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YardScaping Mission

• To inspire Maine people to 
– create and maintain healthy 

landscapes 
– through ecologically based 

practices that 
– minimize reliance on water, 

fertilizer and pesticides
https://www.yardscaping.org

https://www.yardscaping.org/


The Ten-ets of YardScaping
• Promote buffers to protect waterways
• Promote site-appropriate plants - native plants and 

non-invasive alien plants
• Reduce lawn area
• Reduce runoff
• Reduce reliance on pesticides, fertilizers and water
• Promote low input lawns and landscapes
• Promote YardScape diversity
• Create wildlife habitats
• Right plant, right place, right use
• Commonsense pest management (IPM)



Eight things you 
can do to restore 
the ecosystem in 

your yard –
Doug Tallamy

• Cut your lawn in half
• Avoid senseless mowing
• Remove invasive species from 

your property
• Use keystone plants
• Build a landscaped layered with 

plants 
• Put motion sensors on your 

security lights
• Minimize reliance on pesticide 

use 
• Share these ideas with your 

neighbors



Restoring the Little 
Things that Run 
the World

Why It Matters 
and What We 
Can Do

Doug Tallamy, University of Delaware



Protect lakes & streams with buffers

• Preserve existing landscape 

• Winding paths

• Don’t mow to lake’s edge

• Leave the duff



Use site appropriate, 
non-invasive plants

• Native plants can be well adapted
– Fewer problems, less work, more 

rewards, but not all are problem free, 
e.g., viburnums

• Invasive plants are easy to grow 
but crowd out native vegetation
– Our local forest habitats are changing 

rapidly
– Invasive plants can ruin wildlife habitat

Beautiful Native 
Shadbush

Problematic Native 
Viburnum

Deadly Invasive 
Bittersweet



Invasive plants
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/invasiveplants.shtml





Reduce lawn area

• Reduces
– Water & air pollution
– Water usage
– Maintenance
– Costs

• Gives
– More free time

One hour on riding mower = 400 miles

Mower exhaust = 11 small cars’ exhaust



Minimize lawn areas



Mow or bush hog 1/2 or 1/3 of the meadow each year



Reduce runoff

• Reduce amount of pervious (hard) 
surfaces

• Create rain gardens or install rain 
barrels

• Direct water into vegetated areas 
or rain gardens

Porous 
pavement



Reduce reliance on pesticides, fertilizers 
and water
• Grow plants that are resistant to 

insects & diseases

• Use plants that tolerate low 
fertility

• Use drought resistant plants

Sweet Fern

White Fir

Milkweeds



Use low input plant varieties
• Fine fescue or tall fescue 

instead of Kentucky 
bluegrass and ryegrass

• Pagoda dogwood vs 
flowering cherry

• River birch vs paper birch

Fine fescue Tall fescue

River Birch

Pagoda Dogwood Pagoda Dogwood



Use a diversity of plants & grasses

• Monocultures lead to disasters
• Diversity leads to less noticeable 

damage from pests and disease
– Incorporate many layers of plant types

• Trees
• Shrubs
• Ground covers
• Perennials, and
• Lawns



Plant in layers



Create wildlife habitats

• Diversity and plant layers go hand in 
hand with habitat creation

• Add nectar and fruit producing plants

• Strive for continuous blooms

• Add water, walls, feeders, woody 
debris





Right plant, right place, right purpose
• Choose plants based on the area to 

be planted not just for their color

• Select plants that thrive under 
existing conditions rather than trying 
to alter the conditions to meet the 
needs of a plant

• Minimize disturbance of the existing 
landscape

Wild Cranberry Bog



Right plant, right place

Beach plum –
dry sunny site Partridgeberry –

wet shady site
Staghorn Sumac –
large open dry bank



Many great plant choice sources today

https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search



Keystone 
plants

https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/keystone-plants-by-ecoregion



Pollinator 
powerhouse 
plants

• "Pollinator Powerhouse Plant" is a 
designation for native plant species 
that support a proportionally large 
number of caterpillar species: woody 
plants qualify as pollinator 
powerhouses if they support 75 or 
more species of lepidopterans; 
herbaceous plant species qualify if 
they support 15 or more species of 
lepidopterans. 

https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search

Pollinator Powerhouse Shrubs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pollinator Powerhouse Shrubs



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search

Pollinator Powerhouse Perennials

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pollinator Powerhouse Perennials



https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search

Pollinator Host Plants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Host Plants



Soft-bodied insects are key for baby birds



Use common sense pest management

• Integrated pest management
–Know your pest
–Pick it, trap it or exclude it
–Know the good bugs
–Mow, prune or water
–Use pesticides wisely



Spare the Sprays. Even Organic Ones

Eric Mader – The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation

Soaps and Oils, only 
when directly sprayed 
upon the pollinator

Toxicity of 
Common Organic 
Pesticides to 
Pollinators



Turn off 
the lights



Many great plant choice sources today

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants


Many great plant choice sources today

https://mainenativeplants.org/plant-finder/



Many great plant choice sources 
today

https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/



Where to buy native plants

https://wildseedproject.net/buy-native-plants/



Pest management resources
http://www.GotPests.org – Maine DACF

https://extension.umaine.edu/home-and-garden-ipm/

http://www.gotpests.org/
https://extension.umaine.edu/home-and-garden-ipm/


Resources

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamys-hub-1



Resources



Resources





Questions?

gary.fish@maine.gov 
207-287-7545
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