempting to obtain and use birth certificates to assume the identity of the deceased. 
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