Funding Options for Maine Conservation Corps Partners

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

· A portion of gasoline taxes is transferred from the Highway Trust Fund to the Recreational Trails Program for trail development and improvement.

· The Bureau of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry oversees the RTP in Maine.

· The appropriated funds are awarded by three categories:
· Motorized recreational trails - 30%
· Non-motorized recreational trails - 30%, up to $35,000
· Diverse use recreational trails - 40%, up to $35,000
· The RTP also permits up to 5% annually for the operation of environmental protection programs and safety education programs related to trail use
· RTP awards are reimbursement grants/match grants 

· Municipalities, state agencies, and non-profits are welcome to apply for RTP funding.

· The deadline for RTP proposals is mid-November.  Award announcements are in February.

For more information see: http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/programs/community/trailsfund.html
or contact: 
Grants & Community Recreation Division
Bureau of Parks & Lands
Maine Department of Conservation
124 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 287-4962
mick.rogers@maine.gov
Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund (MOHF)
-       MOHF money is accrued through the sale of designated lottery tickets and is applied to the conservation of Maine land and wildlife.
· The MOHF typically raises $700,000 per year in funding and awards this money at two times throughout the year.

· Funding is divided among four categories. Projects involving trail construction and maintenance may be awarded funds under the category of acquisition and management of public land (category receives 35% of overall funding).

· Organizations interested in obtaining funding must apply through a designated state Natural Resource Agency.  MCC is one of 16 such agencies.

· Deadlines for agencies to submit a proposal are March 1st and September 1st of each year.  Applicants should present their proposal to a designated agency at least one month before these deadlines (February 1st and August 1st).  

· Awards are announced within three months of the agency deadlines. 

For more information see:  http://www.state.me.us/ifw/grants/outdoorheritagefund/aboutfund.htm
or contact:
Carol Gay, Secretariat

Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund

37 Wiscasset Road

Pittston, ME 04345

(207) 458-8421
mohf@gwi.net
