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September 28, 2007
The intent of this communication is to inform you of important situations in VFC vaccine supply from the Maine Immunization Program (MIP).

In order to meet vaccine needs for childhood vaccine needs in the State, the MIP does its best in planning and monitoring vaccine usage for enrolled providers in the State. It was a great success.  With the cooperation from providers, the MIP successfully controls vaccine wastage at a low level this year again.  As the result of these facts, the expected shortage that was anticipated at the end of this vaccine budget cycle for most of the traditional childhood vaccine did not happen.
In a communication dated February 15, 2007, the MIP announced that the State supplied HPV, Hepatitis A, RotaTeq, and Menactra are for children qualified for the Vaccine for Children Program (VFC) only.  To qualify a patient who gets VFC vaccine, the patient must meet at least one of the following criteria:

· Is enrolled in MaineCare;

· Does not have health insurance;

· Is American Indian or Alaskan Native; or

· Has health insurance that does not pay for the vaccine (in this situation, the patient MUST be vaccinated at a Federally Qualified Health Center or Rural Health Clinic).

Due to funding limits and without additional funding resources, the above four childhood vaccine supplied by the MIP will remain for VFC children only.  
Current MIP funding sources limit vaccine supplied to people who have not passed 19th birthday.  All doses in a series must be completed before the 19th birthday.  If a series is not completed before the age of 19, non-state supplied vaccine should be used to complete the series.

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP) recommended ‘nationwide hepatitis A vaccination of children’, published on May 19, 2006.  ACIP recommended ‘routine vaccination of U.S. infants with 3 doses of this rotavirus vaccine administered orally at ages 2, 4, and 6 months’, published on August 11, 2006.  On March 12, 2007, ACIP’s recommendation of vaccination of all 11-26 years old females with HPV vaccine was published.  According to this publication, the vaccine could give girls as early as 9 years old.  In June 2007, ACIP updated its recommendation of ‘routine vaccination of all persons aged 11-18 years with 1 dose of MCV4 at the earliest opportunity’.

In the foreseeable future, the MIP is not likely able to provide these four vaccines for all children in Maine.  So the MIP is encouraging all providers to purchase these vaccines privately in order to follow ACIP’s recommendations and to protect Maine children other than covered by VFC.

If you have any questions or comments, please call the MIP at 1-800-867-4775.
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