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TO:            Maine Immunization Providers, Community Organizations, and other statewide networks
FROM:      Maine Immunization Program 

SUBJECT:  Universal Childhood Immunization Program 

DATE:        January 31, 2012

As you are aware, on January 1st, 2012 the state of Maine implemented the Universal Childhood Immunization Program. This program will provide all Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended vaccines to all Maine children under age 19 for FREE in the state of Maine. 

This program will: 

· Reduce out-of-pocket vaccine costs for parents. 

· Improve vaccine rates in Maine children. 

· Lower costs of vaccines through a public-private partnership.

· Lower vaccine costs in provider offices. 

· Improve vaccine access by creating a single-tier system in provider offices. 

· Improve vaccine rates by offering combination vaccines to reduce missed opportunities. 

As part of this new program,  the Maine Immunization Program has designed a media campaign to inform parents about vaccines, vaccine safety and the importance of vaccinating their children on time.  
This campaign is titled Every Child on Time: Immunization Works. The corner stone of this campaign is the website: http://everychildontime.org/About.php
This website will have a variety of resources available to parents who want more information about vaccines, vaccine preventable diseases and vaccine safety. 

This campaign also has resources for you to use in your office. These items are available for you to order.
You can view and order these items at  http://everychildontime.org/About.php under campaign materials and order form. 
These items include:

· 3 different types of posters that target parents of babies, school age children and adolscents. 

· A FAQ small book that will address some of the most common questions that parents may have about vaccines. 

· A postcard that provides some basic information on vaccines. 

You will notice that all items contain this QR code [image: image1.png]


 which can be easily scanned with a mobile device to access the website http://everychildontime.org/ immediately on a mobile device.We hope that these campaign materials will be broadly distributed and posted.  We need your assistance to communicate with parents about vaccines and vaccine prevenatable diseases in order to control these diseases in the State of Maine

If you have any questions about this campaign please call the Maine Immunization Program at the phone numbers at upper right corner underneath “Maine Immunization Program”. 
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