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Please notify us of the date released for publication
workshop to be held – “Keeping Clam flats Open: The Growing Problem and Solutions to Maine’s Greatest Coastal Threat”.
Lewiston: The Androscoggin Valley Soil and Water Conservation District (AVSWCD) and Kennebec Estuary Land Trust (KELT) with a focus on finding solutions to clam flat closures and restoration will be offering workshops.  The first will be “Keeping Clam Flats Open: The Growing Problem and Solutions to Maine’s Greatest Coastal Threat”. The workshop will be held on October 12 at the Southern Maine Community College in Bath, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Pre-registration is required.  There will be continental breakfast and handouts to take home.  The cost is $20 per person up to October 1st.  October 1st and later, the cost is $25 per person.  Please pre-register by calling Androscoggin Valley Soil and Water Conservation District 753-9400 X404 or going to AVSWCD’s website at www.androscogginswcd.org.  
Closures of flats to shellfish harvesting due to bacterial contamination from malfunctioning septic tanks is an on-going coastal problem that directly impacts the livelihood of professional clam diggers as well as recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.   Other workshops will focus on measures in forestry and agricultural industries to protect water quality and keeping the clam flats open.  The economic impact of clam flat closures extends to encompass entire coastal communities and the state.  

Those who attend the workshop will:

1.  Learn about the impact of malfunctioning systems have on Maine’s coastal beaches and shellfish resources.
2.   Learn what a septic system is, how they work, why they fail, the different kinds and what a home owner can do to keep them working.

3.  Find out how to receive money to fix a faulty septic tank with local, state and federal help.
4.  Acquire take home knowledge of what you can do as an individual, town official, local business or nonprofit to address this growing threat.
Both AVSWCD and KELT invite contractors, municipal representatives, media staff, local clam diggers, clam flat wardens and any interested to come.  This workshop offers the opportunity to become informed of the problems and solutions to Keeping Clam Flats Open. 
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