Portland-Bangor Waste Oil, Wells, Maine

Summary of TechLaw Interview with George R. West III (Scott)

conducted on March 1, 1995

On Wednesday, March 1, 1995, Richard Cahaly, TechLaw, telephoned George R. West III (“Scott West”), former Portland-Bangor Waste Oil (“PBWO”) employee.  Mr. West was telephoned at his place of business: Rainbow Market, R.R. 1, Box 1320, Kennebunkport (Arundel), ME  04046  ((207) 985-7333).  The purpose of the telephone call was to interview Mr. West concerning the following three issues:

1.
The identity of “East Coast,” an entity that the 1968 PBWO Logbooks indicates
delivered thousands of gallons of waste oil to the PBWO Site in Wells, Maine (the 
“Wells Site”);

2.
The corporate origin of “East Coast” and its predecessors and successors, if any; 
and

3.
The nature of the substances that East Coast delivered to the Wells Site in 1968.

Rick Cahaly consulted Clayton Maybee, Maine Department of Environmental Protection, before the interview for review and approval of the above-listed issues.  The following is an interview summary:

1. Identity of East Coast: Mr. West recalls East Coast as being a large company formerly located in Massachusetts.  It operated in several states in the Northeast.  He remembers it as being an “oil spill,” “tank bottoms” or “tank cleaning-type” company, which started with a large amount of money, but, “burned themselves out,” financially, during the 1970s.  Mr. West recalls that East Coast delivered waste oil to the Wells Site in either “vac trucks” or “big trailers”; furthermore, he remembers their trucks bearing the specific name, “East Coast.”

2. Origin of East Coast: Mr. West has no recollection as to how East Coast initially organized or incorporated.  He has a hazy recollection of East Coast being a “forerunner” to Clean Harbors, Jet-Line Services, or another such company.  He has no recollection concerning any connection East Coast may have had to either Coastal Services, Inc. or Peabody Clean Industries, Inc.  (Note: During his telephone interview with TechLaw on June 23, 1994, Mr. West’s father, George R. West Jr., (“George West”), claimed to remember East Coast as being a “forerunner” to a company such as “Clean Harbors.”  George West’s memory was similarly hazy concerning this issue.)

3. Nature of substances delivered by East Coast: Mr. West has no specific memory as to the nature of the substances delivered by East Coast to the Wells Site.  When told that the 1968 Logbooks reference East Coast as delivering “sludge,” “junk,” and “c.c. oil” (crankcase oil), Mr. West thought that was accurate, but could not give more specific descriptions.  (Note: During his telephone interview with TechLaw on June 23, 1994, George West stated that he sold the waste oil that East Coast brought to the Wells Site as industrial fuel to Lewiston Gas Light Company.)
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