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INTRODUCTION

The Town of Richmond Comprehensive Plan 2016 is an update of a Plan adopted in 1991. THed®lan is
and foremost, a roadmap for the future. It is intended to be a guide for managing change within the
community over the next 10 years or so. It provideset of policies that help to guide decisions in land
dza Sz GNIXyaLRNIlIGA2yS SO2y2YAO RS@St2LIVSydsz IyR
the Plan serves as a guide for elected and appointed officials in Richmond as they consigeygrams

and policies.

The Comprehensive Plannst a set of regulations or ordinances, but is intended to provide guidance.
While it does contain policy recommendations, those changes must be voted on by residents at future
Town Meetings.

Comprehensive IBns generally have a lifespan of-1P years. Amendments can be made if local
circumstances change or as progress is made in implementing the Plan. The Plan should be flexible to
YSSi GKS ¢2¢yQa AINRgAYy3d ySSRao

(This Plan was deemed by the State to beststent with the Growth Management Act.)
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VISION FOR RICHMOND

I The Town and its residents guide the growth of Richmond so that it preserves the important
values of the community including its heritage, historical values, diversity of population and
natural resources.

1 Richmond history is part of the fabric of everyday liféhe historic appeal of our village
architecture is preserved and showcased.

T WAOKY2YRQA QI fdzSR 6 SN NBa2dz2NOSa | NB LINSaSNDS
wildlife habitat, and scenic value.

1 Richmond residents are responsible stewards of our natural resources, including open space,
forest and wetlands. We balance growth and development with the preservation, promotion and
continued accessibility of our resources.

f Rch2yRQ& @I NA2dza YR RAOGSNES NBONBFGA2YyFf X | NI
SELI YyRSR: o0SySTAlGAydI GKS (26yQa NB&aAARSyidas | a
others seekinghese activities.

1 Thereare diversehousing opporturties for all ages and income levels, and Richmond continues
to maintain a balance between providing for residential development and maintaining our rural
character.

1 We maintain the safety of our transportation infrastructuréncluding roadwayssidewalks, and
bicycle laneg while adapting to growth.

1 We use public facilities and services to plan for growth, rather than simply react to growth
pressures.

1 Richmond is a place that attracts and retains a diversity of businesgkgursues economic
growth, while maintaining our quality of life and smé&dwn character.

9 Education throughout all stages of life is highly valued, from preschool through secondary school;
from higher education, to workforce training; to opportunities for lifelong learning.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATBUIMMARY

The Town of Richthy RQ & Y XanipreheBsO&Rlain was adopted Bebruary 27, 1994s a guide
F2NJGKS ¢26yQa INRGUK YR RS@OSt 2 LIYSy i dRol6Upddtey 3 G KS
was completedby the Comprehensive Plan Committee with assistance by the Community & Business
Development Director Victoria Boundy.

The first public information and visioning session was held in November 2012. Regular monthly
Comprehensive Plan Committee meetings bega April 2013 and continued through ttiest half of

2016. All meeting agendasS NB L}R2 aliSR 2y (GKS ¢26yQa 6S6aAriGasSxz | &
tf Ly dzLJRFGS& yR YSSiGAy3da y20A0Sa 6SNB Ffaz LINRJDAI
newsletter, The Mainely Richmonadvhich is published six times per year and is mailed to every Richmond
resident and business.

Regular Comprehensive Plan updates were provided to the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board, and
periodically provided to the Richmond Reation Committee, Senior Center, Library story hour parents,

and other local committees. Several key Committee members had a visioning session with the Richmond
High School National Honor Society and Key Club, whose members shared what they like abtowirthe

and what kind of future they envision.

The Comprehensive Plan Committee hosted joint information sessions with the Planning Board, where
the following topical experts were invited to share information:

1 Phil Carey of the Department of Agricultuf@pnservation & Forestry presented the Committee
with state guidance and requirements on Comprehensive Plans and public outreach strategies to
consider.

1 Local historian Jay Robbins outlined historic resources for us during our preparation of the Historic
Resources chapter.

 Bethany AtkinsF N2 Y GKS 5A@AaAz2zy 2F LyflyR CAAKSNRSA
programgave a presentation on how communities use their habitat maps

9 Carrie Kinne, Executive Director of the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust didansiseahservation
and farmland preservatian

9 Scott Benson of théMidcoast Economi©evelopmentDistrict (MCEDD) had sessions with the
Committee on economic development in Maine and the region.

f CNIXyYyl hQIFNY 2F tfl yyAy3 5 Bd0singdidaean Maiker NER KA &

There were several public visioning sessions in addition to theokicksioning session, including two
Future Land Use workshops in the fall of 2015 that were facilitated by Good Group Decisions, which
received good coverage ithe Kennebec Journal. Presentations were also given at a Town Meeting
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Information Session in May 2015 and draft Plan chapters were provided at an information table at the
2014 and 2015 Town Meetings.

The following community surveys were completed as pathe Comprehensive Plan process:

1. 2013 survey that was inserted into The Mainely Richmond newsletter, which is sent to every
resident and business in town, copies at both the Town Office and Library, and online via Survey
Monkey.

2. A Dbicycle/pedestrian suey was distributed at the Town Office, the Library and on Survey Monkey
in 2014 as part of a Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan completed by the Midcoast Council of Governments
6y26 al 9550T NBO2YYSYyRIGA2ya FTNRY GKFGnLX Ly ||
Chapter.

3. Richmond businesses were surveyed in 2014 regarding the opportunities and challenges of doing
business in Richmond. Key businesses were also interviewedotfaee. These surveys were
part of an Economic Development Strategy Report complete@015 by MCEDD; data and
NBEO2YYSYRIFIGA2ya FNRY GKIFG NBLR2NI NB AyO2NLEN
Chapter.

The Committee and Town Staff completed the bulk of the work, but we also received some assistance
from Planning Decisions aMICEDBtaff. Laurisa Loon, Town of Richmond Executive Assistasigned,
formatted and printed thislocument.

Comprehensive Plan Committee Members:

Jennifer Bourget Jenniferis a pediatric nurse who has lived in the area for 30 years and in Richmond since
2012. In addition to her involvement in the Comprehensive Plan Committee, Jennifer is a Licensed Massage
Therapist, Reiki Master, artisan and avid gardener.

Michail Grizkewitsch Michail has lived in Richmond since 1972 and has been areaoember ofthe
community. Michail has severed as a selectmamd member of the school boarccommunity
developmentrevolving loanboard, and appeals boardMichail has raised three children in the
community and enjoys coaching soccévlichail is retired after seeral years aan outside machinist and
variousbusiness throughousaine.

hQbSAf :HQRIBAYVEIKI & oWbIR gervisefda thislyydarsie served as police dficer for

Hp &@SEFENEBE YR ¢l a | FANBTAIKEEobDboad Némbein@Bhmens foNE ©@ h Q|
two years and waRSUchairman for two years. More recenfly h Qas®i the budget committee for

two years presenty, he is anemberof the Richmond Board of Selectmen

Patti Lawton Patti Lawton has been eealtor since 1991 y R A& OdzNNBydte& I @AO0S LI
International Realty in Brunswiche has also been involved in her local community as past president of

Tedford Housing, a local shelter and housing organization, and is soon to be presideidicofd¥l Maine

Community Action AgencyRatti has three children and twgrandchildren with one more on the way.
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Carol Minnehan Carolhas been a Richmond resident for several ye&tseworks as a real estate broker and

is a volunteer with Tedford Houginin Brunswick, an agency that helps people with housing issues and
homelessnessPrior to living in Richmond she was a member of her town's planning board and conservation
committee. She has two children and a chocolate I&he particularly loves thRichmond waterfront park

and visits there almost daily all year round.

Tom Nugenit Tom moved to Richmond 13 years ago, after retiring from a career in financial publistg@ng.

YR KA& GATFSIT tlFYIE ¢SNB [|-tivin Nlar@die§ Reerdrél lodatlors an@ #sYidhidzy A (1 & Q
architectural heritage.He also served on the Richmond Planning Board and has volunteered at Marcia

Buker School.

Linda SmithLinda moved to the Beedle Road in Richmond in fall 2009. She currently works as the Business
Development Manager for the Town of Brunswick. She has enjoyed the opportunity to access Pleasant
Pond, have a great garden, and play on the Kennebec River and Swan Island! She joined the
Comprehensive Planning Committee in late spring 2015 as a waymonhesie about the Town, meet her
neighbors and give back to the community.

Peter Warner Peter has lived in Richmond for 18 years, has been married 41 years, has three children
and seven grandchildren. Peter is a retired Fire Captain with the US DBpfeofse and is now employed

with Main Street Fuel. He spent eight years on the Richmond Fire Department, on the Dresden/Richmond
First Responders, and over four years on the Budget Committee. He has been a Selectman for over three
years and is currentiZhair. He is also a member of the Richmond Revolving Loan Board Committee, and
a volunteer with Richmond Days, the Town Halloween and Christmas tree lighting events, and the
Richmond Area Food Bank. Byda account, Peter is "Bullish" on Richmond.

Other Volunteers Included:

Roger Alexander
Jon Bellino

Doug Chess
Ruthanne Harrison
Bette Horning
Kimberly Howard
Edward Mackenzie
John Ungemach

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -8 -9

The Town has scheduled two public hearing dates to discuss this Plan with the public:

1. May 24, 2016
2. June 1, 2016
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The Plan will also be discussed at Town Meeting on Juliewh residents will be asked to adopt this
Comprehensive Pladia Referendum on Election Day, June 14, 20l6is Plan should be reviewed
annually to measure progress, amended as needed (with aggpand wholly updated within 10 years.
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REGIONAL COORDINATIO

Economic Development

Richmond is a smallecale service and employment center for nearby communities. Many residents from
surrounding towns in the region visit Richmond to eat and shoprdown, recreate, and work. At the
same time, Richmond is a net exporter of employees to the larger labor markets that surround it, including
the Brunswick Micropolitan, Augusta Micropolitan, and Lewiston/Auburn Metropolitan labor market
areas. Given the iportance of Richmond in the smaller region, and vice versa, the Town should seek out
opportunities to partner with nearby towns on economic development initiatives, as well as work with
regional organizations such as the Southern MatdChamber of Commes andMCEDDo increase
opportunities and resources.

Housing

The Town should seek out opportunities to partner with nearby towns on housing initiatives, as well as
work with regional organizations such as MI€EDDo increase opportunities and resources

Transportation

Connecting Maine i KS & {iange $r&anhaportatidnydhn (200§ 2030) was developed by the
MaineDOT with assistance from the eleven regional councils. The regional councils identified 38 Corridors
of Regional Economic Significance for Transportation (CRESTSs).Midtloast region, Route 24 was
identified as CREST Priority #2 (Route 1 was identified as Priority #1). The next step was to define a
prioritized list of transportation and other strategies that will meet the regional objectives of each CREST.

In the fallof 2012, the Midcoast Council of Governments (MCOG) convened an advisory committee to
develop a Corridor Plan for Route 24 from Richmond to Harpswell. A set of strategies was outlined for
each corridor community. They included the following:

A A 7

1. ' R2LJ0 K Sd/S2 YIONBSGa¢ adetsS | LIWINRBIFOKY ¢KS o/ 2YLX
streets so that they work for all users (pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and tratesi of all
ages and abilitigs The Route 24 Plan recommends that MaineDOT adopirgléte Streets style
approach for the corridor (This has been implemented).
2. MaineDOT should increase the width and clearance of the dangerous railroad trestle in Richmond,
which is so low that trucks routinely crash into it.
3. Improve local wayinding sigge for tourism destinations throughout Richmond, and coordinate
with other Route 24 towns on the format and design.
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Public Facilities & Services

Regional cooperation can often result in more eeffective and improved delivery of services. The
following is a summary of town services where the town works closely with other municipalities or where
there are cooperative agreements:

1 The Town of Dresden contracts with us for five hours per week for the Code Enforcement Officer;
andfor public works projecten an asneeded basis.

9 Fire Protection Mutual Aid Agreements with neighboring communities.

1 Coordinating with adjacerdommunitieson road projects

1 The Town always considers bylirchasing througtMCEDand uses this option when it is most
costeffective.

1 We have a contract with Pittston for use of our Holding Area.

Fiscal Capacity

Regional or interlocal agreements between municipalities may offer opportunities to create economies
of scale and cost savings for some town services. The Town already participates in a number of municipal
partnerships and takes advantage of regional pamgs such as fire department mutual aid, cooperative
purchasing, membership MCEDLand sharing the services of a Code Enforcement Officer with the Town

of Dresden.

Other types of service affiliations could be possible and should be explored to detéfritiag will save
money and still offer the same or greater levels of service. Identifying opportunities for shared or regional
services can lessen increases in some municipal services and programs.

Another strategy is to explore operational and infrastiure efficiencies such as reducing energy costs,
road maintenance and repair costs, and the use of new products or methods which can reduce costs. This
approach will require the participation of municipal staff to find creative cost saving approachéseand
willingness of the Select Board and Richmond citizens to consider the investment usually required to
explore and implement these methods.
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HISTORIC AND ARCHABEGICAL RESOURCES

Vision: Richmond history is part of the fabric of everyday [ffee historic appeal of our village architecture is
preserved and showcased.

Introduction

The written history of Richmond begins in 1649 with the purchase of a tract of land from the Indians by
Christopher Lawson. This tract encompassed the present toivRichmond and Gardiner. In 1719, Fort
Richmond was constructed to facilitate trade to the interior and to offer some protection to the few
settlers who had come to this wilderness. This fortification was abandoned and dismantled in 1754 when
the Forts Shiley, Western and Halifax were built further up the KenneRecet

On the incorporation of Bowdoinham in 1762, the territory which is now Richmond was included as part
of Bowdoinham. In 1823, Richmond was set off from Bowdoinham and incorporated aarategpwn.

The population of Richmond at its incorporation was 850. Richmond takes its name from Ludovic Stewart,
2" Duke of Lennox andDuke of Richmond (157%41624), who was a Scottish nobleman and politician.

wAOKY2YRQa 4 (S NFWBryecteatiofi2vas odeéd SR focdd of st commercial and
AYRAZAGNRALFE fATFTS YR GKS &2dz2NOS 2"Eeniuf BomegsSAroniaK § K| i
modest start in 1815 with the construction of a schooner, shipbuilding in Richmond blossomireg! tthe

19" Century. In his boolRichmond on the Kennehelmhn Fleming notes that the roughly-y&ar span

GKFO YFEN] SR GKS G(G26yQa aKALIWBIdZAf RAY3I SNI gta Ada a

Next to Bath, according tlerchant Sajla sixvolume history of the shipbuilding industry, Richmond was

GOGKS Y230 AYLRNIFY(d aKALIWBAATRAY3I O2YYdyWyiRoA y hiXK®S
removed or buried in rocks and mud, the ways and stocks that lined the Kennebec River airdicrere

the cradles of nearly 250 wooden vessels, including ships, barques, brigs and schooners. Numbered
among these vessels were a handful of Richmbuidt clipper ships, a special class of sailing vessel
designed purely for speed. Analogous to 8d@ & <C &ippér Bhips were just the ticket for leulk,

high-value commaodities such as opium or tea from China or for a fast trip to the California or Australian

gold fields.

{AYAE NI G2 G2RIF&8Qa a2F0¢6 NB MgthRamiréaphBented@ ignifigas NJ a K A
departure from traditional marine architecture. The primary defining characteristics of clipper ships were

their sharp hull design and daring, almost reckless use of spars and canvas.c&eyigg capacity was

traded forspeed. Even the naming of these vessels was different: Prior to the arrival of the clipper ship,
vessels often bore the name of the wife or a daughter of the owner or perhaps a family name. In another
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break with the past, clipper ships carried nameg Ftying CloudSovereign of the Seaand Great
Republi® wA OKY2y RQa O PriddidlAmeriz@VAd2aade GaugtiStdndyRiZnd King

The latter two,Gauntletand Wizard King were constructed in the shipyard of T.J. Southard, one of
RichmoiR Qa Yz2aid Tl Y2dza OAGAT Syao ¢tKS fFNBSad Ay waio
and 100 wooden vessels of all types over its/ddr existence, including some of the largest built in Maine.

Wild Wavewas built by George H. Ferrin, whose youthéss at the time; only 32 years old was also

OKIF NI OGSNREAGAO 2F GKAaAa yS¢ (SOKy2f 238 awild WaelzaK O L
played the opening role in an epic worthy of Robinson Crusoe, ending its days on a coral reef among the
Pitcarn IslandsWhen T.J. Southard saw shipbuilding begin to slacken off, he built mills and commercial
buildings, which along with his house are part of the Historic District.

The last ship built in Richmond was the schooner Phoebe Crosby built in 19@0oRiovas second only
to Bath in shipbuilding in the Sagadahoc/Kennebec River aBairdes: ThRational Register of Historic
Places Nomination Form; Richmond on the Kennebec; Richqwohdng View)

Another notable piece of Richmond area history is the importance of the ice cutting industry. The
Kennebec River had a large ice cutting industry during the late 1800s and early 1h9®@s1820s the

first ice house was built in Richmond, Maiiibe icandustry was in its heyday during the late 1800s along
the Kennebec RiveBy 1882, twethirds of the 1.5 million tons of ice was harvested from the Kennebec
River and Maine moved to the forefront of the industry. Twefiy hundredcame to the ice fielsl on

the Kennebec River eag¥inter to cut and store iceuring this time.

Due to clever promotion, the Kennebec ice became known as the best ice, higher in purity and health
benefits, and people were willing to pay more for Kennebediaeners and thie horse teams were hired

by large Boston or New York firms to supply ice to the metropolitan areas south of Nizénleouses
dotted the banks of the Kennebec River in Richmond and Dresdemas cut and shipped south, even

as far as Central America.@&Senal workers, such as farmers, depended on this thriving induseyas
considered a luxury ite until after the Civil War. Howevexhen Americans added more fresh foods and
dairy into their diets, more homes had ice boxes and the ice market rapigignded. With modern
refrigeration, the ice industry on the Kennebec came to an éddurce: Maine Memory Netwgrk

Also of note, Richmond was once the center of the largest Slpeiaking settlement in the United States.
People of Ukrainian, Russiamd Polish heritage immigrated to the United States during World War Il to
settle along the Kennebec Valley. In the 1950s and 1960s, there was also a large influx of White Russian
émigrés, who earlier fled the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and eventuaflg ta Richmond both from

Europe and from major US cities like New York. Many of these settlers were retirees, and their families
often chose not to remain there. For this reason, the Richmond White Russian community has now largely
disappeared. One of thehurches that they built, however, the Russian Orthodox Church of St. Alexander
Nevsky, continues to function to this day.

12| Page
Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft



Historic Resources

Richmond, historically, was not an agricultural community. To the contrary, it was a community of
shipbuildersand seafarers who used their construction skills and knowledge of foreign lands to construct
fine, large homes. Often these homes were patterned after buildings seen on their travels on the world
trade routes.

During the decades prior to the Civil War,HRiond experienced a period of economic prosperity and
ANRPGOKD® LG ¢l & RdAdNAYy3I GKA& SN |yR GKS LISNA2R FT2f
center was developed. At that time Greek Revival architecture was popular, resulting in numenoes h

Ay GKS adSYLX S adetSoé Ly RRAGAZ2YSE GKS xAfftl3S O
styles.For its size the Town of Richmond has more surviving Greek Revival architecture than any town in
Maine, in addition to other sigficant architectural styles.

A significant portion of Richmond Village has been designated as a National Register HistoricIgistrict (
Map 7). The District encompasses the area roughly bounded by the Kennebec River, South Street, High
Street, andAlexander BRed Road(approximately 100 acres). Within the District, there are a large
collection of architecturally and historically significant structures.

The most noteworthy of these are:

The Southard Block314 Front Street:

This building is a threstory commercial structure

with a cast iron fagcade and mansard roof. Thi
building is located on Front Street between %%
Weymouth and Church Streets. The building wa
built in 1882 by T. J. Southard as a bank ar
counting house. The liding is designated as a
National Register Historic Site and a Histori
American Building (National Registgfebruary 23,

1973 and HABEME 159).
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The Southard Mill307 Front Street:

¢CKA& Aa0GNHzOGdzNBs: (1y28y |
across Frontt&et from the Southard Block. It was
built in 1881 by T.J. Southard as a cotton mi
involving the manufacturing of cotton bags. The
building is constructed of brick.

The T.J. (Thomas Jefferson) Southard HouseChurch Street:

This structure was bltiin 1855 by T.J. Southard as
KAd NBaAaARSYyOSo® ¢oWod {2 o | A& Yzaid
prominent shipbuilder and developer. The home i R iy
located at the corner of Church and Pleasan § .
Streets. The house is one of the most stylis
wooden Italianate homes surviving he State of
Maine. The building is designated as a Histori
American Building (HARSME 149).

The Captain David Stearns Hou$eBaker Street:

This structure was built in approximately 185855
for Captain Stearns, who was master of bott
Dresden andRichmond built vessels. The house is
fine example of Greek Revival architecture. It has €
interesting feature in that the capitals of the
columns are carved in stylized lotus leaves
reflecting the influence of the Egyptian Revival. Th
house is desigated as a Historic American Building
(HABS, ME 142).
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The Methodist Churctd & 5 NHzY / KdzZNOKe€ 0X wm tf€Skalyd {dNBSGY

This building was originally built as the Village Chap
Society in 1846. It is a characteristic village or ruri
church with fine Gothic Rexal detail on the exterior. It
was built by Charles Buker, a Richmond carpenter ai
joiner, who instructed the building committee to model
it after the Gardiner Universalist Church. The building
designated an Historic American Building (HABSE
155).

The William S. Hagar Hous®@ Hagar Street

This house was built in approximately 187&75 by

Hagar. The house is a good example of decorath —— — ~ — —

¢

structure with a central tower which is its most |

Victorian architecture. The house is a thigtery

outstanding and decorative feature. William S. Hagz
was the first of the shipbuilding Hagars although h
built no ships but inherited part of the family fortune.
The Hagars built 21 vessels in Richmond, most of whi 7
were square riggers. '

The Captain Fragzes Theobald Housd 49 Pleasant Street:

This house was built in approximately 184¥855. It

is a fine example of Greek Revival architecture with
classic fagade with fluted columns rising to a lovel
pediment. The columns are capped with Corinthial
capitals, the only such examples in Richmonc [
Captain Francis Theobald was a Richmond shipbuilc
who was descended from a Hessian surgé€tth-
century German auxiliaries contracted for military
service by the British governmentjith the British
Army durirg the Revolution. The Theobalds built anc
sailed many square riggers.
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The William Maxwell House284 Front Street:

Built in approximately 1880 by William Maxwell, a
local carpenter with a seafaring ancestry, this two an
a half story dwelling with a maard roof and
attached barn is designed in the Second Empire.

The Charles B. Foster HoyseBaker Street:

This home was built around 1851 and was owned
by Charles B. Foster, a local sawmill owner. It wi 3
built by shipbuilder Campbell Alexandertire Greek
Revival style.

The Nazarene Churghi Spruce Street:

This structure was built in 1857 as a Congregational Church. ~
lines of the church are basically Greek Revival but depart frc
this style with rounded arch windows with keystones anduyea
brackets in the tower. The church is topped with an ortigpe
dome which replaced the original spire. This church we
designed by Harvey Graves of Boston who also did the Free \
Baptist Church in Bangor.
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The Central Fire Statiqr8 Myrtle Street:

This building was built in 1846 as the Town Hall
and Schoolhouse. The building is a tstory
gable roofed brick structure.

The Charles Southard Hous2 Hathorn Street:

This building was built in approximately 1870

1875. It was purchased by TSauthard for his son
Charles and remodeled in 1890. It is now known &
the Southard Museum and it highlights Richmon
and regional history with permanent exhibits and
rotating exhibits and events.

The Hathorn Block330 Front Street:

This four and aalf story masonry building was
built in 1850 as a commercial structure by

Jefferson Hathorn and his brother Jacksol

Hathorn. The first bank in the town of Richmonc
was located in the Hathorn Block. It is located a
the foot of Main Street and is done the Greek
Revival style.

Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft
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The Richmondotel, 7 Main Street:

.dAfd Ay mMyoT o6& WSTFSNE; O K2NY
brother Jackson Hathorn. These two men came frot
Dresden to Richmond in 1835. Jackson Hathorn operate(

store in Richmond and the twdrothers owned and

2LISNF GSR I AKALRIFINR IYyR _ 7 _ O2YYl )
many ships during a career which lasted from 1829 t i M lll“liﬂ“‘l“““lﬁmh““[%;

: | ST AT
1873. — = -

In addition to the designated historic district, there are numerous other architecturally important
structures in the northe part of the Village and in outlying areas of the Towne such building is the
Peaock Tavern located on Route 200his building was built in 1807 and served as an inn for the traveling
public on the Old Post Road. The building is registered on #tiel Register of Historic Places and is
protected by an historic easement.

Based on preliminary architectural survey data, the following properties may also be eligible for listing in
the Register:

I House, 41 River Road
1 Maine Central Railroad Bridge #33®Richmond Road
(Kirk Mohney, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, Octobe) 2012

Taken collectively, the buildings, village fabric and rural outlying areas represent a significant historical
resource as a representation of a small nineteenth cenkane town.

In addition to the buildings remaining from the nineteenth century, the Town contains the sites of the
original Fort Richmond established in the early 1700s. The original site is located on the river side of North
Front Street. The fort was ket moved to a site near the Richmofidesden Bridge. These sites represent

a major piece of the heritage of the community.

Archaeological Resources

The Legislature, in recognizing the importance of Maine's cultural heritage of the distant past to our

dzy RSNARGI YRAY3I 2F alAySdUua LIS2LX S>> RSOt NBa GKIG a.
archaeological sites for proper excavation aniNILINB (G | G A2y ®¢é¢ CdzNIKSNY¥Y2NB>X &
of site location informatiomn order to protect the site or protected site from unlawful excavation or harm,

any information in the possession of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, th&/8tsem, the

Bureau of Parks and Lands, other state agencies or the University of Maine System about the location or

18| Page
Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft



other attributes of any site or protected site may be designated by the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission or State Museum as confidahtind exempt from Title 1, chapter 13. Such data must be
YFERS I @FAflFotS F2NJ GKS Llz2N1L}2asS 2F I NOKIFS2f 2340l ¢

Richmond contains a number of significant archaeological resources (Se2: Mapwn Archaeological
Sites and Areas Sensitive for Prehiigt Archaeology).To date, eleven historic archaeologicdésiare
documented for the town.

Table 1: Richmond Archaeological Sites

Site Name Site Number Site Type Periods off National Registe
Significance Status

Fort Richmond ME 369001 Military, fort 1719¢ 1754 Eligible

Nowell Mill ME 369002 Mill, sawmill 1738-7? Undetermined

Swan lIsland ME 369003 Trading post 1650sc 1721 Undetermined

Young Brother(s) | ME 369005 Wreck, schooner | 29-Jun10 Undetermined

Richmond Corne| ME 369005 Farmstead ? Undetermined

Settlement

¢ NP GGQa | ME 369006 Icehouse ca. 1870; 1900 | Undetermined

611 fSeQa

J. Trott ME 369007 Domestic ca. 180Q; 1850 Undetermined

James Litch ME 369008 Domestic ca. 1870; 1900 Undetermined

Homestead

Schoolhouse Lot | ME369-009 School ? Undetermined

John Parks ME 369010 Domestic ca. 1775 ¢ ca.| Undetermined

Homestead 1826

Orient Ice House | ME 369011 Icehouse 1870¢ ca. 1904 | Undetermined

Leith Smith, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, October 2012

Richmond alschas prehistoric archaeological sites. Three sites are known, all on the banks of the
Kennebec River. One professional archaeological survey has been completed (shown in yellow on the
accompanying map), associated with studies for the new Richribweddenbridge project. (Arthur
Spiess, Maine Historic Preservation Commission, October 2012.

State Goalg; Historic and Archaeological Resources:

G¢2 LINBASNBS (GKS {GFriSQa KAAUG2NRO FyR | NOKIFS2ft 233
within the baundaries of the State, rather than only to those resources that are directly protected by the

State.)

Local Goals:

1. To catalogmake accessible, and presefeeal historic documents and resources.
2. To share knowledge and educate general publicsiebolchildren about Richmond history.
3. To preserveand adaptively reuse important historic and archaeological structures and areas.
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Recommended Implementation Strategies

Implement the Goals and Policies as follows:

| Responsible Party | Timeframe | Resources

Goal 1: Catalog, make accessible, and preserve local historic documents and resources.

1. Develop an active Richmond Historical Society tg Community 1 year after | Town
R20dzySy iG> LINRGSOUG | yR | Development Comp Plan | Historian
historical resources and documents Director(C&BD) approval

2. Find a permanent, safe and accessible place to | Historical Society | TBD Town
K2dzaS wAOKY2YyRQa KAAG2 Historian

3. Store, preserve and digitize important records an| Historical Society | TBD Maine
documents. Memory

Network,
Maine Historic
Preservation
Commission

4. Store, preserve and digitize historic Town Town staff 1 year after | Maine

government documents and records. designated by Comp Plan | Memory
Board of Selectmel approval Network,
(BOS) Maine Histort
Preservation
Commission

Goal 2: Share knowledge and educate general public and schoolchildren

about Richmond history.

1. Develop interpretive and educational projects, su| Historical TBD Museum in
as an historic walking tour, interpretive signage, | Society(C & BD) the Streets;
and oral histories. Director with Town neighboring
Historian town projects;
Downtown TIH
funds
2..S3AyYy LI} I yyAy3thangiwisawA J Historical 1 year after | Town
Society/Town Staff| Comp Plan | Historian
approval

Goal 3Preserve and adaptively reuse important historic and archaeological structures and areas.

1. Establish a committee to review the Historic Distr] Selectboard 1 year after | Maine Historic
boundaries and protections. Comp Plan | Preservation
adoption Commission
2. Develop an historic resources inventory. Committee above | TBD Maine Historic
or Historical Preservation
Society Commission
3. Carry out professional archaeological survey of | Committee above | TBD Maine Historic
potentially significant resources associated with t| or Historical Preservation
026y Qa I 3N Galzéind idzNdtrial> N Society Commission
heritage, particularly those associated with the
earliest EureAmerican settlement of the town in
the 18" and 19" centuries (State recommendation
20| Page
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4. Research how other towns and cities successful | (C&BD) Ongoing Maine Historic
adaptively reuse historic buildings. Preservation
Commission
5. The Town should continue to seek resources ang (C&BD) Ongoing MaineHistoric
grants to protect important historical buildings. Preservation
Commission
6. Review Zoning Ordinance and make additions or] CEO, wittPlanning | Following State Planning
revisions to better protect historic structures. Boardand Comp | Comp Plan | Office
Plan adoption
Implementation
Committee
7. Educate poperty owners in the Historic District (C&BD) Ongoing; TIF, Town
about how to restore or protect their properties. Add to Revolving
Create a fact sheet for owners. Gy So Loan Fund,
NB & A R § State &
packet Historic Tax
Credits
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MAP 1 RICHMOND HISTORIC DISTRICT

RICHMOND HISTORIC DISTRICT OUTLINED |
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MAP 2 ARCHABGICAL SITES

Areas sensitive for Known Archaeological Sites*
prehistoric archaeology s
A and Areas Sensitive for
Prehistoric Archaeology* in

1/2 k square intersecting a known Richmond

prehistoric archaeological site information provided by
Ij 12kaquars intamecting;a known Maine Historic Preservation Commission

historic archaeological site.

updated September 2012

historic archaeological site with

D 1/2 k square intersecting a known
a good estimated location.

*datced matcrial subject to future revision
map 1/1

5
1Kilometers
W e
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Vision: Richmond residents are responsible stewards of our natural resources, including open space,
forest, water bodies and wetlands. We balanceowgth and development with the preservation,
promotion and continued accessibility of our resources for recreation, wildlife habitat, agriculture, and
scenic values.

Introduction

This chapter provides a summary about the natural systems which compris¥ RighR Q& LIK& &aa O
environment. The following areas will be discussed to determine how our natural features relate to the
overall health and vitality of the town and its future development and land use patterns: geology,
topography, soils, surface and grouwdter, land cover, and unique natural areas and wildlife habitat.

A realistic assessment and appreciation of our environmental features will allow us to both identify
constraints on development and to identify areas appropriate for development where iwegatpacts
to natural resources are minimal and costs are lower for construction.

¢CKS (26yQa yI (dzNT f NBEa2daNDOSa FFNBE NB3JdzA SR o8& I
regulations and often address the same feature. Some resources require multiple levels of review and
approval before land development may occur while othees lass restrictive. The informatigrrovided

in this chapter is designed to help the community understand its natural resource® amake sure land

use planning and development occurs in such a way that future generations can enjoy the values and
beauty of the town.

Watersheds

Richmond is divided into eight major watersheds, each with its own physical characteristics, natural
environments and patterns of development. All of the land area within the town eventually drains into
the Kennebec River.

Kennebec Rivewatershedparallels the Kennebec River in a band 2,000 to 3,000 feet in width. The
watershed occupies 2.4 square miles or 7.5%he land area in the Town. While Richmond is visually and

culturally associated with the Kennebec River, only a small portion of the Town directly drains into the
river.

Mill Brook watersheds the second largest watershed, encompassing 7.35 square oniz3.1% of the
G26yQa flIyR IINSI® aAff . NR21 RAAOKINBSa Ayluz2z GKS

Wilmot Brook watershedk situated in the extreme northeast corner of the Town and covers 2.23 square
YATSaz mr 27T (O KtBrodkrainshto the KeBnebéc Rivarhedrthe Gardiner City Line.
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Rolling Dam Brook watershesl drained by two intermittent fingers of Rolling Dam Brook that drains a

large portion of the City of Gardiner. The Brook empties into the Kennebec Rivemifeamorth of the
t26y ftAYSP ¢KA& ndco aldad NB YAES IINBF Aa fSaa GKI

Abagadasset River watershexithe major drainage area in Richmond, covering 8.84 square miles which
Ad HTOY: 2F (KS G26yQa I NBI @

Baker Brook watersheid mastly found in Bowdoinham where it joins with the Abagadasset River and
Ft2ga Ayi2z2 GKS YSYyySoSO wA@SNWP ¢KS wAOKY2YyR &aSOiA
area.

Denham Stream watershed located in the southwestern corner of Richmond, vehé drains 4.32
dljdz N YAfSa gKAOK A& mModce: 2F GKS ¢26yQa | NBlFd ¢
discharges into the West Branch of the Cathance River.

Pleasant Pond watershambntains some of the most extensive amount of developmenhénTown and
O2yilAya odno &aljdz2 NS YAftSa gKAOK Aa mnomn: 2F (KS

Topography

The topography of the Town is flat to gently rolling, typical of this part of the state known as the coastal
lowlands. Elevations range from less than 20 feet aboedeeel on the shores of the Kennebec River to

a high point of 400 feet atop Ring Hill in the northwest portion of the Town. A subtle ridge 3280Feet

high, extends south of Ring Hill and defines the boundary of the Pleasant Pond watershed. Thieesnly ot
high point is on the Beedle Road near the New Road, wha@&-foot hill offers a break in the linear road
alignment.

Well over 90% of the land consists of a 0 % to 15% slope and 5% is within a 15% to 25% slope. Land in
excess of a 25% slope is lintit®y only 2% of the land area and is mostly located along the slopes of the
Kennebec River. Areas with a slope in excess of 15% have severe constraints for development and include
the placement of subsurface wastewater disposal systems.

Land cover is printdy woodland with a diverse mix of soft and hardwood forest. Agricultural lands are
mostly concentrated in the northern and central part of town but can also be found in other parts of the
community. Fields are also found throughout the town and manyheké¢ areas were once used for
farming. Over time the fields will revert to forest. Wetlands occupy a major area and are especially located
in the central portions of the town adjacent to the Abagadasset River.

Soils

More than 24 different soil types haveeen identified within Richmond by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS). A complete listing and explanation of these soil types and
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what they mean for development and the environment can be found in the Soil Survey of Arglyimsco

and Sagadahoc Counties Maine published in 1970 by the SCS. The soil survey is a valuable planning tool
for obtaining an overview of the soil conditions in an area, to determine if it is suitable for particular
activity. Additional orsite investigatin is necessary to obtain more detailed knowledge of specific
features of the location.

The soil survey provides a general overview of some important environmental features including:

Hydric soils which are an indication of wetlands;
Prime farmland soil/hich are best suited for farming;
Woodland soils which are best suited for forestry;

=A =4 =4 =

Soils best suited for subsurface wastewater disposal systems; and
1 Soil drainage characteristics which impact construction.

Surface Waters
Kennebec River

The Kennebec Rivéorms the eastern boundary of the Town and has shaped the cultural and economic
OKI N OGSNJ 2F GKS ¢26y 2@0SNJ GKS LI ad OSyldaNE® ¢KS
draining a total of 5,870 square miles. All of Richmond drains tatwwatershed. The State has classified

the river as an Outstanding River, which indicates its state significance in a variety of areas including
recreation, habitat and fishing. The water quality in the river is rated as Class C which means that it is
suitable for drinking (with treatment), for fishing and other forms of recreation, and it is also an important
habitat for fish and other aquatic life.

Abagadasset River

The Abagadasset River is 13 miles in length from its headwaters in Richmond to its confluence with the
Kennebec in Merrymeeting Bay. The River is mostly undeveloped and is a valued habitat for fish and other
marine life. The river is mostly narrow and slmeving and is surrounded by wetland areas which provide

an excellent habitat for waterfowl. The water quality is rated as Class B which is the third highest
classification given by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).

Pleasant Pond

Pleasant Pond forms the western boundary of the Town and forms the common edge with Litchfield. The
Pond has a surface area of 748 acres, a mean depth of 6.9 feet and a maximum depth of 26 feet. The 3.4
square mile watershed in Richmond is small comparetsttwtal 211 square mile drainage area.

The Pond is a component of a much larger system of ponds and streams which eventually drain into the

Kennebec River. The Pond has been impacted for many years by erosion and the transport of nutrients
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and phosphorugrom farming and residential development along its shores. The result is poor water
guality (below average for water bodies in the state of Maine) and frequent algae blooms result from an
excessive amount of phosphorus. Shoreland Zoning has helped toviemprater quality by requiring
buffers for new development and limiting the expansion of existing buildihgewise,the State
Subsurface Waste Water Disposal Regulations have also assisted with water quality by making sure
malfunctioning systems are raped and all new systems are properly installed. Improvements to
agricultural operations, especially addressing manure storage areas, have also improved water quality.

The Cobbossee Watershed District, of which Richmond is a member, is the primarguadityradvocate

for the watershed and plays an active role in working with municipalities, landowners and businesses to
continue to improve the water quality of the Pond. Richmond has enacted Phosphorus Control Standards
applicable to all proposed devgiment in the Pleasant Pond Watershed. These standards reduce
LINP L2 ASR RSOSt2LIYSYy(aQ LIK2aLIK2N¥za f2FR Ayid2 GKS LI
of phosphorus on water quality. The Friends of Cobbossee Watershed also conducts two nijejts pro

to reduce invasive plant growth, especially the variable leaf water milfoil.

Wetlands

The Wetland Characteristics Map shows all of the major wetland areas in Town. Open water wetlands and
wetlands connected with a river, ponds or some streams ardepted by Shoreland Zoning which
prohibits development within at least 100 feet of the upland edge of the wetland. Wetland areas rated as
high or moderate value for water fowl habitat are zoned as Resource Protection under Shoreland Zoning
and have a 25@oot setback for any development. All other wetland areas, including forested wetlands
areas, are also protected by both State and federal regulations which require setbacks and limit the
amount of filing which can occur in a wetland. Activities proposdjdcant to a wetland also require a
permit from the State in most circumstances.

{dzo RAGA&AAZ2YE& YR YIFI22N RS@GSt2LIYSyd a LISNI GKS (296
any wetland areas and keep development from these areas. This tymieinr and protection should

also be applicable to all other proposed development, especially if the wetland is not protected by
Shoreland Zoning. The maps available from Beginning with Habitat provide an excellent resource to verify

if a proposed developent is near a wetland. Theseaps are alsmnade available to the public.

Wetland protection is important because of the many ways wetlands contribute to the overall health of
the environment, including providing habitat for birds, mammals, reptiles dighplants. They also play
a significant role in improving water quality and flood water control.

Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance
¢tKS YSyySoSO 9ailda NB KIFra 6SSy ARSYGAFASR Fa I 4acCz
Maine DIFW and other state agency partners. There are 140 Focus Areas in the state that support
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unusually rich concentrations of rare and higdlue speies and natural communities that intersect with

large blocks of undeveloped habitat. Estuaries are places where rivers meet the sea and fresh water mixes
GAGK alfid ¢KS YSyySoSO 9&aida NB Cc20dza ! NBF O2ydl A
AAAYATFAOLIYyd LISNOSyidl3IS 2F alAySQa alyRe o0SIFOK |yR
woodland communities. More than two dozen rare plant species, numerous imperiled species of animals,

YR a2YS 2F GKS ail ( 8t Fao® Aiga apdrtf ARthehéad 6f e Kehnabkedi | ( &
Estuary is Merrymeeting Bay, one of the most important waterfowl areas in New England. Six rivers,
draining onethird of the State of Maine, converge in Merrymeeting Bay to form an inland, freshwater

tidal delta.

Swan Island is noted as a particularly biologically important area in Merrymeeting Bay. The island is well
known for its abundant and often quite visible wildlife, especially nesting bald eagles;taitet deer

and wild turkey. Several huretl acres of tidal flats surround the island, and the shoreline has a range of
substratesg soft and firm mud, sand, gravel, cobble, and leddbat provide suitable habitat for seven

rare plant species including wild rice. The islands upland forestatfrenoak and pine have regrown on
former pastures. A longtanding prohibition on hunting, however, has resulted in a large deer population
that is impeding forest regeneration by ovierowsing seedlings and saplings.

(Source: Beginning with Habijat
Important Plants, Animals, and Habitats

The maps showing the location of plant and animal habitats are shown on the following Beginning with
Habitat maps:

Water Resources and Riparian Areas
High Value Plant and Animal Habitats
Wetland Characterization

USFWS Rirrity Trust Habitats

= =4 =4 =4

The following information about the important plant, animal and habitats in the Richmond area was
inventoried by the Beginning with Habitat Program (of the Maine Natural Areas Program) and are based
upon the best available data. Ithssed upon known occurrences or known geographic distribution of the
species listed.
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Table 1:Rare, Threatened and Endangered Plants

Plant Name

Comment

Estuary Monkeyflower
(Mimulus ringen}

Imperiled in Maine due to rarity. It is not considered threatened or endangere

Longleaved Bluet
(Houstonia longifolia

Rare in Maine but not considered threatened or endangered.

tFN] SNR& t ALl
(Eriocaulon parkeyi

Rare in Maine but not considerdlreatened or endangered.

Spongy Arrowhead
(Sagittaria calycinp

Rare in Maine but not considered threatened or endangered.

Source Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP)

Table 2:Rare, Threatened and Endangered Animals

Animal Name

Comment

Bald Eagl¢Haliceetus
leucocephalus)

Secure in Maine. Not considered threatened or endangered.

Tidewater Mucket
(Leptodea ochracga

Rare in Maine and considered threatened.

Source Maine Division of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW)

Table 3:Bird Species of Greates€tonservation Need

American BitternfBotaurus
lentiginosu}

Brown Thrasher
(Toxostoma rufum)

Greater Shearwater

Ruddy Turnstone
(Arenaria interpres)

American Black Ducknas

Canada Warbler

Greater Yellowlegs

SanderlingCalidris alba)

(Scolopax minor)

warbler (Setophaga
pensylvanica)

rubripeg (Cardellina
canadensis)
American Woodcock Chestnutsided Horned LarKEremophila | Sandhill CranéGrus

alpestris)

canadensis)

Baltimore OriolgIcterus
galbula)

Chimney Swift
(Chaetura pelagica)

Louisiana Waterthrush
(Parkesia motacilla)

Scarlet TanaggPiranga
olivacea)

Barn SwallowHirundo
rustica)

Common Eider
(Somateria
mollissima)

Marsh Wren(Cistothorus
palustris)

SandpiperScolopacidae

Barred Ow(Strix varia)

Common LooriGavia
immer)

bStazyQa {LJ
(Ammodramus nelsoni)

Snowy EgrefEgretta
thula)

Blackand-White Warbler
(Mniotilta varia)

Common Nighthawk
(Chordeiles minor)

Northern Flicker
(Colaptes auratus)

Veery(Catharus
fuscescens)

Blackbilled Cuckoo
(Coccyzusrythropthalmus)

Eastern Kingbird
(Tyrannus tyrannus)

Northern Parula
(Setophaga americana)

Vesper Sparrow
(Pooecetes gramineus)

Blackburnian Warbler
(Setophaga fusca)

Eastern meadowlark
(Sturnella magna)

Piedbilled Grebe
(Podilymbus podiceps)

Willet (Tringa
semipalmata)

Blackthroated Green
Warbler (Setophaga virens)

Eastern Towhee
(Pipilo
erythrophthalmus)

Prairie Warbler
(Setophaga discolor)

Willow Flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii)

Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft
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Blackthroated Blue Vérbler
(Setophaga caerulescens)

Field SparrowSpizella
pusilla)

Purple Finch

(Haemorhous purpureus)

Wood ThrushHylocichla
musteling

BlueGray Gnatcatcher
(Polioptila caerulea)

Great blue heron
(Ardea herodias)

curvirostra)

Red Crossbi{Loxia

Yellowbellied Sapsucker
(Sphyrapicus varius)

Bobolink(Dolichonyx GreatCrested Rosebreasted grosbeak
oryzivorus) Flycatchel(Myiarchus | (Pheucticus ludovicianus
crinitus)

Yellowthroated Vireo
(Vireo flavifrons)

This list was compiled primarily from breeding bird atlas and county distribdéitan Based upon known ranges,
these species may occur in Richmond ffrapriate habitat is available.

Table 4:Significant, Essential and Other Animal Habitats

Habitat Name

Deer Wintering Areas

Inland Fowl and Wading Bird Habitat

Tidal Waterfowl andVading Bird Habitat

Source: MDIFW

Table 5:Fish Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengls

Atlantic TomcodMicrogatus
Tomcod

Searun Brook Trout

American EegfAnguilla rostrata)

Blueback Herring

Shortnose SturgeofAcipenser
brevirostrum)

American Sha¢Alosa sapidissima)

Brook Trout(Salvelinus fontinalis)

Striped Bas@Vlorone saxatilis)

Atlantic Salmor{Salmo salar)

Rainbow SmelfOsmerus mordax)

Atlantic Sturgeorf{Acipenser

Sea LamprefPetromyzon marinus

oxyrhynchus oxyrhynchus)
Data from MDIFW, Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), based on

known ranges. These species may occur in Richmond if appropriate habitat is available.

Table 6:0ther Species of Greatest Consation Need

| Graceful ClearwinfHemaris gracilis) | LamellateSupercoi(Paravitrea lamellidens) |
Data from MDIFW Damsel/Dragonfly Survey and Maine Butterfly Atlas. Based upon known ranges, these species

may occur in Richmond if appropriate habitahisilable.

USFWS Periority Trust Habitats

¢ KS SAAYYAY3A HAGK t NPINIF Y KIFa LINPRdAzOSR
included in this section and shows the areas with the best habitat in Richmond for certain priority species

I oAGI

of birds, animals, fish, reptiles and plants. Many of these species are also listed above in the State lists of
threatened and endangered species and habitats.

The USFWS Map displays habitats that are best suited to support these rare, threatened or endangered
species. This makes the map a valuable planning tool for future development, especially when locating a
new structure, creating soil disturbance or rezoning land for a new activity.
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Some of the priority species which are not also listed on the Stateityrist include the following:

Animals: Canada Lynft.ynx canadensis)

Reptiles: Plymouth ReeBelliedTurtle (Pseudemys rubriventris bangsi)

Fish: Horseshoe Crafiimulidae) Winter FlounderPseudopleuronectes americanus)
Plants: EasterrPrairie Fringe®rchid(Platanthera leucophaealurbish Lousewo(Pedicularis

furbishiae) RobbinsCinquefoil(Potentilla robbinsiana)and Small WhorleBogover
(Isotria medeoloides)

Waterfowl and Wetlands

High and moderate value wetlands which the town has zoneResource Protection Districts provide
essential habitat for many waterfowl. The most notable location is the Umberhind Marsh and other areas
Fd aKz2gy 2y GKS W2 §SNI wS&2dz2NOS yR WALI NRFYQ al LI

Richmond is one of the northernmost towns found along MerrymagtBay. The Bay is a significant
waterfowl concentration area and a key component of the Atlantic Flyway system. Wetlands provide the
ySOSaalNE F22R IyR aKStGSNIF2NI Ylye ¢l GSNF2g8f | yR
wetlands andriparian areas associated with all other waterbodies also play a critical role in providing
habitat for a range of species. The undeveloped and forested buffers surrounding waterbodies provide
shade and habitat, and impede the flow of soil, phosphorusathdr pollutant sources from negatively

affecting water quality. The continued protection of both the riparian areas and the waterbodies are
essential for maintaining a vital and healthy environment.

Fisheries

Richmond has three major bodies of water thatve existing or potential value as fish habitahe
Kennebec River, Abagadasset River and Pleasant Pond. The Town also has many other smaller streams
and ponds. The Kennebec River is an important sport fishing area and contains both striped bass and
bluefish. Continued efforts to improve water quality and the recent removal of the Edwards Dam in
Augusta have helped to improve the fisheries and have also made the river attractive for recreation and
boating.

Furbearers

The Kennebec Valley and the assodlateuntryside provides excellent habitat for a number of furbearing
YEYYFEEad !ljdz2d GAO FdzNBSHFNBNBR AyOfdzRAY3a YAyl 2008
wetlands, ponds and other waterways. Upland furbearers including red fox, grey fox, radgsben,dnd

coyote are found throughout the Town in reverting fields, woodlands, farmlands and along watercourses.
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Stream Habitat Crossings

Culverts or bridges are used for streams to pass under roadways which allow water, fish and other marine
life to pass. Often, undesized culverts and bridges stop the passage of fish and marine life and block
access to breeding areas, food and habitat. The ecosystem and theelondhealth of the fishery and
overall water quality are damaged unless these structaesupgraded to allow the passage of marine

life.

Culverts on the following roads have been identified as potential barriers:

Alexander Reed Road

Beedle Road

Lincoln Street

Pitts Center Road

Route 24

In addition, one dam location along Route 197 was itfiert as a barrier.

= =4 =4 4 4

Replacing these culverts with properly designed and larger culverts will eliminate the barrier for fish
passage and often will improve stormwater flow in storm events. With proper stream crossing sizing and
installation, roads can beniproved, streams can function more naturally, and fish and wildlife can freely
migrate.

Upgrading these culverts should be a priority for the Town, especially when they require replacement or
when grant funds are available to meet the stream crossingdstads for fish and marine passage. The

use of Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds from FEMA may also be available if some of these culverts are
causing road flooding.

Deer Wintering Areas

Deer are widely distributed throughout the Town through most of yiear. When winter snows exceed

18 inches, they seek out areas to provide shelter from bitter winds and snow. These areas, known as
RSSNEFNRA 2NJ RSSNJI gAYy GSNAY I | NBI amdundirangsh OF £ & NI LIN.
The location of deer winteringreas in Richmond are shown on the Beginning with Habitat filleg

4 AIK xFfdzS tflyd FYyR !'yAYLFE 1lFoAdGlFIGadé azad 2F
central portions of the Town. Deer wintering areas help the deer population to sutles winter and

their continued existence is essential habitat for the deer herds.

Undeveloped Habitat
¢KS . SAAYYAYI GAGK I FoAGFG al L) GAGE SR 4! yYRSOSt 2 LIS

undeveloped and contain fields, forest, farnopen space, wetlands and waterbodies. All road frontage
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and existing buitup areas such as the village are shown as developed. Most of the large undeveloped
habitat blocks are in the Agricultural District in the northern portion of the Town. Some of ¢ineas do

contain structures and some residential housing.

¢KS IINBlFa aK2gy & dzyRSOSt2LISR KFIoAdGlFd O2YLINRAS w
When we also look at the other Beginning with Habitat Maps especially the locations of wetlaeds,

wintering areas and other waterbodies it is apparent that these environmental features correspond with
the undeveloped habitat areas.

The Importance of Habitat

The inventory of significant plants, animals, birds and fish contains a note which tsiatekse location

of these species may occur if the appropriate habitat is available. When allowed to exist in its natural state
and not be negatively impacted by pollution or other outside factors, land can provide habitat for a
diversity of species anecosystems.

Many animals and plants cannot exist unless the appropriate set of natural conditions is available. While
some species can adapt to changing circumstances and continue to thrive, many cannot and will no longer
occupy a place. Often, developnteand other maamade activities create changes in habitats which
result in a loss of species diversity. Some habitat changes occur with minimal or no human activity.

All the changes we make to the environment have consequences even if they are prudéhiesatietal

or community need. Nevertheless, it is wise to understand the consequences of our actions upon the
environment and to develop in a way that does the least harm. This can be accomplished by making sure
all applicable local, state and fedéemvironmental laws are followed and the community is making sound
future land use plans for to accommodate future development.

Protection of Natural Resources from Development

Over 80% of the Town is within an Agricultural Zoning District which ategsallvith development review,

a wide range of manufacturing activities in addition to farming, forestry, recreation and other traditionally
rural activities. Single family residential housing is also allowed but subdivisions are subject to annual
developmant limits. This District contains the majority of the farms, forestry operations, deer wintering
areas, and wetlands, and over time could gradually shift from a rural to more suburban environment.

The existing land use ordinance does provide adequateewiewaf development, especially for the

protection of natural resources, stormwater and shoreland zoning. State and federal regulations will also

be applicable in some circumstances, depending upon the location, type and scale of the proposed
development. /| dZNNBy (i f & dzyRSNJ { K2NBf I yR %2yAy3a Yz2ad 27F Gl
and subject to development setbacks. However, many wetlands, especially forested wetlands and vernal
pools, may not be adequately protected unless they are subject to stafiederal oversight.
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Promoting the continued health of farming and forestry in Town and throughout the state is an important
A0NFGS3e (2 1SSLI GNIYFRAGAZ2YIFE NH2NIE FOGAGAGASE (KN
to promote local fams and to participate in statewide organizations which assist both agriculture and
forestry. Likewise, revisiting the appropriate uses that can occur in the Agricultural Zoning District will also

help to preserve the area for farming and forestry.

Another important strategy is to use the natural resource information contained in the Beginning with
Habitat Maps and related data to guide the location of new development in a manner which protects
waterbodies, riparian areas, wetlands and vernal pools, déetering areas, and unique and endangered
plant and animal habitat. It is recommended that the land use ordinance contain some restrictions to
prohibit or limit development in certain areas.

Agricultural and Forest Resources

Currently there are 30 paels totaling944 acres that are enrolled in the Farmland Tax Program.
WAOKY2YRQa&a NRftAY3a YR FfFdG (2LR23INFLKE FyR LINRYS
agriculture. Much of the agricultural activity occurs along the Beedle Road, Main Street and the Alexander

Reed Road. Working farms range in size up to 1,000 acres and produce beef and dairy cattle, hay and
silage corn. Other smaller farms produce goats, hay, produce, orchards and Christmas trees. The majority

of farms in Richmond are located in the northesection of Town.

The most suitable areas for farming are found in scattered locations throughout the community, with
concentrations in the Pleasant Pond area, and along the Beedle, Pitts Center and New Roads. The most
common soil in Richmond is Buxton &itm, which is described as prime farmland soil.

Currently the State is undergoing a renaissance in agriculture with an influx of young people engaging in

new farming activities. Most of these new operations are small and produce a variety of vegetadbles

other products targeted towards local markets. Likewise, the growing small brewery and winery
movement has increased the demand for hops, organic wheat and grapes. Additional new products
include cheese, meats, and preserved vegetables, along wittedgiaoducts such as baked goods, soaps,

jams, beer and wine. There are new agricultural operations in Richmond, including a new Maine Organic
CIFNXY¥SNE YR DIFINRSYSNE ! 3a20A1F0A2y oO0ahCD! 0 OSNIATA:
in the pas.

Currently there are 83 parcels totalingdZ4 acres enrolled in the Tree Growth Tax Program. Forestry is
primarily done on a small scale and often in conjunction with the multiple use aspect of a larger farm.
According to the Soil Conservation Seevinformation on soils, the most suitable areas for woodland
production are found in the rolling hills of thsbagadasseiMill Brook and Denham Brook Watersheds,

on hills and ledges around Pleasant Pond and on the west side of Route 201, and al@uetteeations

of the Baker Brook Watershed.
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Agricultural and forestry activities are allowed without restriction throughout town except for the Village
District, where timber harvesting and farming are not allowed and seasonal produce for sale not raised
on premises requires development review by the Planning Board.

Marine Resources

Richmond is considered a coastal community because of its location on a tidal river, even though it takes

the average boater two hours to reach the open ocean. Richmond ifasitbnimany Kennebec River
communities in its long history of commercial activity along its waterfront. Ice harvesting, shipbuilding
FYR AKALILMAY3I |tf O2yiNROdziSR (G2 GKS ¢26yQa KSNROGL
serves as a recreathal area for boating and fishing. The park is used actively for a variety of events and

the waterfront provides an ideal backdrop for walking and many other recreational pursuits.

The waterfront in Richmond is located in a bend in the side channel ckémaebec River. The main
channel, 16 feet in depth, is on the east side of Swan Island. According to the Coastal Marine Geologic
Environments of Gardiner SE Quadrangle Maine, prepared in 1976 for the Maine Geological Survey, the
majority of the channel islassified as tidal Fluvial Channel, which means that it is typical of the lower
portions of river channels under tidal influences, but not carrying estuarine waters. The chart shows the
presence of occasional ledges, mud flats and fluvial marshes. Téreglavironment consists of vegetated

river floodplains and banks and freshwater pond vegetation subject to daily tidal action.

There are no shellfishing @orming areas in the town. The Kennebec River is mostly used for recreation,
especially boating anfishing. The fishing has improved in response to improvements in water quality and
the removal of the Edwards Dam in Augusta which has opened up traditional reaches of the river to many
fish species.

The Waterfront Park and boat landing area is desighate a Commercial Fisheries and Marine Activity
District in the Zoning Ordinance and is designed to allow a variety of water dependent activities. The Town
has a Harbormaster who is responsible for the waterfront, moorings and boating along the riger. It i
anticipated that recreational use will continue to grow, especially as economic activity increases in the
village.

State Goals; Natural Resources:

T ¢2 LINRGSOG GKS ljddtAade FyR YFyF3s GKS jdzt yiade
aquifers, great ponds, estuaries, rivers, and coastal areas.

T ¢2 LINRPGSOG GKS {dGFrdSQa 2G$KSNJ ONRGAOKTE yI GdzNT €
wildlife and fisheries habitat, sand dunes, shorelands, scenic vistas, and unique natural areas.

¢ T2 al FS3dza NR GKS {0FdSQa F3ANROdzt GdzNI £ | YR F2NEK
those resources.
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development and to promote access to the shore for commefishérmen and the public.

Local Goals:

1. To protect significant surface water resources from pollution and improve water quality where needed.

2. To conserve and protect critical natural resources in the community.

3. To safeguard lands identified as parfarmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry and to

support the economic viability of these industries.

4.To continue to maintain physical and visual access to the Kennebec River for all appropriate uses,

including recreation, fishing, and taem.

Recommended Implementation Strategies

Implement the Goals and Policies as follows:

Responsible Party Timeframe | Resources

Goall: To protect significant surface water resources from pollution and improve water quality where need

1. Continue to participate and be actively involved il BOS Ongoing Town Meeting
the Cobbossee Watershed District to maintain an support
improve the water quality at PleasaRbnd.

2. Review the land use ordinance for erosion contro CEO, with One Year | MaineDEP
and low impact developmerdtandards to protect | Planning Board
water quality.

Goal 2: To conserve and protect critical maluesources in the community.

1. wSTSNBYyOS (KS al AyS 5L|CEO,with Ongoing DIFW
| FoAGEFGE YI LA 2y LISNX Al Planning Board Beginning with
the Planning Board the option to seek the opinion Habitat
of the MDIFW or natural resources consultant on Program
natural features identified and proposed mitigatio
measures.

2. Continue to monitor state antbderal requirements CEO, with Ongoing MaineDEP;
for floodplain management, shoreland zoning, an| Planning Board Maine DACF
protection of critical natural resources, and
continue incorporatinghese requirements into the
land use ordinance.

3. Upgrade culvds on the priority list from the BWH | Public Works Ongoing State; FEMA
maps with state and FEMA funding. Director, with

Director of B&CD.

4. Create a Conservation Commission that is charg¢ BOS 3 Years Maine
with inventorying and promoting the protection Association of
and maintenance of oumatural resources and trail Conservation
network. Commissions

5. Review the land use ordinance use chart for the | CEO with Plannin( 1 Year Other Towns;

Agricultural District and ensure that agricultural
lands are being adequately protected.

Board, Comp Plar
Implementation

Committee

DACF

Richmond Comprehensive Plan Draft
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Goal 3.To safeguard lands identified as prime farmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry and t

support the economic viability of these industries.

1. Encourage, iitmportant farmland areas, the CEO, with Ongoing Zoning
development ofatural resource based businessey Planning Board Ordinance
and services, outdoor recreation businesses, and| and Comp Plan review
home occupations. Implementation

Committee

2. Encourage wners of productive farm and forest | CEO, with BOS | Ongoing
land to enroll in the current use taxation programs
and to consider maintaining traditional public acce
to open space and trails.

3. Consult with the Maine Forest Service district CEO, with Ongoing Maine Forest

forester and withSagadahoc County Soil and Wat
Conservation District staff when evaluating new
land use regulations pertaining to farm or forest
land management practices.

Planning Board

Service;
Sagadahoc
County Soil anc
Water
Conservation
District

Goal 4: To continue to maintain physical and visual acce
recreation, fishing, and tourism.

ss to the Kennebec River for all appropriate uses,

1. Identify needs for additional recreational and Harbormaster, Ongoing Maine DACF
commercial access, including paud boat with BOSand
launches, docking space and swimming access. | Director of CB&D
2. Continue to implement the 2008 Waterfront Director of CB&D,| Ongoing Small Harbor
Improvement Plan. with Improvement
Harbormaster and Program (SHIP
BOS Boating
Infrastructure
Grant (BIG)
Program
3. Work withinterestedproperty owners, land trusts | Director of CB&D,| Ongoing MaineDACF;
and others to protect major points of visual and | with Land for
physical access to waterfront and Pleasant Pond| Harbormaster and alAySQa
BOS.
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MAP 1WATER RESOURCE AND RIPARIAN HABITATS
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MAP 2HIGH VALUE PLANT AND ANIMAL HABITATS
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USFW®RIORITIES TRUST SPECIES HABITAT
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MAP 6BUILDING & REGIONAL LANDSCAPE
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