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HIB BACKORDERS
January 1, 2009
Due to the transition to VFC only on January 1st, all existing backorders of Hib vaccine will be deleted. A new back order list for VFC only orders will be started.
Please remember that revised Hib recommendations are NOT office-specific—these affect the whole country. 

The deferral of the 4th dose is still in effect. The basic interim recommendations are as follows:

·     Defer administering the routine Hib vaccine booster administered at age 12-15 months except for specified high-risk groups.

·    Certain children at increased risk for Hib disease, including children with asplenia, sickle cell disease, human immunodeficiency virus infection, and certain other immunodeficiency syndromes, and malignant neoplasms should continue to receive the full routinely recommended schedule including the 12-15 month booster dose.

·    AI/AN children should also continue to receive the full routinely recommended schedule including the 12-15 month booster dose.  Providers who currently use PRP-OMP-containing Hib vaccines (PedvaxHib and Comvax) to serve predominantly AI/AN children in AI/AN communities should continue to use only PRP-OMP-containing Hib vaccines.

 
The original MMWR dispatch is attached and pdf links to the Weekly MMWR and htm link is provided: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5650.pdf
Pentacel is also available through the Maine Immunization Program (MIP) to assist in this vaccine shortage. Pentacel is a combination vaccine that consists of Dtap, Eipv and Hib antigens.  This vaccine can be used to vaccinate your VFC patients for the 2, 4 and 6 months routine vaccination schedule. 
When ordering any vaccine after January 1st, 2009 from the MIP please makes sure you are only ordering vaccine for your VFC population. 
If you have experienced difficulty in receiving adequate monthly amounts for any Hib containing vaccines for your private stock you should contact your supplier or manufacturer directly to express your need for more vaccine. 
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Maine Center for Disease Control ( formally Bureau of Health)  


Division of Infectious Disease


286 Water Street, 9th floor
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