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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Town of Richmond Comprehensive Plan 2016 is an update of a Plan adopted in 1991. The Plan is, first 

and foremost, a roadmap for the future.  It is intended to be a guide for managing change within the 

community over the next 10 years or so. It provides a set of policies that help to guide decisions in land 

ǳǎŜΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ !ǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 

the Plan serves as a guide for elected and appointed officials in Richmond as they consider new programs 

and policies. 

The Comprehensive Plan is not a set of regulations or ordinances, but is intended to provide guidance. 

While it does contain policy recommendations, those changes must be voted on by residents at future 

Town Meetings. 

Comprehensive Plans generally have a lifespan of 10-12 years.  Amendments can be made if local 

circumstances change or as progress is made in implementing the Plan. The Plan should be flexible to 

ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

(This Plan was deemed by the State to be consistent with the Growth Management Act.) 
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VISION FOR RICHMOND 
 

¶ The Town and its residents guide the growth of Richmond so that it preserves the important 

values of the community including its heritage, historical values, diversity of population and 

natural resources. 

¶ Richmond history is part of the fabric of everyday life. The historic appeal of our village 

architecture is preserved and showcased. 

¶ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

wildlife habitat, and scenic value. 

¶ Richmond residents are responsible stewards of our natural resources, including open space, 

forest and wetlands. We balance growth and development with the preservation, promotion and 

continued accessibility of our resources. 

¶ RichƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΣ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

others seeking these activities. 

¶ There are diverse housing opportunities for all ages and income levels, and Richmond continues 

to maintain a balance between providing for residential development and maintaining our rural 

character. 

¶ We maintain the safety of our transportation infrastructure ς including roadways, sidewalks, and 

bicycle lanes ς while adapting to growth. 

¶ We use public facilities and services to plan for growth, rather than simply react to growth 

pressures. 

¶ Richmond is a place that attracts and retains a diversity of businesses and pursues economic 

growth, while maintaining our quality of life and small-town character. 

¶ Education throughout all stages of life is highly valued, from preschool through secondary school; 

from higher education, to workforce training; to opportunities for lifelong learning. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SUMMARY 
 

The Town of RichmƻƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘComprehensive Plan was adopted on February 27, 1991 as a guide 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мффм /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ 2016 Update 

was completed by the Comprehensive Plan Committee with assistance by the Community & Business 

Development Director Victoria Boundy.  

The first public information and visioning session was held in November 2012. Regular monthly 

Comprehensive Plan Committee meetings began in April 2013 and continued through the first half of 

2016. All meeting agendas ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΦ /ƻƳǇ 

tƭŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ 

newsletter, The Mainely Richmond, which is published six times per year and is mailed to every Richmond 

resident and business. 

Regular Comprehensive Plan updates were provided to the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board, and 

periodically provided to the Richmond Recreation Committee, Senior Center, Library story hour parents, 

and other local committees. Several key Committee members had a visioning session with the Richmond 

High School National Honor Society and Key Club, whose members shared what they like about their town 

and what kind of future they envision.  

The Comprehensive Plan Committee hosted joint information sessions with the Planning Board, where 

the following topical experts were invited to share information: 

¶ Phil Carey of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry presented the Committee 

with state guidance and requirements on Comprehensive Plans and public outreach strategies to 

consider. 

¶ Local historian Jay Robbins outlined historic resources for us during our preparation of the Historic 

Resources chapter. 

¶ Bethany Atkins ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴƭŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ά.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘέ 

program gave a presentation on how communities use their habitat maps. 

¶ Carrie Kinne, Executive Director of the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust discussed land conservation 

and farmland preservation. 

¶ Scott Benson of the Midcoast Economic Development District (MCEDD) had sessions with the 

Committee on economic development in Maine and the region. 

¶ CǊŀƴƪ hΩIŀǊŀ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ housing climate in Maine. 

There were several public visioning sessions in addition to the kick-off visioning session, including two 

Future Land Use workshops in the fall of 2015 that were facilitated by Good Group Decisions, which 

received good coverage in the Kennebec Journal. Presentations were also given at a Town Meeting 
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Information Session in May 2015 and draft Plan chapters were provided at an information table at the 

2014 and 2015 Town Meetings. 

The following community surveys were completed as part of the Comprehensive Plan process: 

1. 2013 survey that was inserted into The Mainely Richmond newsletter, which is sent to every 

resident and business in town, copies at both the Town Office and Library, and online via Survey 

Monkey. 

2. A bicycle/pedestrian survey was distributed at the Town Office, the Library and on Survey Monkey 

in 2014 as part of a Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan completed by the Midcoast Council of Governments 

όƴƻǿ a/955ύΤ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ tƭŀƴΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻn 

Chapter. 

3. Richmond businesses were surveyed in 2014 regarding the opportunities and challenges of doing 

business in Richmond. Key businesses were also interviewed face-to-face. These surveys were 

part of an Economic Development Strategy Report completed in 2015 by MCEDD; data and 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ tƭŀƴΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Chapter. 

The Committee and Town Staff completed the bulk of the work, but we also received some assistance 

from Planning Decisions and MCEDD staff. Laurisa Loon, Town of Richmond Executive Assistant, designed, 

formatted and printed this document.  

Comprehensive Plan Committee Members: 

Jennifer Bourget: Jennifer is a pediatric nurse who has lived in the area for 30 years and in Richmond since 

2012.  In addition to her involvement in the Comprehensive Plan Committee, Jennifer is a Licensed Massage 

Therapist, Reiki Master, artisan and avid gardener.   

Michail Grizkewitsch: Michail has lived in Richmond since 1972 and has been an active member of the 

community.   Michail has severed as a selectman, and member of the school board, community 

development revolving loan board, and appeals board.  Michail has raised three children in the 

community and enjoys coaching soccer.  Michail is retired after several years as an outside machinist and 

various business throughout Maine.  

hΩbŜƛƭ [ŀǇƭŀƴǘŜ: hΩbŜƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ Ǉublic service for thirty years. He served as a police officer for 

нф ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hΩbŜƛƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ a school board member in Richmond for 

two years and was RSU chairman for two years. More recentlyΣ hΩbŜƛƭ was on the budget committee for 

two years; presently, he is a member of the Richmond Board of Selectmen. 

Patti Lawton: Patti Lawton has been a realtor since 1991 ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ 

International Realty in Brunswick. She has also been involved in her local community as past president of 

Tedford Housing, a local shelter and housing organization, and is soon to be president of Midcoast Maine 

Community Action Agency.  Patti has three children and two grandchildren with one more on the way. 
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Carol Minnehan: Carol has been a Richmond resident for several years.  She works as a real estate broker and 

is a volunteer with Tedford Housing in Brunswick, an agency that helps people with housing issues and 

homelessness.  Prior to living in Richmond she was a member of her town's planning board and conservation 

committee.  She has two children and a chocolate lab.  She particularly loves the Richmond waterfront park 

and visits there almost daily all year round.  

Tom Nugent: Tom moved to Richmond 13 years ago, after retiring from a career in financial publishing.  He 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ tŀƳΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ-town character, its central location, and its rich 

architectural heritage.  He also served on the Richmond Planning Board and has volunteered at Marcia 

Buker School. 

Linda Smith: Linda moved to the Beedle Road in Richmond in fall 2009. She currently works as the Business 

Development Manager for the Town of Brunswick. She has enjoyed the opportunity to access Pleasant 

Pond, have a great garden, and play on the Kennebec River and Swan Island! She joined the 

Comprehensive Planning Committee in late spring 2015 as a way to learn more about the Town, meet her 

neighbors and give back to the community. 

Peter Warner:  Peter has lived in Richmond for 18 years, has been married 41 years, has three children 

and seven grandchildren.  Peter is a retired Fire Captain with the US Dept. of Defense and is now employed 

with Main Street Fuel. He spent eight years on the Richmond Fire Department, on the Dresden/Richmond 

First Responders, and over four years on the Budget Committee.  He has been a Selectman for over three 

years and is currently Chair.  He is also a member of the Richmond Revolving Loan Board Committee, and 

a volunteer with Richmond Days, the Town Halloween and Christmas tree lighting events, and the 

Richmond Area Food Bank. By his own account, Peter is "Bullish" on Richmond. 

Other Volunteers Included: 

¶ Roger Alexander 

¶ Jon Bellino 

¶ Doug Chess 

¶ Ruthanne Harrison 

¶ Bette Horning 

¶ Kimberly Howard 

¶ Edward Mackenzie 

¶ John Ungemach 

The Town has scheduled two public hearing dates to discuss this Plan with the public: 

1. May 24, 2016 

2. June 1, 2016 
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The Plan will also be discussed at Town Meeting on June 7. Town residents will be asked to adopt this 

Comprehensive Plan via Referendum on Election Day, June 14, 2016. This Plan should be reviewed 

annually to measure progress, amended as needed (with approvals) and wholly updated within 10 years.  
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REGIONAL COORDINATION  
 

Economic Development 

Richmond is a smaller-scale service and employment center for nearby communities. Many residents from 

surrounding towns in the region visit Richmond to eat and shop downtown, recreate, and work. At the 

same time, Richmond is a net exporter of employees to the larger labor markets that surround it, including 

the Brunswick Micropolitan, Augusta Micropolitan, and Lewiston/Auburn Metropolitan labor market 

areas. Given the importance of Richmond in the smaller region, and vice versa, the Town should seek out 

opportunities to partner with nearby towns on economic development initiatives, as well as work with 

regional organizations such as the Southern Midcoast Chamber of Commerce and MCEDD to increase 

opportunities and resources. 

Housing  

The Town should seek out opportunities to partner with nearby towns on housing initiatives, as well as 

work with regional organizations such as the MCEDD to increase opportunities and resources. 

Transportation 

Connecting MaineΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-range transportation plan (2008 ς 2030) was developed by the 

MaineDOT with assistance from the eleven regional councils. The regional councils identified 38 Corridors 

of Regional Economic Significance for Transportation (CRESTs). In the Midcoast region, Route 24 was 

identified as CREST Priority #2 (Route 1 was identified as Priority #1). The next step was to define a 

prioritized list of transportation and other strategies that will meet the regional objectives of each CREST.  

In the fall of 2012, the Midcoast Council of Governments (MCOG) convened an advisory committee to 

develop a Corridor Plan for Route 24 from Richmond to Harpswell. A set of strategies was outlined for 

each corridor community.  They included the following: 

1. !ŘƻǇǘ ŀ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΥ ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ 

streets so that they work for all users (pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders of all 

ages and abilities). The Route 24 Plan recommends that MaineDOT adopt a Complete Streets style 

approach for the corridor (This has been implemented). 

2. MaineDOT should increase the width and clearance of the dangerous railroad trestle in Richmond, 

which is so low that trucks routinely crash into it. 

3. Improve local way-finding signage for tourism destinations throughout Richmond, and coordinate 

with other Route 24 towns on the format and design. 
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Public Facilities & Services 

Regional cooperation can often result in more cost-effective and improved delivery of services. The 

following is a summary of town services where the town works closely with other municipalities or where 

there are cooperative agreements: 

¶ The Town of Dresden contracts with us for five hours per week for the Code Enforcement Officer; 

and for public works projects on an as-needed basis. 

¶ Fire Protection Mutual Aid Agreements with neighboring communities. 

¶ Coordinating with adjacent communities on road projects. 

¶ The Town always considers bulk-purchasing through MCEDD and uses this option when it is most 

cost-effective. 

¶ We have a contract with Pittston for use of our Holding Area. 

Fiscal Capacity 

Regional or interlocal agreements between municipalities may offer opportunities to create economies 

of scale and cost savings for some town services. The Town already participates in a number of municipal 

partnerships and takes advantage of regional programs such as fire department mutual aid, cooperative 

purchasing, membership in MCEDD and sharing the services of a Code Enforcement Officer with the Town 

of Dresden.  

Other types of service affiliations could be possible and should be explored to determine if they will save 

money and still offer the same or greater levels of service.  Identifying opportunities for shared or regional 

services can lessen increases in some municipal services and programs.  

Another strategy is to explore operational and infrastructure efficiencies such as reducing energy costs, 

road maintenance and repair costs, and the use of new products or methods which can reduce costs. This 

approach will require the participation of municipal staff to find creative cost saving approaches and the 

willingness of the Select Board and Richmond citizens to consider the investment usually required to 

explore and implement these methods.       
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HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 

Vision: Richmond history is part of the fabric of everyday life. The historic appeal of our village architecture is 

preserved and showcased. 

 

Introduction 

The written history of Richmond begins in 1649 with the purchase of a tract of land from the Indians by 

Christopher Lawson. This tract encompassed the present towns of Richmond and Gardiner. In 1719, Fort 

Richmond was constructed to facilitate trade to the interior and to offer some protection to the few 

settlers who had come to this wilderness. This fortification was abandoned and dismantled in 1754 when 

the Forts Shirley, Western and Halifax were built further up the Kennebec River. 

On the incorporation of Bowdoinham in 1762, the territory which is now Richmond was included as part 

of Bowdoinham. In 1823, Richmond was set off from Bowdoinham and incorporated as a separate town. 

The population of Richmond at its incorporation was 850. Richmond takes its name from Ludovic Stewart, 

2nd Duke of Lennox and 1st Duke of Richmond (1574 ς 1624), who was a Scottish nobleman and politician.  

wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘΣ ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭy for recreation, was once the focus of its commercial and 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ мфth Century homes. From a 

modest start in 1815 with the construction of a schooner, shipbuilding in Richmond blossomed during the 

19th Century.  In his book, Richmond on the Kennebec, John Fleming notes that the roughly 75-year span 

ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎƘƛǇōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŜǊŀ ǿŀǎ ƛǘǎ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦέ  

Next to Bath, according to Merchant Sail, a six-volume history of the shipbuilding industry, Richmond was 

άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƘƛǇōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ŀǘƘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ мунп-муурΦέ  bƻǿ 

removed or buried in rocks and mud, the ways and stocks that lined the Kennebec River at Richmond were 

the cradles of nearly 250 wooden vessels, including ships, barques, brigs and schooners.   Numbered 

among these vessels were a handful of Richmond-built clipper ships, a special class of sailing vessel 

designed purely for speed.  Analogous to todaȅΩǎ CŜŘ9Ȅ©, clipper ships were just the ticket for low-bulk, 

high-value commodities such as opium or tea from China or for a fast trip to the California or Australian 

gold fields. 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŎƭƛǇǇŜǊ ǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ-tech and represented a significant 

departure from traditional marine architecture.  The primary defining characteristics of clipper ships were 

their sharp hull design and daring, almost reckless use of spars and canvas.  Cargo-carrying capacity was 

traded for speed.  Even the naming of these vessels was different: Prior to the arrival of the clipper ship, 

vessels often bore the name of the wife or a daughter of the owner or perhaps a family name.  In another 
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break with the past, clipper ships carried names like Flying Cloud, Sovereign of the Seas, and Great 

RepublicΦ  wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Pride of America, Wild Wave, Gauntlet and Wizard King. 

The latter two, Gauntlet and Wizard King, were constructed in the shipyard of T.J. Southard, one of 

RichmonŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ {ƻǳǘƘŀǊŘΩǎ ǎƘƛǇȅŀǊŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ тр 

and 100 wooden vessels of all types over its 44-year existence, including some of the largest built in Maine. 

Wild Wave was built by George H. Ferrin, whose youthfulness at the time ς only 32 years old ς was also 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ Ŧƻƭƪǎ άŦǊƻƳ ŀǿŀȅΣέ Wild Wave 

played the opening role in an epic worthy of Robinson Crusoe, ending its days on a coral reef among the 

Pitcairn Islands. When T.J. Southard saw shipbuilding begin to slacken off, he built mills and commercial 

buildings, which along with his house are part of the Historic District. 

 The last ship built in Richmond was the schooner Phoebe Crosby built in 1920. Richmond was second only 

to Bath in shipbuilding in the Sagadahoc/Kennebec River area.  (Sources: The National Register of Historic 

Places Nomination Form; Richmond on the Kennebec; Richmond ς A Long View) 

Another notable piece of Richmond area history is the importance of the ice cutting industry. The 

Kennebec River had a large ice cutting industry during the late 1800s and early 1900s. In the 1820s the 

first ice house was built in Richmond, Maine. The ice industry was in its heyday during the late 1800s along 

the Kennebec River.  By 1882, two-thirds of the 1.5 million tons of ice was harvested from the Kennebec 

River and Maine moved to the forefront of the industry. Twenty-five hundred came to the ice fields on 

the Kennebec River each winter to cut and store ice during this time.   

Due to clever promotion, the Kennebec ice became known as the best ice, higher in purity and health 

benefits, and people were willing to pay more for Kennebec ice. Farmers and their horse teams were hired 

by large Boston or New York firms to supply ice to the metropolitan areas south of Maine. Ice houses 

dotted the banks of the Kennebec River in Richmond and Dresden. Ice was cut and shipped south, even 

as far as Central America. Seasonal workers, such as farmers, depended on this thriving industry. Ice was 

considered a luxury item until after the Civil War. However, when Americans added more fresh foods and 

dairy into their diets, more homes had ice boxes and the ice market rapidly expanded. With modern 

refrigeration, the ice industry on the Kennebec came to an end. (Source: Maine Memory Network). 

Also of note, Richmond was once the center of the largest Slavic-speaking settlement in the United States. 

People of Ukrainian, Russian, and Polish heritage immigrated to the United States during World War II to 

settle along the Kennebec Valley. In the 1950s and 1960s, there was also a large influx of White Russian 

émigrés, who earlier fled the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and eventually came to Richmond both from 

Europe and from major US cities like New York. Many of these settlers were retirees, and their families 

often chose not to remain there. For this reason, the Richmond White Russian community has now largely 

disappeared. One of the churches that they built, however, the Russian Orthodox Church of St. Alexander 

Nevsky, continues to function to this day. 
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Historic Resources 

Richmond, historically, was not an agricultural community. To the contrary, it was a community of 

shipbuilders and seafarers who used their construction skills and knowledge of foreign lands to construct 

fine, large homes. Often these homes were patterned after buildings seen on their travels on the world 

trade routes. 

During the decades prior to the Civil War, Richmond experienced a period of economic prosperity and 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

center was developed. At that time Greek Revival architecture was popular, resulting in numerous homes 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΦέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ 

styles. For its size the Town of Richmond has more surviving Greek Revival architecture than any town in 

Maine, in addition to other significant architectural styles.  

A significant portion of Richmond Village has been designated as a National Register Historic District (See 

Map 1). The District encompasses the area roughly bounded by the Kennebec River, South Street, High 

Street, and Alexander Reed Road (approximately 100 acres). Within the District, there are a large 

collection of architecturally and historically significant structures.  

The most noteworthy of these are: 

 

The Southard Block, 314 Front Street: 

This building is a three-story commercial structure 

with a cast iron façade and mansard roof. The 

building is located on Front Street between 

Weymouth and Church Streets. The building was 

built in 1882 by T. J. Southard as a bank and 

counting house. The building is designated as a 

National Register Historic Site and a Historic 

American Building (National Register ς February 23, 

1973 and HABS ς ME 159). 
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The Southard Mill, 307 Front Street: 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά!ƳŜǎ aƛƭƭΣέ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

across Front Street from the Southard Block. It was 

built in 1881 by T.J. Southard as a cotton mill 

involving the manufacturing of cotton bags. The 

building is constructed of brick. 

 

 

 

The T.J. (Thomas Jefferson) Southard House, 17 Church Street: 

This structure was built in 1855 by T.J. Southard as 

Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ΦWΦ {ƻǳǘƘŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

prominent shipbuilder and developer. The home is 

located at the corner of Church and Pleasant 

Streets. The house is one of the most stylish 

wooden Italianate homes surviving in the State of 

Maine. The building is designated as a Historic 

American Building (HABS ς ME 149). 

 

 

The Captain David Stearns House, 5 Baker Street: 

This structure was built in approximately 1851-1855 

for Captain Stearns, who was master of both 

Dresden and Richmond built vessels. The house is a 

fine example of Greek Revival architecture. It has an 

interesting feature in that the capitals of the 

columns are carved in stylized lotus leaves, 

reflecting the influence of the Egyptian Revival. The 

house is designated as a Historic American Building 

(HABS ς ME 142). 
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The Methodist Church όά5ǊǳƳ /ƘǳǊŎƘέύΣ нм tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΥ 

This building was originally built as the Village Chapel 

Society in 1846. It is a characteristic village or rural 

church with fine Gothic Revival detail on the exterior. It 

was built by Charles Buker, a Richmond carpenter and 

joiner, who instructed the building committee to model 

it after the Gardiner Universalist Church. The building is 

designated an Historic American Building (HABS ς ME 

155). 

 

The William S. Hagar House, 3 Hagar Street: 

This house was built in approximately 1870-1875 by 

Hagar. The house is a good example of decorative 

Victorian architecture. The house is a three-story 

structure with a central tower which is its most 

outstanding and decorative feature. William S. Hagar 

was the first of the shipbuilding Hagars although he 

built no ships but inherited part of the family fortune. 

The Hagars built 21 vessels in Richmond, most of which 

were square riggers. 

 

The Captain Frances Theobald House, 149 Pleasant Street: 

This house was built in approximately 1847 ς 1855. It 

is a fine example of Greek Revival architecture with a 

classic façade with fluted columns rising to a lovely 

pediment. The columns are capped with Corinthian 

capitals, the only such examples in Richmond. 

Captain Francis Theobald was a Richmond shipbuilder 

who was descended from a Hessian surgeon (18th-

century German auxiliaries contracted for military 

service by the British government) with the British 

Army during the Revolution. The Theobalds built and 

sailed many square riggers. 
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The William Maxwell House, 284 Front Street:  

Built in approximately 1880 by William Maxwell, a 

local carpenter with a seafaring ancestry, this two and 

a half story dwelling with a mansard roof and 

attached barn is designed in the Second Empire. 

 

 

 

The Charles B. Foster House, 2 Baker Street: 

This home was built around 1850-51 and was owned 

by Charles B. Foster, a local sawmill owner.  It was 

built by shipbuilder Campbell Alexander in the Greek 

Revival style. 

 

 

 

 

The Nazarene Church, 1 Spruce Street: 

This structure was built in 1857 as a Congregational Church. The 

lines of the church are basically Greek Revival but depart from 

this style with rounded arch windows with keystones and heavy 

brackets in the tower. The church is topped with an onion-type 

dome which replaced the original spire. This church was 

designed by Harvey Graves of Boston who also did the Free Will 

Baptist Church in Bangor. 
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The Central Fire Station, 3 Myrtle Street: 

This building was built in 1846 as the Town Hall 

and Schoolhouse. The building is a two-story 

gable roofed brick structure. 

 

 

 

 

The Charles Southard House, 2 Hathorn Street: 

This building was built in approximately 1870-

1875. It was purchased by T.J. Southard for his son 

Charles and remodeled in 1890. It is now known as 

the Southard Museum and it highlights Richmond 

and regional history with permanent exhibits and 

rotating exhibits and events. 

 

 

 

The Hathorn Block, 330 Front Street: 

This four and a half story masonry building was 

built in 1850 as a commercial structure by 

Jefferson Hathorn and his brother Jackson 

Hathorn.  The first bank in the town of Richmond 

was located in the Hathorn Block. It is located at 

the foot of Main Street and is done in the Greek 

Revival style. 
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The Richmond Hotel, 7 Main Street:  

.ǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ муот ōȅ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ά/ŀǇΩǘ WŜŦŦέ IŀǘƘƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

brother Jackson Hathorn. These two men came from 

Dresden to Richmond in 1835. Jackson Hathorn operated a 

store in Richmond and the two brothers owned and 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǎƘƛǇȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǊŦΦ /ŀǇΩǘ WŜŦŦ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ 

many ships during a career which lasted from 1829 to 

1873. 

 

 

In addition to the designated historic district, there are numerous other architecturally important 

structures in the northern part of the Village and in outlying areas of the Town.  One such building is the 

Peacock Tavern located on Route 201. This building was built in 1807 and served as an inn for the traveling 

public on the Old Post Road. The building is registered on the National Register of Historic Places and is 

protected by an historic easement. 

Based on preliminary architectural survey data, the following properties may also be eligible for listing in 

the Register: 

¶ House, 41 River Road 

¶ Maine Central Railroad Bridge #5394, Richmond Road 
(Kirk Mohney, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, October 2012) 

Taken collectively, the buildings, village fabric and rural outlying areas represent a significant historical 

resource as a representation of a small nineteenth century Maine town. 

In addition to the buildings remaining from the nineteenth century, the Town contains the sites of the 

original Fort Richmond established in the early 1700s. The original site is located on the river side of North 

Front Street. The fort was later moved to a site near the Richmond-Dresden Bridge. These sites represent 

a major piece of the heritage of the community. 

Archaeological Resources 

The Legislature, in recognizing the importance of Maine's cultural heritage of the distant past to our 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜϥǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 

archaeological sites for proper excavation and intŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

of site location information In order to protect the site or protected site from unlawful excavation or harm, 

any information in the possession of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, the State Museum, the 

Bureau of Parks and Lands, other state agencies or the University of Maine System about the location or 
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other attributes of any site or protected site may be designated by the Maine Historic Preservation 

Commission or State Museum as confidential and exempt from Title 1, chapter 13. Such data must be 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦέ 

Richmond contains a number of significant archaeological resources (See Map 2: Known Archaeological 

Sites and Areas Sensitive for Prehistoric Archaeology).  To date, eleven historic archaeological sites are 

documented for the town. 

 

Table 1: Richmond Archaeological Sites 

Site Name Site Number Site Type Periods of 
Significance 

National Register 
Status 

Fort Richmond ME 369-001 Military, fort 1719 ς 1754 Eligible 

Nowell Mill ME 369-002 Mill, sawmill 1738 - ? Undetermined 

Swan Island ME 369-003 Trading post 1650s ς 1721 Undetermined 

Young Brother(s) ME 369-005 Wreck, schooner 29-Jun-10 Undetermined 

Richmond Corner 
Settlement 

ME 369-005 Farmstead ? Undetermined 

¢ǊƻǘǘΩǎ tǘΦ 
όIŀƭŜȅΩǎύ LŎŜƘƻǳǎŜ 

ME 369-006 Icehouse ca. 1870 ς 1900 Undetermined 

J. Trott ME 369-007 Domestic ca. 1800 ς 1850 Undetermined 

James Litch 
Homestead 

ME 369-008 Domestic ca. 1870 ς 1900 Undetermined 

Schoolhouse Lot ME 369-009 School ? Undetermined 

John Parks 
Homestead 

ME 369-010 Domestic ca. 1775 ς ca. 
1826 

Undetermined 

Orient Ice House ME 369-011 Icehouse 1870 ς ca. 1904 Undetermined 

Leith Smith, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, October 2012 

Richmond also has prehistoric archaeological sites. Three sites are known, all on the banks of the 

Kennebec River.  One professional archaeological survey has been completed (shown in yellow on the 

accompanying map), associated with studies for the new Richmond-Dresden bridge project. (Arthur 

Spiess, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, October 2012. 

State Goals ς Historic and Archaeological Resources: 

ά¢ƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦέ  ό¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

within the boundaries of the State, rather than only to those resources that are directly protected by the 

State.) 

Local Goals: 

1. To catalog, make accessible, and preserve local historic documents and resources. 

2. To share knowledge and educate general public and schoolchildren about Richmond history. 

3. To preserve and adaptively reuse important historic and archaeological structures and areas. 
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Recommended Implementation Strategies  

Implement the Goals and Policies as follows: Responsible Party Timeframe Resources 

Goal 1: Catalog, make accessible, and preserve local historic documents and resources. 
 

1. Develop an active Richmond Historical Society to 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ 
historical resources and documents 

Community 
Development 
Director (C&BD) 

1 year after 
Comp Plan 
approval 

Town 
Historian 

2. Find a permanent, safe and accessible place to 
ƘƻǳǎŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

Historical Society TBD Town 
Historian 

3. Store, preserve and digitize important records and 
documents. 

Historical Society TBD Maine 
Memory 
Network, 
Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

4. Store, preserve and digitize historic Town 
government documents and records. 

Town staff 
designated by 
Board of Selectmen 
(BOS) 

1 year after 
Comp Plan 
approval 

Maine 
Memory 
Network, 
Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

Goal 2: Share knowledge and educate general public and schoolchildren about Richmond history. 
 

1. Develop interpretive and educational projects, such 
as an historic walking tour, interpretive signage, 
and oral histories. 

Historical 
Society/ (C & BD) 
Director with Town 
Historian 

TBD Museum in 
the Streets; 
neighboring 
town projects; 
Downtown TIF 
funds 

2. .ŜƎƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ нллth anniversary. Historical 
Society/Town Staff 

1 year after 
Comp Plan 
approval 

Town 
Historian 

Goal 3: Preserve and adaptively reuse important historic and archaeological structures and areas. 
 

1. Establish a committee to review the Historic District 
boundaries and protections. 

Selectboard 1 year after 
Comp Plan 
adoption 

Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

2. Develop an historic resources inventory. Committee above 
or Historical 
Society 

TBD Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

3. Carry out professional archaeological survey of 
potentially significant resources associated with the 
ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘial, and industrial 
heritage, particularly those associated with the 
earliest Euro-American settlement of the town in 
the 18th and 19th centuries (State recommendation). 

Committee above 
or Historical 
Society 

TBD Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 
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4. Research how other towns and cities successful 
adaptively reuse historic buildings. 

(C&BD) Ongoing Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

5. The Town should continue to seek resources and 
grants to protect important historical buildings. 

(C&BD) Ongoing Maine Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

6. Review Zoning Ordinance and make additions or 
revisions to better protect historic structures. 

CEO, with Planning 
Board and Comp 
Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 

Following 
Comp Plan 
adoption 

State Planning 
Office  

7. Educate property owners in the Historic District 
about how to restore or protect their properties. 
Create a fact sheet for owners. 

(C&BD) Ongoing; 
Add to 
άƴŜǿ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ 
packet 

TIF, Town 
Revolving 
Loan Fund, 
State & 
Historic Tax 
Credits 
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MAP 1: RICHMOND HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

 

  

RICHMOND HISTORIC DISTRICT OUTLINED IN BLUE 
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MAP 2: ARCHAEOGICAL SITES 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Vision: Richmond residents are responsible stewards of our natural resources, including open space, 

forest, water bodies and wetlands. We balance growth and development with the preservation, 

promotion and continued accessibility of our resources for recreation, wildlife habitat, agriculture, and 

scenic values.  

Introduction 

This chapter provides a summary about the natural systems which comprise RichƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

environment. The following areas will be discussed to determine how our natural features relate to the 

overall health and vitality of the town and its future development and land use patterns: geology, 

topography, soils, surface and ground water, land cover, and unique natural areas and wildlife habitat.  

A realistic assessment and appreciation of our environmental features will allow us to both identify 

constraints on development and to identify areas appropriate for development where negative impacts 

to natural resources are minimal and costs are lower for construction.  

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ 

regulations and often address the same feature. Some resources require multiple levels of review and 

approval before land development may occur while others are less restrictive. The information provided 

in this chapter is designed to help the community understand its natural resources and to make sure land 

use planning and development occurs in such a way that future generations can enjoy the values and 

beauty of the town. 

Watersheds 

Richmond is divided into eight major watersheds, each with its own physical characteristics, natural 

environments and patterns of development. All of the land area within the town eventually drains into 

the Kennebec River. 

Kennebec River watershed parallels the Kennebec River in a band 2,000 to 3,000 feet in width. The 

watershed occupies 2.4 square miles or 7.5% of the land area in the Town. While Richmond is visually and 

culturally associated with the Kennebec River, only a small portion of the Town directly drains into the 

river. 

Mill Brook watershed is the second largest watershed, encompassing 7.35 square miles or 23.1% of the 

ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ aƛƭƭ .Ǌƻƻƪ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜōŜŎ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ Ǝǳƭƭȅ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

Wilmot Brook watershed is situated in the extreme northeast corner of the Town and covers 2.23 square 

ƳƛƭŜǎΣ т҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ ²ƛƭƳƻt Brook drains into the Kennebec River near the Gardiner City Line. 
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Rolling Dam Brook watershed is drained by two intermittent fingers of Rolling Dam Brook that drains a 

large portion of the City of Gardiner. The Brook empties into the Kennebec River, four miles north of the 

¢ƻǿƴ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ лΦсо ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ н҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

Abagadasset River watershed is the major drainage area in Richmond, covering 8.84 square miles which 

ƛǎ нтΦу҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

Baker Brook watershed is mostly found in Bowdoinham where it joins with the Abagadasset River and 

Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜōŜŎ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ нΦнс ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ тΦм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 

area. 

Denham Stream watershed is located in the southwestern corner of Richmond, where it drains 4.32 

ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ моΦс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ .ƻǿŘƻƛƴƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

discharges into the West Branch of the Cathance River. 

Pleasant Pond watershed contains some of the most extensive amount of development in the Town and 

Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ оΦпо ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ млΦт҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ   

Topography 

The topography of the Town is flat to gently rolling, typical of this part of the state known as the coastal 

lowlands. Elevations range from less than 20 feet above sea level on the shores of the Kennebec River to 

a high point of 400 feet atop Ring Hill in the northwest portion of the Town. A subtle ridge, 250ς 300 feet 

high, extends south of Ring Hill and defines the boundary of the Pleasant Pond watershed. The only other 

high point is on the Beedle Road near the New Road, where a 300-foot hill offers a break in the linear road 

alignment. 

Well over 90% of the land consists of a 0 % to 15% slope and 5% is within a 15% to 25% slope. Land in 

excess of a 25% slope is limited to only 2% of the land area and is mostly located along the slopes of the 

Kennebec River. Areas with a slope in excess of 15% have severe constraints for development and include 

the placement of subsurface wastewater disposal systems. 

Land cover is primarily woodland with a diverse mix of soft and hardwood forest. Agricultural lands are 

mostly concentrated in the northern and central part of town but can also be found in other parts of the 

community. Fields are also found throughout the town and many of these areas were once used for 

farming. Over time the fields will revert to forest. Wetlands occupy a major area and are especially located 

in the central portions of the town adjacent to the Abagadasset River. 

Soils 

More than 24 different soil types have been identified within Richmond by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS). A complete listing and explanation of these soil types and 
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what they mean for development and the environment can be found in the Soil Survey of Androscoggin 

and Sagadahoc Counties Maine published in 1970 by the SCS.  The soil survey is a valuable planning tool 

for obtaining an overview of the soil conditions in an area, to determine if it is suitable for particular 

activity. Additional on-site investigation is necessary to obtain more detailed knowledge of specific 

features of the location. 

The soil survey provides a general overview of some important environmental features including: 

¶ Hydric soils which are an indication of wetlands;  

¶ Prime farmland soils which are best suited for farming; 

¶ Woodland soils which are best suited for forestry; 

¶ Soils best suited for subsurface wastewater disposal systems; and 

¶ Soil drainage characteristics which impact construction. 

Surface Waters 

Kennebec River 

The Kennebec River forms the eastern boundary of the Town and has shaped the cultural and economic 

ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜōŜŎ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΣ 

draining a total of 5,870 square miles. All of Richmond drains into its watershed. The State has classified 

the river as an Outstanding River, which indicates its state significance in a variety of areas including 

recreation, habitat and fishing. The water quality in the river is rated as Class C which means that it is 

suitable for drinking (with treatment), for fishing and other forms of recreation, and it is also an important 

habitat for fish and other aquatic life. 

Abagadasset River 

The Abagadasset River is 13 miles in length from its headwaters in Richmond to its confluence with the 

Kennebec in Merrymeeting Bay. The River is mostly undeveloped and is a valued habitat for fish and other 

marine life. The river is mostly narrow and slow moving and is surrounded by wetland areas which provide 

an excellent habitat for waterfowl. The water quality is rated as Class B which is the third highest 

classification given by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  

Pleasant Pond 

Pleasant Pond forms the western boundary of the Town and forms the common edge with Litchfield. The 

Pond has a surface area of 748 acres, a mean depth of 6.9 feet and a maximum depth of 26 feet. The 3.4 

square mile watershed in Richmond is small compared to its total 211 square mile drainage area. 

The Pond is a component of a much larger system of ponds and streams which eventually drain into the 

Kennebec River. The Pond has been impacted for many years by erosion and the transport of nutrients 
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and phosphorus from farming and residential development along its shores. The result is poor water 

quality (below average for water bodies in the state of Maine) and frequent algae blooms result from an 

excessive amount of phosphorus.  Shoreland Zoning has helped to improve water quality by requiring 

buffers for new development and limiting the expansion of existing buildings. Likewise, the State 

Subsurface Waste Water Disposal Regulations have also assisted with water quality by making sure 

malfunctioning systems are repaired and all new systems are properly installed.  Improvements to 

agricultural operations, especially addressing manure storage areas, have also improved water quality. 

The Cobbossee Watershed District, of which Richmond is a member, is the primary water quality advocate 

for the watershed and plays an active role in working with municipalities, landowners and businesses to 

continue to improve the water quality of the Pond.  Richmond has enacted Phosphorus Control Standards 

applicable to all proposed development in the Pleasant Pond Watershed. These standards reduce 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƘƻǎǇƘƻǊǳǎ ƭƻŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ 

of phosphorus on water quality. The Friends of Cobbossee Watershed also conducts two major projects 

to reduce invasive plant growth, especially the variable leaf water milfoil. 

Wetlands 

The Wetland Characteristics Map shows all of the major wetland areas in Town. Open water wetlands and 

wetlands connected with a river, ponds or some streams are protected by Shoreland Zoning which 

prohibits development within at least 100 feet of the upland edge of the wetland. Wetland areas rated as 

high or moderate value for water fowl habitat are zoned as Resource Protection under Shoreland Zoning 

and have a 250-foot setback for any development. All other wetland areas, including forested wetlands 

areas, are also protected by both State and federal regulations which require setbacks and limit the 

amount of filing which can occur in a wetland.  Activities proposed adjacent to a wetland also require a 

permit from the State in most circumstances. 

{ǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 

any wetland areas and keep development from these areas. This type of review and protection should 

also be applicable to all other proposed development, especially if the wetland is not protected by 

Shoreland Zoning.  The maps available from Beginning with Habitat provide an excellent resource to verify 

if a proposed development is near a wetland.  These maps are also made available to the public.  

Wetland protection is important because of the many ways wetlands contribute to the overall health of 

the environment, including providing habitat for birds, mammals, reptiles, fish and plants. They also play 

a significant role in improving water quality and flood water control.  

Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance 

¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜōŜŎ 9ǎǘǳŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άCƻŎǳǎ !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Maine DIFW and other state agency partners. There are 140 Focus Areas in the state that support 
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unusually rich concentrations of rare and high-value species and natural communities that intersect with 

large blocks of undeveloped habitat.  Estuaries are places where rivers meet the sea and fresh water mixes 

ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜ YŜƴƴŜōŜŎ 9ǎǘǳŀǊȅ CƻŎǳǎ !ǊŜŀ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǘƛŘŀƭ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎΣ ŀ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǎŀƴŘȅ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŘǳƴŜ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ǊŀǊŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǇƛƴŜ 

woodland communities. More than two dozen rare plant species, numerous imperiled species of animals, 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ōŀƭŘ ŜŀƎƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǎet this Focus Area apart. At the heart of the Kennebec 

Estuary is Merrymeeting Bay, one of the most important waterfowl areas in New England. Six rivers, 

draining one-third of the State of Maine, converge in Merrymeeting Bay to form an inland, freshwater 

tidal delta. 

Swan Island is noted as a particularly biologically important area in Merrymeeting Bay. The island is well 

known for its abundant and often quite visible wildlife, especially nesting bald eagles, white-tailed deer 

and wild turkey.  Several hundred acres of tidal flats surround the island, and the shoreline has a range of 

substrates ς soft and firm mud, sand, gravel, cobble, and ledge ς that provide suitable habitat for seven 

rare plant species including wild rice. The islands upland forests of mature oak and pine have regrown on 

former pastures. A long-standing prohibition on hunting, however, has resulted in a large deer population 

that is impeding forest regeneration by over-browsing seedlings and saplings. 

(Source: Beginning with Habitat) 

Important Plants, Animals, and Habitats 

The maps showing the location of plant and animal habitats are shown on the following Beginning with 

Habitat maps: 

¶ Water Resources and Riparian Areas 

¶ High Value Plant and Animal Habitats 

¶ Wetland Characterization 

¶ USFWS Priority Trust Habitats 

The following information about the important plant, animal and habitats in the Richmond area was 

inventoried by the Beginning with Habitat Program (of the Maine Natural Areas Program) and are based 

upon the best available data. It is based upon known occurrences or known geographic distribution of the 

species listed.  
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Table 1: Rare, Threatened and Endangered Plants   

Plant Name Comment 

Estuary Monkeyflower 
(Mimulus ringens) 

Imperiled in Maine due to rarity. It is not considered threatened or endangered.  

Long-leaved Bluet 
(Houstonia longifolia) 

Rare in Maine but not considered threatened or endangered. 

tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ tƛǇŜǿƻǊǘ 
(Eriocaulon parkeri) 

Rare in Maine but not considered threatened or endangered. 

Spongy Arrowhead 
(Sagittaria calycina) 

Rare in Maine but not considered threatened or endangered. 

Source Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP) 

Table 2: Rare, Threatened and Endangered Animals  

Animal Name Comment 

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) 

Secure in Maine. Not considered threatened or endangered. 

Tidewater Mucket 
(Leptodea ochracea) 

Rare in Maine and considered threatened. 

Source Maine Division of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) 

Table 3: Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

American Bittern (Botaurus 
lentiginosus) 

Brown Thrasher 
(Toxostoma rufum) 

Greater Shearwater   Ruddy Turnstone 
(Arenaria interpres) 

American Black Duck (Anas 
rubripes) 

Canada Warbler 
(Cardellina 
canadensis) 

Greater Yellowlegs   Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

American Woodcock 
(Scolopax minor) 

Chestnut-sided 
warbler (Setophaga 
pensylvanica) 

Horned Lark (Eremophila 
alpestris) 

Sandhill Crane (Grus 
canadensis) 

Baltimore Oriole (Icterus 
galbula) 

Chimney Swift 
(Chaetura pelagica) 

Louisiana Waterthrush 
(Parkesia motacilla) 

Scarlet Tanager (Piranga 
olivacea) 

Barn Swallow (Hirundo 
rustica) 

Common Eider 
(Somateria 
mollissima) 

Marsh Wren (Cistothorus 
palustris) 

 Sandpiper (Scolopacidae) 

Barred Owl (Strix varia) Common Loon (Gavia 
immer) 

bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ 
(Ammodramus nelsoni) 

Snowy Egret (Egretta 
thula) 

Black-and-White Warbler 
(Mniotilta varia) 

Common Nighthawk 
(Chordeiles minor) 

Northern Flicker 
(Colaptes auratus) 

Veery (Catharus 
fuscescens) 

Black-billed Cuckoo 
(Coccyzus erythropthalmus) 

Eastern Kingbird 
(Tyrannus tyrannus) 

Northern Parula 
(Setophaga americana) 

Vesper Sparrow 
(Pooecetes gramineus) 

Blackburnian Warbler 
(Setophaga fusca) 

Eastern meadowlark 
(Sturnella magna) 

Pied-billed Grebe 
(Podilymbus podiceps) 

Willet (Tringa 
semipalmata) 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler (Setophaga virens) 

Eastern Towhee 
(Pipilo 
erythrophthalmus) 

Prairie Warbler 
(Setophaga discolor) 

Willow Flycatcher 
(Empidonax traillii) 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler 
(Setophaga caerulescens) 

Field Sparrow (Spizella 
pusilla) 

Purple Finch 
(Haemorhous purpureus) 

Wood Thrush (Hylocichla 
mustelina) 

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher 
(Polioptila caerulea) 

Great blue heron 
(Ardea herodias) 

Red Crossbill (Loxia 
curvirostra) 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
(Sphyrapicus varius) 

Bobolink (Dolichonyx 
oryzivorus) 

Great Crested 
Flycatcher (Myiarchus 
crinitus) 

Rose-breasted grosbeak 
(Pheucticus ludovicianus) 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
(Vireo flavifrons) 

This list was compiled primarily from breeding bird atlas and county distribution data. Based upon known ranges, 

these species may occur in Richmond if appropriate habitat is available. 

Table 4: Significant, Essential and Other Animal Habitats  

Habitat Name 

Deer Wintering Areas 

Inland Fowl and Wading Bird Habitat 

Tidal Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitat 

      Source:  MDIFW 

Table 5: Fish Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus) Atlantic Tomcod (Microgatus 
Tomcod)  

Sea-run Brook Trout  

American Eel (Anguilla rostrata) Blueback Herring Shortnose Sturgeon (Acipenser 
brevirostrum) 

American Shad (Alosa sapidissima) Brook Trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis) 

Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) Rainbow Smelt (Osmerus mordax)  

Atlantic Sturgeon (Acipenser 
oxyrhynchus oxyrhynchus) 

Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus)  

Data from MDIFW, Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), based on 

known ranges. These species may occur in Richmond if appropriate habitat is available. 

Table 6: Other Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Graceful Clearwing (Hemaris gracilis) Lamellate Supercoil (Paravitrea lamellidens) 

Data from MDIFW Damsel/Dragonfly Survey and Maine Butterfly Atlas. Based upon known ranges, these species 

may occur in Richmond if appropriate habitat is available. 

USFWS Priority Trust Habitats 

¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¦{C²{ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

included in this section and shows the areas with the best habitat in Richmond for certain priority species 

of birds, animals, fish, reptiles and plants. Many of these species are also listed above in the State lists of 

threatened and endangered species and habitats.  

The USFWS Map displays habitats that are best suited to support these rare, threatened or endangered 

species. This makes the map a valuable planning tool for future development, especially when locating a 

new structure, creating soil disturbance or rezoning land for a new activity. 
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Some of the priority species which are not also listed on the State priority list include the following: 

Animals: Canada Lynx (Lynx canadensis) 

Reptiles: Plymouth Red-Bellied Turtle (Pseudemys rubriventris bangsi) 

Fish:  Horseshoe Crab (Limulidae), Winter Flounder (Pseudopleuronectes americanus) 

Plants:  Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera leucophaea), Furbish Lousewort (Pedicularis 

furbishiae), RobbinsΩ Cinquefoil (Potentilla robbinsiana), and Small Whorled Pogover 

(Isotria medeoloides) 

Waterfowl and Wetlands 

High and moderate value wetlands which the town has zoned as Resource Protection Districts provide 

essential habitat for many waterfowl. The most notable location is the Umberhind Marsh and other areas 

ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ wƛǇŀǊƛŀƴΩ aŀǇΦ 

Richmond is one of the northernmost towns found along Merrymeeting Bay. The Bay is a significant 

waterfowl concentration area and a key component of the Atlantic Flyway system. Wetlands provide the 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊŦƻǿƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ǊŜǇǘƛƭŜǎΣ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 

wetlands and riparian areas associated with all other waterbodies also play a critical role in providing 

habitat for a range of species. The undeveloped and forested buffers surrounding waterbodies provide 

shade and habitat, and impede the flow of soil, phosphorus and other pollutant sources from negatively 

affecting water quality. The continued protection of both the riparian areas and the waterbodies are 

essential for maintaining a vital and healthy environment.  

Fisheries 

Richmond has three major bodies of water that have existing or potential value as fish habitat: The 

Kennebec River, Abagadasset River and Pleasant Pond. The Town also has many other smaller streams 

and ponds. The Kennebec River is an important sport fishing area and contains both striped bass and 

bluefish. Continued efforts to improve water quality and the recent removal of the Edwards Dam in 

Augusta have helped to improve the fisheries and have also made the river attractive for recreation and 

boating. 

Furbearers 

The Kennebec Valley and the associated countryside provides excellent habitat for a number of furbearing 

ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎΦ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ ŦǳǊōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƪΣ ƻǘǘŜǊΣ ƳǳǎƪǊŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ 

wetlands, ponds and other waterways. Upland furbearers including red fox, grey fox, raccoon, fisher, and 

coyote are found throughout the Town in reverting fields, woodlands, farmlands and along watercourses.  
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Stream Habitat Crossings 

Culverts or bridges are used for streams to pass under roadways which allow water, fish and other marine 

life to pass. Often, under-sized culverts and bridges stop the passage of fish and marine life and block 

access to breeding areas, food and habitat. The ecosystem and the long-term health of the fishery and 

overall water quality are damaged unless these structures are upgraded to allow the passage of marine 

life. 

Culverts on the following roads have been identified as potential barriers: 

¶ Alexander Reed Road 

¶ Beedle Road 

¶ Lincoln Street 

¶ Pitts Center Road 

¶ Route 24 

¶ In addition, one dam location along Route 197 was identified as a barrier. 

Replacing these culverts with properly designed and larger culverts will eliminate the barrier for fish 

passage and often will improve stormwater flow in storm events.  With proper stream crossing sizing and 

installation, roads can be improved, streams can function more naturally, and fish and wildlife can freely 

migrate.  

Upgrading these culverts should be a priority for the Town, especially when they require replacement or 

when grant funds are available to meet the stream crossing standards for fish and marine passage. The 

use of Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds from FEMA may also be available if some of these culverts are 

causing road flooding.    

Deer Wintering Areas 

Deer are widely distributed throughout the Town through most of the year. When winter snows exceed 

18 inches, they seek out areas to provide shelter from bitter winds and snow. These areas, known as 

ŘŜŜǊȅŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ŘŜŜǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ мл ǘƻ нл҈ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŜǊΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ-round range. 

The location of deer wintering areas in Richmond are shown on the Beginning with Habitat Map titled 

άIƛƎƘ ±ŀƭǳŜ tƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƛƳŀƭ IŀōƛǘŀǘǎΦέ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

central portions of the Town. Deer wintering areas help the deer population to survive the winter and 

their continued existence is essential habitat for the deer herds.   

Undeveloped Habitat 

¢ƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ aŀǇ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¦ƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ .ƭƻŎƪǎέ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ 

undeveloped and contain fields, forest, farms, open space, wetlands and waterbodies. All road frontage 
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and existing built-up areas such as the village are shown as developed. Most of the large undeveloped 

habitat blocks are in the Agricultural District in the northern portion of the Town. Some of these areas do 

contain structures and some residential housing. 

¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ мнΣорс ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ст҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

When we also look at the other Beginning with Habitat Maps especially the locations of wetlands, deer 

wintering areas and other waterbodies it is apparent that these environmental features correspond with 

the undeveloped habitat areas.   

The Importance of Habitat 

The inventory of significant plants, animals, birds and fish contains a note which states that the location 

of these species may occur if the appropriate habitat is available. When allowed to exist in its natural state 

and not be negatively impacted by pollution or other outside factors, land can provide habitat for a 

diversity of species and ecosystems.  

Many animals and plants cannot exist unless the appropriate set of natural conditions is available. While 

some species can adapt to changing circumstances and continue to thrive, many cannot and will no longer 

occupy a place. Often, development and other man-made activities create changes in habitats which 

result in a loss of species diversity. Some habitat changes occur with minimal or no human activity.  

All the changes we make to the environment have consequences even if they are prudent and fill a societal 

or community need. Nevertheless, it is wise to understand the consequences of our actions upon the 

environment and to develop in a way that does the least harm. This can be accomplished by making sure 

all applicable local, state and federal environmental laws are followed and the community is making sound 

future land use plans for to accommodate future development.  

Protection of Natural Resources from Development 

Over 80% of the Town is within an Agricultural Zoning District which also allows, with development review, 

a wide range of manufacturing activities in addition to farming, forestry, recreation and other traditionally 

rural activities. Single family residential housing is also allowed but subdivisions are subject to annual 

development limits. This District contains the majority of the farms, forestry operations, deer wintering 

areas, and wetlands, and over time could gradually shift from a rural to more suburban environment.  

The existing land use ordinance does provide adequate review of development, especially for the 

protection of natural resources, stormwater and shoreland zoning. State and federal regulations will also 

be applicable in some circumstances, depending upon the location, type and scale of the proposed 

development.   /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ƘƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 

and subject to development setbacks. However, many wetlands, especially forested wetlands and vernal 

pools, may not be adequately protected unless they are subject to state or federal oversight.  
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Promoting the continued health of farming and forestry in Town and throughout the state is an important 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ 

to promote local farms and to participate in statewide organizations which assist both agriculture and 

forestry. Likewise, revisiting the appropriate uses that can occur in the Agricultural Zoning District will also 

help to preserve the area for farming and forestry.    

Another important strategy is to use the natural resource information contained in the Beginning with 

Habitat Maps and related data to guide the location of new development in a manner which protects 

waterbodies, riparian areas, wetlands and vernal pools, deer wintering areas, and unique and endangered 

plant and animal habitat. It is recommended that the land use ordinance contain some restrictions to 

prohibit or limit development in certain areas.   

Agricultural and Forest Resources  

Currently there are 30 parcels totaling 944 acres that are enrolled in the Farmland Tax Program. 

wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΩǎ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

agriculture. Much of the agricultural activity occurs along the Beedle Road, Main Street and the Alexander 

Reed Road.  Working farms range in size up to 1,000 acres and produce beef and dairy cattle, hay and 

silage corn. Other smaller farms produce goats, hay, produce, orchards and Christmas trees. The majority 

of farms in Richmond are located in the northern section of Town. 

The most suitable areas for farming are found in scattered locations throughout the community, with 

concentrations in the Pleasant Pond area, and along the Beedle, Pitts Center and New Roads. The most 

common soil in Richmond is Buxton Silt loam, which is described as prime farmland soil.  

Currently the State is undergoing a renaissance in agriculture with an influx of young people engaging in 

new farming activities. Most of these new operations are small and produce a variety of vegetables and 

other products targeted towards local markets. Likewise, the growing small brewery and winery 

movement has increased the demand for hops, organic wheat and grapes. Additional new products 

include cheese, meats, and preserved vegetables, along with related products such as baked goods, soaps, 

jams, beer and wine. There are new agricultural operations in Richmond, including a new Maine Organic 

CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όahCD!ύ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦŀǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

in the past.      

Currently there are 83 parcels totaling 2,474 acres enrolled in the Tree Growth Tax Program. Forestry is 

primarily done on a small scale and often in conjunction with the multiple use aspect of a larger farm. 

According to the Soil Conservation Service information on soils, the most suitable areas for woodland 

production are found in the rolling hills of the Abagadasset, Mill Brook and Denham Brook Watersheds, 

on hills and ledges around Pleasant Pond and on the west side of Route 201, and along the upper sections 

of the Baker Brook Watershed.  
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Agricultural and forestry activities are allowed without restriction throughout town except for the Village 

District, where timber harvesting and farming are not allowed and seasonal produce for sale not raised 

on premises requires development review by the Planning Board. 

Marine Resources 

Richmond is considered a coastal community because of its location on a tidal river, even though it takes 

the average boater two hours to reach the open ocean. Richmond is similar to many Kennebec River 

communities in its long history of commercial activity along its waterfront. Ice harvesting, shipbuilding 

ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ 

serves as a recreational area for boating and fishing. The park is used actively for a variety of events and 

the waterfront provides an ideal backdrop for walking and many other recreational pursuits. 

The waterfront in Richmond is located in a bend in the side channel of the Kennebec River. The main 

channel, 16 feet in depth, is on the east side of Swan Island. According to the Coastal Marine Geologic 

Environments of Gardiner SE Quadrangle Maine, prepared in 1976 for the Maine Geological Survey, the 

majority of the channel is classified as tidal Fluvial Channel, which means that it is typical of the lower 

portions of river channels under tidal influences, but not carrying estuarine waters. The chart shows the 

presence of occasional ledges, mud flats and fluvial marshes. The latter environment consists of vegetated 

river floodplains and banks and freshwater pond vegetation subject to daily tidal action. 

There are no shellfishing or worming areas in the town. The Kennebec River is mostly used for recreation, 

especially boating and fishing. The fishing has improved in response to improvements in water quality and 

the removal of the Edwards Dam in Augusta which has opened up traditional reaches of the river to many 

fish species.  

The Waterfront Park and boat landing area is designated as a Commercial Fisheries and Marine Activity 

District in the Zoning Ordinance and is designed to allow a variety of water dependent activities. The Town 

has a Harbormaster who is responsible for the waterfront, moorings and boating along the river. It is 

anticipated that recreational use will continue to grow, especially as economic activity increases in the 

village.      

State Goals ς Natural Resources: 

¶ ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƪŜǎΣ 

aquifers, great ponds, estuaries, rivers, and coastal areas. 

¶ ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΣ 

wildlife and fisheries habitat, sand dunes, shorelands, scenic vistas, and unique natural areas. 

¶ Tƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴǎ 

those resources. 
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¶ ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊōƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ 

development and to promote access to the shore for commercial fishermen and the public. 

Local Goals: 

1. To protect significant surface water resources from pollution and improve water quality where needed. 

2. To conserve and protect critical natural resources in the community. 

3. To safeguard lands identified as prime farmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry and to 

support the economic viability of these industries. 

4. To continue to maintain physical and visual access to the Kennebec River for all appropriate uses, 

including recreation, fishing, and tourism. 

 

Recommended Implementation Strategies  

Implement the Goals and Policies as follows: Responsible Party Timeframe Resources 

Goal 1: To protect significant surface water resources from pollution and improve water quality where needed. 

1. Continue to participate and be actively involved in 
the Cobbossee Watershed District to maintain and 
improve the water quality at Pleasant Pond. 

BOS Ongoing Town Meeting 
support 

2. Review the land use ordinance for erosion control 
and low impact development standards to protect 
water quality. 

CEO, with 
Planning Board 

One Year MaineDEP 

Goal 2: To conserve and protect critical natural resources in the community. 

1. wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴŜ 5LC² ά.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Iŀōƛǘŀǘέ ƳŀǇǎ ƻƴ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ DƛǾŜ 
the Planning Board the option to seek the opinion 
of the MDIFW or natural resources consultant on 
natural features identified and proposed mitigation 
measures. 

CEO, with 
Planning Board 

Ongoing DIFW 
Beginning with 
Habitat 
Program 

2. Continue to monitor state and federal requirements 
for floodplain management, shoreland zoning, and 
protection of critical natural resources, and 
continue incorporating these requirements into the 
land use ordinance. 

CEO, with 
Planning Board 

Ongoing MaineDEP; 
Maine DACF 

3. Upgrade culverts on the priority list from the BWH 
maps with state and FEMA funding. 

Public Works 
Director, with 
Director of B&CD. 

Ongoing State; FEMA 

4. Create a Conservation Commission that is charged 
with inventorying and promoting the protection 
and maintenance of our natural resources and trail 
network. 

BOS 3 Years Maine 
Association of 
Conservation 
Commissions 

5. Review the land use ordinance use chart for the 
Agricultural District and ensure that agricultural 
lands are being adequately protected. 

CEO with Planning 
Board, Comp Plan 
Implementation 
Committee 

1 Year Other Towns; 
DACF 
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Goal 3: To safeguard lands identified as prime farmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry and to 
support the economic viability of these industries. 

1. Encourage, in important farmland areas, the 
development of natural resource based businesses 
and services, outdoor recreation businesses, and 
home occupations. 

CEO, with 
Planning Board 
and Comp Plan 
Implementation 
Committee  

Ongoing Zoning 
Ordinance 
review 

2. Encourage owners of productive farm and forest 
land to enroll in the current use taxation programs 
and to consider maintaining traditional public access 
to open space and trails. 

CEO, with BOS Ongoing  

3. Consult with the Maine Forest Service district 
forester and with Sagadahoc County Soil and Water 
Conservation District staff when evaluating new 
land use regulations pertaining to farm or forest 
land management practices. 

CEO, with 
Planning Board 

Ongoing Maine Forest 
Service; 
Sagadahoc 
County Soil and 
Water 
Conservation 
District 

Goal 4: To continue to maintain physical and visual access to the Kennebec River for all appropriate uses, including 
recreation, fishing, and tourism. 

1. Identify needs for additional recreational and 
commercial access, including parking, boat 
launches, docking space and swimming access. 

Harbormaster, 
with BOS and 
Director of CB&D 

Ongoing Maine DACF 

2. Continue to implement the 2008 Waterfront 
Improvement Plan. 

Director of CB&D, 
with 
Harbormaster and 
BOS 

Ongoing Small Harbor 
Improvement 
Program (SHIP), 
Boating 
Infrastructure 
Grant (BIG) 
Program 

3. Work with interested property owners, land trusts 
and others to protect major points of visual and 
physical access to waterfront and Pleasant Pond. 

Director of CB&D, 
with 
Harbormaster and 
BOS. 

Ongoing MaineDACF; 
Land for 
aŀƛƴŜΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 
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MAP 1: WATER RESOURCE AND RIPARIAN HABITATS 
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MAP 2: HIGH VALUE PLANT AND ANIMAL HABITATS  
 

 

  



40 | P a g e 
Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft 

MAP 3: UNDEVELOPED HABITAT BLOCKS AND HABITAT 
CONNECTIONS 
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MAP 4: WETLAND CHARACTERIZATION  
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MAP 5: USFWS PRIORITIES TRUST SPECIES HABITAT 
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MAP 6: BUILDING & REGIONAL LANDSCAPE 
 

 

  














































































































































































































