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From: Maine Immunization Program
To: Maine Immunization Program Providers
Date: October 4th, 2010
Re: Re-statements about the State Supplied Seasonal Flu Vaccine
Our program has received an increase in telephone calls regarding the use of State supplied flu vaccine. Due to influenza vaccine recommendation changes, we feel it is necessary to restate some points below:

· This year, unlike previous years, the ACIP has recommended that all persons 6 months and older be vaccinated with the influenza vaccine. Because of this recommendation, there is no longer a high risk population list.
· Due to funding limitations, the State supplied flu vaccine is only for:
1. All Maine children ages 6 months to 18 years old

2. Employees of schools that provide school located vaccine clinics 

3. Pregnant women and their partners (through health care providers who routinely care for pregnant women)

4. Nursing home employees and residents

5. Any uninsured or underinsured adult in any setting. Uninsured patients are defined as those having neither public nor private health insurance coverage. Underinsured patients are those with private insurance whose  policy does not cover influenza vaccine.

6. All individuals served by Tribal Health Centers and Municipal Health Departments
· Patients 19 years of age or older who have insurance (MaineCare and Medicare included) must receive private supply vaccine unless they fit into one of the categories listed above. Please use your private purchased vaccine for all other insured patients and bill insurances accordingly.

· Please use the above guidelines and review your previously submitted influenza vaccine order. If you need to modify your flu vaccine order, please fax your changes to the program at 207-287-8127 or        1-800-437-5743. You may also call us at the phone numbers at the bottom of this message; but a fax is preferred.

· Providers who receive the State-supplied flu vaccine may not bill insurance for the vaccine. It is reasonable and allowable to charge an administration fee for administration of state-supplied vaccine in some circumstances, provided that:

1. MaineCare eligible patients are not charged an out of pocket administration fee;

2. administration fees do not exceed the regional Medicare maximum ($14.37/vaccine administration); and 

3. no one who is eligible to get the State supplied flu vaccine is denied vaccine because of their inability to pay an administration fee.
If you have further questions, please call the Maine Immunization Program at 207-287-3745 or 1-800-867-4775.
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