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Maine Immunization Program (MIP) is  pleased to announce that the following vaccines will be available universally, in accordance with ACIP recommendations, to all children age 0 – 18 years in your July 2009 orders of the vaccine: 

· DTaP

· Polio
· MMR
· The first dose of varicella.  
Other vaccines, Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Rotavirus, Hib, Pneumococcal, Meningococcal and 2nd Dose Varicella will continue to be for VFC children only.

You should include in your July vaccine order additional doses of DTaP, Polio, MMR and first dose Varicella that you need for universal administration.  The MIP encourages you to immediately use these 4 vaccines to immunize school children when they come to an annual physical exam, sport check-up, or camping physical in the summer.  Due to different funding mechanisms, these 4 vaccines in your current inventory should still be given to VFC children.  
This vaccine supply change is the result of funding from the State two year budget and federal stimulus funds available to Maine.  The State budget funds are for a two year period, $1.5 million the first year (July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010) and $2 million the second year (July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011).  Maine will also receive $589,000 in stimulus money for vaccine purchase this year.  These new funds in addition to your hard work and dedication will protect Maine children from vaccine preventable diseases.
Again, due to different funding mechanisms, these 4 vaccines in your current inventory should still be given to VFC children only; all new orders of these 4 vaccines received after July 1st can be used for all children.  Your understanding and cooperation on this matter would be greatly appreciated by the MIP and its staff.

Please contact the Program (1-800-867-4775 or 207-287-3746) if you have questions or need additional information.  Thank you.
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