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PENTACEL IS AVAILABE TO ORDER IN IMMPACT2

	From:   The Maine Immunization Program

Pentacel Is Available for Your VFC Children Now

	


October 27, 2008

The Maine Immunization Program (MIP) in Maine CDC is aware that not all children received a three dose series of Hib due to the shortage of the vaccine.  In response, the MIP has worked toward making Pentacel available for the VFC children. If you have VFC-eligible patients who have missed any of the first three doses of Hib vaccine, we strongly encourage you to utilize the Pentacel vaccine.  Attached is additional information regarding the Pentacel vaccine.
Due to current Hib vaccine shortage, this vaccine is available for administration to VFC-eligible children for their first 3 shots of the Hib series only.  Children through 18 years of age who meet at least one of the following criteria are eligible to receive VFC vaccine: 

· Medicaid eligible: A child who is eligible for the Medicaid program. ("Medicaid-eligible" and "Medicaid-enrolled" are equivalent and refer to children who have health insurance covered by a state Medicaid program) 

· Uninsured: A child who has no health insurance coverage 

· American Indian or Alaska Native: As defined by the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603) 
· Underinsured: A child who has commercial (private) health insurance but the coverage does not include vaccines, a child whose insurance covers only selected vaccines (VFC-eligible for non-covered vaccines only), or a child whose insurance caps vaccine coverage at a certain amount. Once that coverage amount is reached, the child is categorized as underinsured.
Note:
Children whose health insurance covers the cost of vaccinations are not eligible for VFC vaccines, even when the claim for vaccine and administration would be denied because the plans deductible had not been met.

Pentacel vaccine is available to order and record doses administered through Immpact2. Please order this vaccine to assist in the vaccination of your VFC population. 
If you experience any issues in ordering, administration (including improper invalids), or reconciliation please call the help desk at 1-800-906-8754.
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