Repeal of Section 3-A, Siting Restrictions for New Facilities, Chapter
691, Rules for Underground Oil Storage Facilities

Basis Statement

The Board finally adopted Chapter 692, Siting of Oil Storage Facilities, on March 4,
2010. Chapter 692 incorporated the existing rules governing the siting of underground oil
storage facilities in mapped aquifers under Chapter 691, section 3-A with criteria
governing the siting of aboveground oil storage facilities. Section 3-A of Chapter 691 is
therefore now redundant.

The repeal of Section 3-A, Chapter 691 concludes the department’s rulemaking in the
implementation of Maine’s wellhead protection law, 38 MRSA §§1391 through 1399,
The purpose of the law as stated in section 1391 is to protect the health, safety and
welfare of Maine’s citizens by establishing a coordinated statewide program to protect
drinking water wells from contamination by oil or hazardous substances. The law
accomplishes this by restricting the siting of facilities that, by their nature, pose an
unacceptable risk to groundwater quality near drinking water supplies, including sand and
gravel aquifers mapped by the Maine Geological Survey.

Response to Comments

No comments on the rule were received.
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Chapter 691 RULES FOR UNDERGROUND OIL STORAGE
FACILITIES

SUMMARY: This rule requires registration of all new and existing
underground petroleum tanks. It establishes standards for the siting and
installation of new facilities, and the operation and closure of all types of
underground oil storage facilities. The rule also outlines requirements for
reporting and clean-up of leaks or other oil pollution at underground

storage facilities.

The proposed draft amendment to Chapter 691, strikes out Section 3-A as follows:

Chapter 691, Rules for Underground Oil Storage Facilities
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