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Daily Brent Crude and Weekly New England Gasoline Prices

Brent crude oil price (daily)
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Percentage Point Contribution to Year-Over-Year Percent Change in CPI

No data collected
(federal shutdown)

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
— CPIAll Items, 1982-84=100 Energy | | Medical Care ||| Used Vehicles " other
. Food New Vehicles Transportation Services . Shelter

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics & Calculations by OSE Staff
*November 2025: Shutdown not resolved until Nov 12; BLS operated on truncated schedule.Second half of November (Black Friday, holiday shopping) may have distorting effect
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Consumer Sentiment and Small Business Optimism Indexes

120

Small business optimism
dipped in August 2026,

led by a worsening of N . ;
expected business o0

conditions.

. i
While consumer W\N
sentiment has recovered
from a record low in May ﬂ“
2026, the index fell 60 W y \[‘

again in Sept. 2026
based on concerns
about weaker personal
finances and business 40
conditions. Inflation
expectations are being
driven by both gasoline
and tariff concerns. %0
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2025 Total Population:
1,414,874

Population increase of
3.8% from 2020-2025
(17t in U.S.);
0.5% from 2024-2025
(25t in U.S.)

7t for total net
migration and net
domestic migration
and 25t for net
international migration
in 2025
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Components of Maine's Population Change

Net Change: + 14,463

Net Change: + 12,576
Net Change: + 10,407

Net Change: + 6,446

2021 2022 2023 2024

. Domestic Migration . International Migration . Births . Deaths

Source: US Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program, 2025 Vintage

Net Change: + 6,436

2025
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Rate per thousand population
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Components of Population Change in Maine, 7/1/2024 - 7/1/2025
Rate per thousand population
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Historical Trends in Homeownership Affordability

Year % County Town
[(all) v | [cumberland + | [an -
Relative Change in Income and House Price Ratio of Affordable House Price to Median House Price
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https://www.mainehousing.org/data-research/housing-data/test-homeownership-program-metrics




Mortgage Rates Track the 10-Year Treasury Yield

Higher long-term yields flow through directly to borrowing costs

8.0%
6.95%
® Sep 17, 2026
6.0%
4.94%
® Sep 17, 2026
2
0
o 4.0%
2.0%
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2015 2015 2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020 2021 2021 2022 2022 2023 2023 2024 2024 2025 2025 2026 2026 2027 2027 2028

= 10-Year Treasury Yield == 30-Yr Fixed Mortgage

Source: FRED (Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis).




Projected Population Change, 2022-2027 Scroll over map for more information

Scroll through time period \L N
2022-2027 / A

Maine population projected
to grow 2.2%

Numeric change from

previous period
6501, MM 6500
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Source: The Office of the State Economist, Maine State and County Population Projections, 2042. April 2025 release.




2024 Labor Force Participation Rate
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Share of 16+ Population by Age, 2024
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County Rates (not seasonally adjusted)

August, 2026 County Rate Year ago One-yr change Unemployment rate
Maine 3.1% 3.0% 0.1 4+
Androscoggin 3.2% 3.2% 0.0 -
(®) Table Aroostook 4.1% 3.9% 0.2 1+
(O Graph Cumberland 2.6% 2.5% 0.1 1
) Franklin 3.8% 3.6% 0.2 1
GO 02 4
() One-year change Kennebec 3.2% 3.0% 0.2 T
Knox 3.0% 2.8% 0.2 1+
Lincoln 3.1% 2.7% 0.4 1+
Oxford 3.8% 3.5% 0.3 1
Penobscot 3.4% 3.2% 0.2 1+
Piscataquis 4.8% 4.1% 0.7 .
Sagadahoc 2.7% 2.6% 0.1 1+
Somerset 4 1% 3.8% 0.2 1+
Waldo 3.4% 3.2% 0.2 1+
Washington 4.4% 4.1% 0.3 .
York 2.8% 2.7% 0.1 1 ]

bMaine Department of Labor, Center for Workforce Research and Information




Share of 2025 Employment by Industry
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Challenges and opportunities:

- Macroeconomic uncertainty is extremely high,
particularly related to military conflict in Iran/Middle
East, energy prices, and tariffs

- Greater Portland region tends to have a higher
concentration of 25-44 year-olds than statewide, with
higher labor force participation rates and stronger
population growth, but housing is a particular challenge

- Higher concentration regionally of jobs in healthcare,
professional/business services, and financial activities




Contact Information

Amanda Rector
Maine State Economist

Department of Administrative and Financial Services

WWW.Mmaine.gov/dafs/economist

amanda.rector@maine.qgov
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