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TO:             Maine Immunization Providers 

FROM:       Maine Immunization Program 

SUBJECT:  Updated Recommendation for use of Tdap (Tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid, and acellular pertussis vaccine)

DATE:        March 9, 2011

In an effort to protect more people from pertussis, CDC's Advisory Committee on Immu​nization 

Practices (ACIP) recently voted to change the recommendations for the use of Tdap vaccine as follows: 

· All persons aged 11 through 64 years who have not received a dose of Tdap or whose  vaccination status is unknown should re​ceive a single dose of Tdap as soon as feasible. 

· Pertussis vaccination, when indicated, should not be delayed and Tdap should be administered regardless of the inter​val since the last Td (tetanus and diphtheria toxoids vaccine) was given. 

· The following are ACIP recommended off label uses of Tdap:
· Children aged 7 through 10 years 

· who are not fully vaccinated* against pertussis and for whom no contraindication to pertussis vaccine exists should receive a single dose of Tdap to provide protection against pertussis. 
· If additional doses of tetanus and diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccines are needed, then these children should be vaccinated according to catch-up guidance, with Tdap preferred as the first dose. 

· Adults aged  65 years and older 
· who have not previously received Tdap, and who have or who anticipate having close contact with a child younger than age 12 months, should receive a single dose of Tdap to reduce the likelihood of transmitting pertussis to an infant.
· other adults age 65 years and older who have not previ​ously received Tdap may be given a single dose ofTdap in place of Td.

The Maine Immunization Program (MIP) has been supplying Tdap for qualified children in the past several years and encourages providers to follow the  updated  recommendations. Due to funding restrains MIP is not able to provide Tdap for age 18 years and older, but would like providers to be aware of these changes.  

To view all the updates to the ACIP schedule please go to 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/child-schedule.htm 

To view the ACIP recommendations please go to: 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4_e%0d%0a
If you have questions, please call the Maine Immunization Program at 287-3746 or 1-800- 867-4775. 

* Fully vaccinated is defined as 5 doses of DTaP or 4 doses of DTaP if the fourth dose was administered on or after the fourth birthday 
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