DEATHS DUE TO UNINTENTIONAL INJURIES
Maine, 1987 - 1996

o> 4,084 Maine residents died from unintentional injuries during the period
1987 - 1996 resulting in a death rate of 28 deaths/100,000 population.
This rate was significantly lower than the U.S. rate of 31.0 deaths.

= During the 10 years, the unintentional injury death rate peaked in Maine
in 1988 at 33 deaths/100,000 population. Since 1988, there has been an
overall decline in the death rate - a trend consistent with what was

observed nationally. This decline in Maine (and the US) was significant.
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P Half of all unintentional injury deaths were due to motor vehicle acci-
dents; in fact, this was the leading cause of unintentional injury death
for both males and females.

#» Maine males accounted for 64% of unintentional injury deaths and at all
ages they died from these injuries at a higher rate; males 20 - 29 years
old died at more than 4 times the rate of their female counterparts.

Percent Deaths Due to Unintentional Inju UNINTENTIONAL INJURIES
by Sex: Maine, 1987 - 1996 dald Age Death Rate/100.000

Birth - 9 122 | 108

Female Deaths ™ Male Deaths 10-19 335 16.0

36% 64%

20-29 609 | 14.8

30-39 389 | 119

40-49 31.4 11.2

P The leading cause of unintentional injury deaths || so-59 321 | 136
to Maine's elderly residents, 70 years old and 60-69 443 | 230
older, was falls; falls accounted for 40% of the 70-79 90.9 | 518
unintentional injury deaths to this age group. 80 + 2729 | 1715

= Fires were the leading cause of unintentional injury death to Maine
children younger than 5 years old. Deaths from fire accounted for 33%
of the unintentional injury deaths to these children; an additional 23%
of unintentional injury deaths resulted from drowning.

Al rates are for underlying cause of death, and are age-adjusted to the US 1940 standard population; these are rates that have been standardized to eliminate
differences due solely to variations in the age composition of the populations. Alf national data (national data are for whites only) and 10 year rates were obtained
from COC Wonder. Unless noted, differences in rates are not statistically significant, i.e., they could be accounted for by chance alone.

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics, Bureau of Health
at 35 Anthony Avenue, 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person(s) is: Catherine St. Pierre - (207) 624-5445

For program information, please contact: Cheryl DiCara at 287-3311
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