INTENDEDNESS OF PREGNANCY

Data are from the
MAINE PREGNANCY RISK ASSESSMENT MONITORING SYSTEM (PRAMS): 1999

® There were 13,608 live births to Maine women in 1999;" a third of those
births were from unintended pregnancies. According to PRAMS data,
about 7, of all births were to mothers who would have preferred to have
their baby at a later time; an additional 7% reported that they had not
wanted to be pregnant then or at any time in the future.

» Nearly all women who had intended pregnancies (97 %) started prenatal
care in the 1st trimester; 90% of women with mistimed pregnancies
started then as well, but only 75% of women with unwanted pregnancies
started care that early.

= Adolescent mothers (women younger than 20 years old) gave birth to

1,312 babies in 1999." More than % of these births were unintended
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= More than half (54 %) of the new mothers who were involved in the WIC
program (Women, Infants, and Children’s Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram) reported that their pregnancy was unintended. In fact, women re-
ceiving WIC were more than twice as likely as their non-WIC counter-
parts to have an unintended pregnancy.

= Whether a pregnancy was intended or not was correlated with the

source of family income during the previous year. Mothers who re-
ported aid (such as AFDC/TANF, welfare, food stamps, etc.) as a source
of income were more likely to report having an unintended pregnancy.
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Intended 68% 40% 61% 52% 82% 57%

Unintended 32% 60% 39% 48% 18% 43%

" Counts of births are from the Maine Vital Statistics System, May 2001.
* These differences were not statistically significant, l.e., they could be accounted for by chance.

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics, BUREAU OF HEALTH
at 35 Anthony Avenue, #11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person is: Marty Henson - (207) 624-5445  624-5895 (TTY)

Visit our website at: http://www.state.me.us/dhs/bohodr/INDEX.HTM
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