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The Maine Immunization Program has received information from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for interim recommendations for Hib vaccine. All providers are being shipped (ActHIB) vaccine that is reconstituted with saline diluent. You must use this saline diluent. This vaccine will provide protection against haemophilus influenzae only. There is no thimerosal in this vaccine when reconstituted 
	Vaccine 
	2 months
	4 months
	6 months
	12-15 months

	HbOC/PRP –T

 (HibTiter, ActHIB)
	Dose 1 
	Dose 2 
	Dose 3 •
	Defer in healthy children until further notice.*

	PRP-OMP (Pedvax HIB)
	Dose 1 
	Dose 2 #
	
	Defer in healthy children until further notice. *

	There should be a minimum interval of 4 weeks between each dose in the primary series.


According to the CDC guidelines published at the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) General Recommendationson Immunization (http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5515a1.htm), and the Interim Recommendations published December 19, 2007 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm56d1219a1.htm)
All three conjugate Hib vaccines licensed for use in infants are interchangeable. A series that includes vaccine of more than one type (PedvaxHIB, COMVAX or ActHIB)  will induce a protective antibody level. If it is necessary to change vaccine type, three doses of any combination constitute the primary series. 
	If it becomes necessary to complete the series with ActHIB vaccine for patients who were started with PedvaxHIB® (Haemophilus b Conjugate [Meningococcal Protein Conjugate]) or COMVAX® (Haemophilus b Conjugate [Meningococcal Protein Conjugate] and Hepatitis b [Recombinant] Vaccine), the following guidelines should be followed:

	•If only 1 dose of PedvaxHIB vaccine or COMVAX vaccine has been administered at 2 months of age, the primary series       may be completed with 2 additional doses of ActHIB vaccine at  4 and 6 months of age.

	#If a child was given 1 dose of ActHIB vaccine at 2 months of age and 1 dose of PedvaxHIB vaccine or COMVAX vaccine at 4 months of age, the primary series may be completed with 1 additional dose of ActHIB vaccine at 6 months of age.

	If 2 doses of PedvaxHIB vaccine or COMVAX vaccine have been administered at 2 and 4 months of age, the primary series has been completed.


*Children at high risk for invasive Hib diseased should receive a toddler booster dose of Hib vaccine at age 12- 15 months of age. American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) children living in AI/AN communities will preferentially receive PedvaxHIB vaccine or COMVAXvaccine for the booster dose. AI/AN children not living in AI/AN communities and other children at high risk for invasive Hib disease may receive any Hib vaccine for the booster dose.
*Based on the interim CDC recommendations announced December 19, 2007, the booster dose should be deferred for healthy children.

If you have any questions please call the Maine Immunization Program at 287-3746 or 1-800-867-4775. 
Caring..Responsive..Well-Managed..We are DHHS.
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