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To accommodate the Federal CDC’s schedule of switching to a new federal vaccine distribution system the Maine Immunization Program (MIP) is asking you, our providers, to increase your next two months vaccine orders. When placing your May and June vaccine orders please order enough vaccine to have a 6 to 8 week inventory on hand. 

On June 3rd, 2007 MIP will be changing to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Nationalized vaccine distribution system. All current business processes will remain the same and you will see no change in our ordering process or delivery times.  The only changes you may see are in the packaging and/or the delivery carrier. 

Below is a timeline and outlined expectations for the next few months.

May
· Providers increase your vaccine orders to accommodate a 6-8 week inventory on hand.
· All orders submitted before June 3rd will be shipped by our current distributor, GIV.

JUNE
· Provider orders will resume shipping on June 18th from the new centralized distributor, McKesson.
· Provider orders that were submitted after June 4th will be shipped the week of June 18th.


VMBIP Cont.

Items that remain the same:

Non-Impact2 providers:
	Continue to submit monthly usage reports, order forms and temp logs to the MIP.
	MIP is still the point of contact for any concerns.

Immpact 2 providers:
	Continue to reconcile monthly and order via Immpact2, and fax temp logs to MIP.
	MIP is still the point of contact for any concerns.

MIP will continue to approve all orders to enrolled and compliant providers. 

Items that are changing:

· Vaccine orders will be sent from McKesson.

· Return of vaccine shipment boxes 
· Instruction are inside with the vaccine shipment paperwork
· Take out all of the vaccine
· Dispose of refrigerated packs
· Reverse the flaps so the postage paid label is visible 
· Seal the box with U.S. postal approved shipping tape
· Set the box out for your local postal service to pick up

· Kool Watch Cold Chain Indicators
· These indicators will be in every vaccine shipment
· This indicator will flash two messages
· “OK” –vaccine shipment has not been compromised
· “NOT OK”- vaccine shipment has been compromised 
· contact McKesson Specialty at 877-822-7746

· MIP will be working with providers on an order schedule specific to the site 
· The criteria for the ordering schedule will include the following
· Size of you refrigerator
· Volume of vaccine your practice orders
· Historical ordering patterns

We appreciate your dedication to this process change. If you need clarification or any assistance along the way please contact us at 1-800-867-4775.
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