
 

Approximately half of all Maine motorcyclists involved in crashes wore 
helmets while riding.  Those who did not wear helmets were 3 times 
more likely to be transported by ambulance, to be hospitalized, or to die 
as the result of a head injury.   
More than twenty percent of injured riders were admitted to a hospital; 
they incurred $2.8 million in hospital charges.  The average charge for 
those with head injuries ($28,200) was higher than for those with other  
types of injuries ($20,400).   
Head injuries to riders who did not wear a helmet resulted in longer  
lengths of stay at hospitals (9 days) than those to riders who did wear  
helmets (4 days), and costlier stays ($33,400 for those wi thout helmets 
and $14,600 for those with helmets). 
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MOTORCYCLE CRASHES 
Data are from the  

CRASH OUTCOME DATA EVALUATION SYSTEM (CODES): 1995 – 1996 
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Note:  CODES is a d ata network compr ised  of information obtained from police traffic accident reports, hospital inpatien t disch arges, ambu lance 
r eports, and death certificates.  The Office of Data, Research, and  Vital Statistics, Emerg ency Medical Service s, the Bu reau of Highway Safety, 
the Department of Transportation, an d the Maine Health Information Center (which was re sponsib le for the linked data set and analysis appear ing 
in this Fact Sheet) cooperated in this effort.  The CODES linkage project wa s funded by the  Nationa l Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
* All motorcycle passeng ers (113) we re excluded fro m this analysis.  An additional 42 drivers were excluded due to missing information.  
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For further data on this topic, please contact:  
 the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statis tics, BUREAU OF HEALTH 

at 35 Anthony Avenue, #11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011  
 The  contact person is: Cathy St. Pierre - (207) 624-5445     624-5512 (TTY)  

During 1995 and 1996, 806 Maine motorcycle operators were involved in 
crashes*; 575 of them were injured; 25 of those who were injured died. 
The resulting injury rate was 104 injuries/10,000 Maine registered motor-
cycles.  The highest 
rates were for the 
youngest riders - those 
younger than 20; the 
lowest rates were for  
riders 50-59 years old. 
Speed and inexperi-
ence were more likely 
to be factors in mo-
torcycle crashes 
with teenage riders, while alcohol as a factor had higher rates for riders 
30 – 39 years old. 
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Factors Involved in Motorcycle Crashes by Age 
 Maine: 1995-1996 
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