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State Supplied Influenza Vaccine Guidance

November 17, 2010

To: Maine Immunization Program Influenza Provider

The first case of laboratory-confirmed influenza in Maine this season was reported this past week. It was a case of type B influenza in someone who recently returned from a visit out of state.  Type B as well as type A 2009 H1N1 pandemic strain and type A H2N3 have all been detected circulating in the U.S.  All three are also reflected in this year’s seasonal flu vaccine, which is now recommended for all ages 6 months and older. 

To ensure that vaccine is available for citizens that are requesting protection from disease through vaccination please use the following as guidelines to assist in their request. 

Health Care Providers should use state-supplied vaccine for patients who have insurance in the following circumstances:

· The patient is a child ages 6 months through 18 years;

· The patient is pregnant or the partner of a pregnant patient;

· The patient’s insurance does not cover vaccinations.

Health Care Providers may use state-supplied vaccine for other patients with insurance only if:

· The Health Care Provider has already vaccinated all eligible patients listed above and has excess state-supplied vaccine; and

· Privately purchased vaccine is not available.

Please remember that providers may not charge for state-supplied vaccine. It is reasonable and allowable to charge an administration fee for administration of state-supplied vaccine in some circumstances, provided that:

1. MaineCare eligible children are not charged an out of pocket administration fee; 

2. administration fees do not exceed the regional Medicare maximum ($14.37/vaccine administration); and 

3. no one is denied vaccine because of their inability to pay an administration fee. 
If you find that you are in need  of additional vaccine please contact the Maine Immunization Program, at 207-287-3746 or 1-800-867-4775, we will do our best to help assist in accommodating your need.  
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