

Maine Immunization Program
Statement of Policy 

Title of Policy: Unannounced Storage and  				 Policy Number: M3-9
Handling Visits to Maine Immunization Providers (MIP)

Effective Date: January 1st,  2013			 

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to explain the rationale for unannounced storage and handling visits to MIP providers. 

As of January 1st, 2013 any MIP providers may be chosen to receive an unannounced storage and handling visit at their provider office.  

The goal of these visits is to provide guidance and education and to ensure that all Vaccine for Children (VFC) eligible children are receiving properly managed vaccines. 

MIP providers may be chosen for an unannounced storage and handling visit based on any one of the following criteria:
· Any loss of publicly purchased vaccine. 
· Storing publicly purchased vaccine incorrectly
· Not correctly documenting temperature logs. 
· Non-complaint for any of high risk questions on the VFC site visit questionnaire. 
· Not reconciling publicly purchased vaccine every month as required. 
· Faling to meet any of the current requirments of the Maine Immunization Provider Agreement. 


References:  Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit, Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/toolkit/default.htm

Vaccines for Children Operations Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/op-guide.html

Maine Immunization Program Policies 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/program-policies/index.html
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