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Public Law, Chapter 296, LD 1017

[bookmark: _GoBack]This law provides an updated basis for determining a child's legal parentage. The Maine Parentage Act provides definitions of key terms and authorizes actions to adjudicate legal parentage by establishing grounds upon which legal parentage is based such as:  birth, adoption, voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, unrebutted presumption of parentage, de facto parentage, genetic parentage, consent to assisted reproduction and consent through a valid gestational carrier agreement.   
The law confirms a number of grounds for parentage by updating the standards applicable to genetic testing, provides several new procedures for use of the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity process and categorizes resumption of parentage in the legal spouse of the mother.
The law recognizes and clarifies the legal parentage of children born to parents who use medical assisted reproduction as well as children born by means of assisted reproduction in conjunction with a gestational carrier. 
The new law also recognizes the presumption of parentage in an unmarried partner of the mother who lives with the mother at the time of birth.  



