State of Maine Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations (BABLO)
Listing Process for Distilled Spirits

New Spirits Listings:  Requests for new distilled spirits listings are considered by the Liquor Commission each month and must be submitted to the Maine Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations (BABLO) through the Pine State Spirits Vendor Portal System (System) no later than two weeks prior to the next Commission meeting. Commission meetings are not on a regular schedule and only scheduled 2 months in advance.  

The following information pertains to submitting new listings for consideration:
1. Pine State Spirits is the State’s contracted warehousing and distribution entity.  Please contact them directly for information on gaining access to the System at 1-800-873-3825 x3104.
1. Brokers currently licensed in Maine are trained and have access to the System. 
1. If not using an existing licensed broker, time will be needed for your new local broker to obtain license and receive training on the System.
1. For Liquor Commission schedule please contact BABLO at 207-287-6758.
1. Product must be listed with the National Alcohol Beverage Control Association (NABCA) prior to submission to Maine for consideration, contact 703-578-4200.
3. Maine uses the NABCA code as the State Code.  
1. Entry of all product related information into the System, including landed case cost which will determine the retail price, is required for consideration.
1. Completed New Item Review Request (see attached).
1. Copy of Federal TTB label approval (COLA). 
1. $150.00 listing fee per product per size (excluding 50ml and VAP). 
1. Sample bottle of product (excluding 50ml).
8. Address to submit fee and sample:  BABLO, 10 Water Street Hallowell, ME 04347. 
1. All accounts payable and receivable are handled electronically. 
9. New suppliers and/or brokers must complete two ACH authorization forms (attached) – one for accounts payable and one for accounts receivable – for cost of goods sold, bailment, and monthly discount allowance payments.
1. All required paperwork, fees, samples, etc. must be received by BABLO 2 weeks prior to the Commission meeting for listing consideration.

Pricing:
Distilled spirits wholesale prices are marked up based on the category and size of the item as shown below. This coupled with the premium tax ($1.25 per proof gallon) determines the retail price.  Please contact BABLO at 207-287-6753 for more pricing information.
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Other considerations/requirements:
· Bottle Deposit and Label registration with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (small fee required), contact 207-215-1579 or on the web at http://www.maine.gov/dep/ 
· To purchase state approved bottle deposit labels contact Pine State Spirits at 800-873-3104. Label must still be registered with DEP.
· Maine Sales Representative License (if not using an existing ME licensed broker) – please contact BABLO Licensing and Compliance for more information at 207-624-7220. List of existing ME licensed brokers is available through BABLO. 
· Contact Licensing and Compliance at 207-624-7220 also for any questions related to regulations related to sales and marketing of products.
1. Bailment charges may be of consideration during your pricing decisions.  Current bailment fee schedule is available through BABLO.  For additional bailment information, you may also contact Pine State Spirits at 800-873-3104.
1. Product is presented to the Commission at next scheduled meeting for listing and pricing consideration.
1. BABLO notifies interested parties (i.e. broker, Pine State Spirits) of newly listed items. 
1. Supplier/Broker contacts Pine State Spirits regarding shipment of product into the warehouse. 
1. Pine State Spirits notifies all agency liquor stores of new product listings and when new items become available for ordering.

Please contact BABLO, MaineSpirits@maine.gov. or 207-287-6753 with questions or concerns.
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