





Section K Public Opinion Survey Results

Public Investments

Responses were similarly strong regarding whether or not more public parks, trails or boat launches
should be created, but those who strongly agreed that more were needed far outnumbered those who
strongly disagreed that more should be created. Written comments suggested that people feel current
access to water and trails is adequate.

This scenario is similar for the agreement or disagreement regarding a need for new sidewalks or
sidewalk repair, however it is clear that far more respondents strongly agree that sidewalk investments
should be made. The support for sidewalk investments has doubled since 1995. Written comments
include statements that people would walk more if a safe place were provided.

Investment in public building improvements is favored. Establishing reserve funds and budgeting for
repairs and improvements was mentioned in written comments.

More respondents expressed that they did NOT support returning to a Town manager form of
government. Written comments included a desire to involve more young people in community decision-
making processes, and an opinion that the town is too
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Section K Public Opinion Survey Results

Regional Services

Princeton already utilizes regional
ambulance and police services.

Respondents generally indicated a feeling e eparimentsresponse ndeqiprent? | SShenifsDeptprotecion? st pleprotecton?  “ Ao servce
of satisfaction with both local and regional
public safety services. Responses were %
nearly evenly weighted as to whether
people agreed, strongly agreed, disagreed, |«
or strongly disagreed regarding expending
resources on the researching of starting a 2
local as opposed to regional police or
ambulance department. Concern was »
raised in written comments about the
adequacy of response time for the S

ambulance service, and about the expanse . . I -

of service area and response time for both Very st Savsed ot satised Suongly Unsavsid Notsure

Adequacy of Public Safety Services

sheriff and state police protection.

Preservation, Planning and Land Use.

Support for the development of both a zoning and a building ordinance was strong, as was support for
property maintenance incentives, and support for preservation of scenic, cultural, natural, and historic

resources.

Respondents favored the town center, near the airport, and infill around existing development as

locations where new gI'OWth and Ordinances, Codes, and Incentives...
development should occur. Other written |
answers included: Black Cat Point, the .

. i Should the Town adopt land use
Old Ball Field, and wherever o - e e e
feasible/appropriate. General types of . , Y ha et ot propa s
development that were mentioned P oty o auetty ortfe fora
throughout the written comments include  |* ' = shaul theToun sdop g codes o
recreational facilities for youth, =1 '
manufacturing, and employment boosters.  |»
Specific development types listed in the s o the Tou cemte centves o
open-ended questions (listed in detail in ol , , et e appearance ofprivte
Appendix A.) include dining, retail, ) i " 7
manufacturing, community gathering D J W -
places, guide companies, artists, a feed Svogyages  gawe O st Norswe
store, a greenhouse, a motel, and a sports
shop.

General comments also reiterated the desire for environmentally friendly, small businesses that provide a
positive affect on the residential community, such as attracting new people to the area and retaining
quality of life.
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Public Opinion Survey Results

Facilities and Services

Responses regarding satisfaction with municipal, education, and community services were varied.

Survey respondents expressed strong
satisfaction with Town Office staffing,
facilities and services, but the margin was
much narrower for satisfaction vs. ©
dissatisfaction regarding recreation and
community facilities.

A number of respondents stated they were |«
“not sure” about their level of satisfaction
regarding recreation programs and

activities. Perhaps this response indicates
that community members are not aware of |*
or do not utilize available recreation 0 .
programs and activities. —

Very Satisfied

0

W Llibrary facilities, services, and equipment?

Satisfaction with Education Services

W Operation of the Elementary/Junior High School?

Operation of the Woodland High School?

Satisfied

.

Not Sure

Not Satisfied Strongly Unsatisfied

Responses were almost evenly weighted between those who were satisfied and those who were not
satisfied regarding the adequacy of recreation and community facilities. A number of written comments
indicated that more opportunities needed to be created for teens and for youth both after school and

during the summer.

Respondents expressed satisfaction with

Adequacy of Town Office and Recreation Services

i Town Office staffing, facilities, and services? i Recreation and community facilities?

Recreation programs and activities?

. B 1 L -

Very Satisfied

Satisfied Not Satisfied Strongly Unsatisfied Not Sure

library facilities, services and equipment,
although written comments showed that
people believe the library is too small and
that its programs and hours of availability
are not made well-enough known to the
public. Respondents are satisfied with the
operation of the elementary and junior
high schools, and operation of the
Woodland High School.

A number of respondents stated that they
were “not sure” regarding adequacy of
schools, which may again indicate simply
that they do not have interaction within

the school system.
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Section K Public Opinion Survey Results

Generally people in Princeton are
satisfied with civic services, including
road maintenance and repair, winter
plowing and sanding, street lighting, and |«
solid waste disposal. Many written
complaints were included regarding West
Street and winter plowing. Recycling
was mentioned several times in the *
written comments as being a desired yet w
non-existent service.

Satisfaction with Civic Services

Town roads maintenance & repair? & Winter plowing & sanding?

Street lighting? Solid waste disposal?

70

60

o .-__ e

0
Very Satisfied Satisfied Not Satisfied Strongly Unsatisfied Not Sure

Multi-Use Transportation Networks

One open-ended survey question specifically focused on issues with safety between
bicycle/pedestrian/ATV/snowmobile users. Survey responses were mixed, but 43 respondents
commented that there were issues, while only 19 responded no, and one responded not sure. Problems
include a lack of sidewalks for safe pedestrian use; ATV use of pedestrian trails; a need for bicycle trails
for children; property damage and trespassing resulting from ATV and snowmobile use; speed and noise
associated with ATV use; pedestrians using the street thereby making automobile travel dangerous;
bikers and pedestrians not paying attention to automobile traffic; lack of access to services for ATV
users; and lack of adequate trails for ATV/snowmobile users.

Written Comments

All responses to the 6 open-ended questions are included in Appendix A. These questions are:

*  What would you change about Princeton?

*  What would you not change about Princeton?

* What kind of businesses or activities would you like in Princeton?
* Are there any issues with bike/ped/atv/snowmobile safety?

*  What should be done with the Brewers Andrew Sport Complex?

* How do you see Princeton in 10 years?

SUMMARY

In May of 2013 Princeton residents completed a survey to give their views on important aspects of the
town’s future. The participation rate was average (11.07% response rate) for surveys of this type and
included written input.

Respondents to the survey generally expressed support for the Town to guide the appearance and quality
of development through a zoning ordinance and a building code. The use of incentives to improve
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Section K Public Opinion Survey Results

existing properties was also favored. Supporting a variety of types of new small business and clean
manufacturing development in Princeton was favored, provided that new development was
environmentally friendly and did not detract from the small-town atmosphere and quality of life.
Desirable locations for development included the town center, the airport, and general infill around
existing development. Shoreland areas were not typically favored for further development.

Written comments regarding existing regional services (ambulance, law enforcement, and high school)
were generally positive. Respondents were nearly evenly divided regarding whether or not to maintain
existing ambulance and law enforcement arrangements rather than exploring the formation of local
ambulance and law enforcement services.

Respondents were generally satisfied with municipal and community services, except that recreation
facilities and activities were indicated as needing improvements. Written comments also indicated that
recycling is a desired municipal service. Re-consideration of the Town government structure did not
have much support although the inclusion of younger residents in Town government was mentioned as
being necessary to the community.

Responses and comments regarding housing in the survey suggested that older abandoned and
dilapidated homes should be removed or renovated before focusing on construction of new homes.

Desired types of economic activity included most commonly mentioned include (clean) manufacturing,
retail, dining and lodging, community gathering places, children’s activities, greenhouses, and outdoor
sports/nature based businesses. Also mentioned were arts/theatre, a feed store, gift/antiques, clothing
store, and a pharmacy. The written comments speak to a desire for smaller scale, environmentally
friendly operations in keeping with the quiet rural nature of Princeton.

Several questions were asked about local roads and transportation. Respondents are generally satisfied
with road conditions although there is some concern about winter road conditions and the condition of
West Street, despite recent improvements. Investments for extending and improving sidewalks were
strongly supported. About half of the written responses indicated substantial issues with multi-use
transportation network safety and access.

Survey respondents generally expressed satisfaction with the existing conditions of the community.
Major areas of discontent exist around the lack of recreation and community facilities and programs, the
need for more and varied small businesses in Princeton, issues with multi-use transportation safety, and
the need to restore/upgrade the overall appearance of the community. Respondents expressed a strong
desire to retain the small-town, rural atmosphere of Princeton and protect the water quality and wildlife
habitat while also pursuing reasonable, appropriate, and managed growth.
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COMPARISON OF 1995 AND 2013 SURVEY RESULTS

1995-2013 SURVEY COMPARISON

PRINCETON, ME 1995 2013
Town Growth and Development Disagree Agree Disagree Agree

Should the Town actively encourage growth?

54 46 2 98
Should the Town encourage new commercial and
retail development? 43 57 7 93
Should the Town encourage new industrial
development? 22 78 13 87
Should the Town encourage affordable residential

49 51 7 93

development?

Should the Town adopt land use ordinances to guide
the location, type, and appearance of new commercial
and industrial development, for the protection of the 20 30 16 ’4
economic value of properties and promotion of quality
of life for all residents?

Should the Town adopt building codes to insure health

and safety? 25 7 26 74
Should the Town create incentives to enhance the
appearance of private properties? 14 86 24 76
Should the Town take action to preserve scenic areas
and historic or cultural sites? 20 80 10 90
Should more be done to protect water quality? 38 62 9 91
Should more be done to protect wildlife habitat? n/a n/a 20 80
Should more public parks, trails, or boat launches be
created? n/a n/a 39 61
Is there a need for more sidewalks or sidewalk repair?

53 47 30 70
Should the Town research starting a local police
department? n/a n/a 49 51
Should the Town research starting a local ambulance
department? n/a n/a 48 52
Should the Town invest in public building
improvements? n/a n/a 33 77
Should the Town return to a manager form of

78 22 65 35

government?
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1995-2013 SURVEY COMPARISON 1995 2013
Town Services Disagree Agree Disagree Agree
Are Town roads adequately maintained and 35 65 13 67
repaired?
Is winter plowing and sanding adequate? 18 82 18 82
Is street lighting adequate? 19 81 14 86
Is the solid waste disposal system adequate? 16 84 8 92
Is the Fire Department’s response and 10 90 3 97
equipment adequate?
Is the Qegree of Sheriff’s Department 40 60 19 61
protection adequate?
Is State Police protection adequate? n/a n/a 29 71
Is ambulance service adequate? n/a n/a 26 74
Are'hbrary facilities, services, and g 9 13 27
equipment adequate?
Is the operation of the Elementary/Junior
High School adequate? 13 87 7 23
Is the operation of the Woodland High 1 29 )3 7
School adequate?
Are Town Office staffing, facilities, and
services adequate? 15 85 3 97
Are? t'h.e Town’s recreation and community 40 60 51 49
facilities adequate?
Are': th§ Town’s recreation programs and 53 42 60 40
activities adequate?
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Section L Land Use

L. LAND USE

Princeton is a rural community of 41.8 square miles - approximately 26,734 acres - and
approximately 800 full-time residents. Princeton shares Grand Falls Flowage, Lewey Lake,
Long Lake, and Big Lake with Indian Township, Baileyville, and the unorganized territories of
Fowler and Big Lake Township. These water bodies have different names, but they are all
directly connected bodies of water. These waters are all part of the St. Croix River watershed.
Pocomoonshine Lake lies predominantly within Princeton and extends south somewhat into
neighboring Alexander. Princeton also contains many streams and wetlands, and extensive
forestland. Just over 3,000 acres of the municipal area is open water.

PAST DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

Princeton’s location on Lewey Lake, Long Lake, Grand Falls Flowage and Pocomoonshine Lake
influenced its history and development. In 1805, Moses Bonney built a home on high fertile
ground near Pocomoonshine Lake in what is now South Princeton. As newcomers arrived and
chose home sites, four districts took shape: South Princeton, the town center, the lower district,
and West Princeton.

Development in Princeton was driven and supported by farming and the timber industry.
Farming was central to the livelihood of Princeton people from the first settler until after World War
II. Settlers worked long hours to push back the forests, dig out and smooth the land and
cultivate it into farmlands for animals and crops. Logging and associated enterprises span the
history of Princeton. Settlers grew grain and shipped it to the river on ox drawn sleds, where it
was loaded onto skiffs and poled to the nearest gristmill.

The primary means of transportation between Calais and Princeton was poling the river in skiffs,
which had to be carried around Grand Falls. Townspeople reached West Princeton by crossing
the lakes on ice or in skiffs in warmer months. In 1831 construction began on a road between
Calais and Houlton. Rail service from Princeton to Baring began in 1854. In Baring connection
could be made to Calais. In 1868 these two lines combined to become the St. Croix and
Penobscot Railroad. The railroad station burned in 1889 and was replaced. The replacement
station was moved to the airport where it now serves as the terminal building. The last train ran
out of Princeton on August 1, 1933. Princeton’s main transportation links with the outside world
are now U.S. Route 1, Routes 9 and 6, the Stud Mill Road, and the regional airport.

Princeton was a major mill town, although it did not have the obvious appearance of a mill town;
development featured privately designed and built homes rather than rows of company-owned
houses. The first mill, a sawmill built in 1852, was soon followed by many more mills and also a
tannery. The last mill in Princeton closed in 1981. In 1983, the Town worked with the state and
the Eastern Maine Development District to reopen the mill as Hunt Brothers Lumber, Inc. The
mill closed again and has since burned. The site is now vacant.

By the 1890s Princeton had gained a reputation as having the best fishing in Maine. Princeton
still enjoys a reputation as a paradise for fishermen, hunters and vacationers. Many hire the
services of local Maine Guides, a significant local occupation.
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During World War II the federal government bought acreage in Princeton and built a large
airport as part of a system of airports for the ferrying of planes to Europe. After the war the
Town acquired the airport that is now operated by the Princeton Regional Airport Authority.
Power lines were extended to South Princeton in 1948. During the 1940s and 1950s Princeton
had a bustling business center. Princeton experienced its last boom in the late 1970s.

EXISTING LAND USE PATTERN

Princeton’s existing land use patterns are summarized in the descriptions of Land Cover shown
in Table D-1 and are illustrated on several Maps in this document including Map 2, Princeton
Public Facilities and Transportation; Map 4, Land Cover (from which the data in Table D-1 is
derived); and Map 9, Existing Land Use and Shoreland Zoning, located at the end of this section.

According to interpretation of recent satellite imagery conducted by the University of Maine at
Machias GIS Center, approximately 75% of the land in Princeton is forested, including areas that
have recently been cut. The remaining land area includes non-forested wetlands (6%),
developed areas (3%) and grassland and pasture (3%). Princeton also contains just over 3000
acres (12.3%) of open water within its municipal boundaries. See Map 4: Land Cover.

Table D-1 LAND COVER BY TYPE

Land Cover Type Approximate Area (Acres) Percent Total Land
Developed, High Intensity 45 0.2
Developed, Medium Intensity 46 0.2
Developed, Low intensity 20 0.05
Developed, Open space 151 0.6
Cultivated crops 308 1.2
Pasture/hay 483 1.8
Grassland/herbaceous 3 0.05
Deciduous Forest 208 0.8
Evergreen Forest 8,570 32
Mixed Forest 7,972 29.8
Scrub/Shrub 50 0.2
Wetland Forest 1,852 6.9
Wetlands 1,561 5.8
Roads/runways 491 1.8
Unconsolidated 5 0.05
Bare land 1 0.05
Open Water 3,293 12.3
Recent clear cut 411 1.5
Light partial cut 488 1.8
Heavy partial cut 400 1.5
Regenerated forest 376 1.4
Total Area 26,734 100

Source: WCCOG, UMM GIS Center

Land cover shown on Map 4 was interpreted from satellite imagery in 2004. There are often
minor inaccuracies from such imagery. The Comprehensive Plan Committee has examined and
notes the following qualifications. Cultivated land is considerably less than is indicated on Map
4: Land Cover. The Comprehensive Plan Update committee observes that the cultivated land,
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formerly in beans and potatoes, has not been in cultivation for over 30 years. They estimate that
the vast majority of it is currently pastured or hay land. They also noted that grassland may be
much more than 3 acres.

Princeton today is a small service center town with commercial development concentrated along
Route 1in the town center, near the shared border with Indian Township. Developed areas are
concentrated along Main Street and the shores of Long and Lewey Lakes and Grand Falls
Flowage. Commercial and residential development extends along the Route 1 corridor between
the elementary school and the town center. Other development concentrations are predominantly
residential, located in West Princeton and South Princeton. There is virtually no industrial
activity in Princeton. Hunting and sporting camps are common around the lakes. Agriculture is
limited to small family farms. Small commercial logging operations with cyclical cutting
schedules are common in Princeton.

DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE

Many communities in Washington County are feeling the opposite sensation of development
pressure — the continued decline of population (especially youth), employment opportunities,
availability of services, and housing quality. Although these issues also affect Princeton, the
Town Clerk indicates that real estate in Princeton is being sold (at least 6 new families have
moved into Princeton recently!) and new building permits have been issued for waterfront
properties.

The community supports limited industrial and commercial redevelopment of existing developed
areas, and supports new and redeveloped residential construction. The community desires a
climate of local employment, an active retail center, and the return of young families. Princeton
hopes to focus significant new commercial and residential development and redevelopment of
unoccupied structures in the town center.

New development is occurring along the river at Black Cat Point, one of the few the remaining
undeveloped waterfront properties in Princeton (but it has already been divided into house lots).
Greenland Point is another sensitive waterfront area with no protection and a strong potential for
future development. Education and code enforcement regarding resource protection in shoreland
zones becomes increasingly important and problematic as shoreland development increases.
Inappropriate tree removal and intensive lakeside landscaping, as well as increased motorboat
and personal watercraft use, contribute to water pollution and can become significant issues
around sensitive waterfront properties.

The community supports new housing development, but especially speaks to the need for clean
up and rehabilitation of existing housing stock. The most significant housing needs are
affordable housing for families and subsidized housing for elders. Both types of developments
would benefit from an in-town location for their long-term success in retaining residents who
desire affordability and accessibility.

Princeton’s town center has a well-developed infrastructure, and therefore is the most sensible
area for residential and commercial development. The town center features streets and sidewalks,

PRINCETON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2014



Section L Land Use

public water, as well as electricity, cable and telephone. The town center is where most jobs in
Princeton are located, where the school and public library are located, and is closest to the fire
station. Currently, development in Princeton is unregulated and remains open to potentially
incompatible development proposals, especially on smaller lots such as exist in the town center.

ANTICIPATED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

As noted in Chapter C. Population, Princeton’s population peaked around the turn of the 20"
century. With the decline of logging and shipbuilding, Princeton’s population declined in the
first half of the 20" century, rebounded during the 1970s and 1980s but has since declined to
around 800 individuals. Over the last 30 years, Princeton’s total population has been declining
from just under 1000 in 1970 to just over 800 in 2010. The Office of Policy, Management,
Economics, and Demographics forecasts that Princeton’s population will decline to 730 people
by the year 2030.

In 2000, Princeton had a total of 488 housing units, a 4.5% increase from 1990. The housing
stock increased again by approximately 3.9% to 507 units during the American Community
Survey 2007-2011 5-year estimates. The average household size declined from 2.61 in 1990 to
2.31in 2010. In Princeton, this reflects an increasing elderly population, households with fewer
children, and older children moving out of the house and away from the region.

Seasonal housing in 2010 comprised approximately13% of the total housing stock in Princeton,
reflecting a 39% increase since 2000. Single-family seasonal housing development around the
lakeshores is likely to continue as the largest type of residential growth as environmental
recreation opportunities in the region expand, and as Princeton’s reputation as a quiet getaway
grows.

Princeton is in a unique position of being located in proximity to the service and employment
centers of Calais and Baileyville, as well as being at the edge of an established wilderness
playground. Princeton is home to one of the best elementary schools in the region, and contains
a newly constructed regional health center. As the neighboring and regional communities of
Baileyville, Calais and Eastport work actively toward economic development, the regional
economy may grow and populations could actually increase in contrast to census projections. As
noted above, Princeton is actually experiencing a growing real estate market (2013/2014) and has
gained at least 6 new families in recent months.

Although older homes may be aesthetically desirable, the expense of upkeep and declining size
of families and incomes often leads to their abandonment in Washington County, and Princeton
is no exception. The existence of abandoned homes on prime sites in the town center could
influence new development to occur outside of the town center. The rehabilitation of existing
homes within the town center, close to local services, is a more desirable type of development.
Redevelopment of abandoned residential, commercial, and industrial properties fosters a sense of
vibrancy, promotes diversity, and expands the experience of community. Infill erases signs of
emptiness and decay, and allows existing natural areas to continue providing forest products,
wildlife habitat, land for sports and recreation, and a continued sense of a rural landscape.
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Respondents to the November 2012 community survey strongly supported the encouragement of
new commercial and industrial development and affordable housing that preserves the small-
town ambiance and is not harmful to the environment. Responses and comments suggested that
older abandoned and dilapidated structures should be removed or renovated before focusing on
new construction.

Desired types of economic activity included most commonly mentioned include (clean)
manufacturing, retail, dining and lodging, community gathering places, children’s activities,
greenhouses, and outdoor sports/nature based businesses. Also mentioned were arts/theatre, a
feed store, gift/antiques, clothing store, and a pharmacy.

PRESENT LAND USE REGULATIONS

Apart from the State required minimums, the Town of Princeton has a limited set of regulatory
measures to affect the nature and pattern of development. Building permits are required for
shoreland development and several existing land use regulations that municipal boards and
officials must follow are listed below. Regulations change over time and it is the responsibility
of municipal officers to keep up with these changes.

MDOT Access Management (17-229 Maine Administrative Rules Chapter 299, Part A and B) -
The Act specifically directs the MDOT and authorized municipalities to promulgate rules to
assure safety and proper drainage on all state and state aid highways with a focus on maintaining
posted speeds on arterial highways outside urban compact areas. The law also requires that the
rules include standards for avoidance, minimization, and mitigation of safety hazards along the
portions of rural arterials where the 1999 statewide average for driveway related crash rates is
exceeded. Those rural arterials are referred to in the rules as "Retrograde Arterials". There are no
such retrograde arterials in all of Washington County.

Shoreland Zoning Ordinance (Maine Land Use Laws, 1992) - Shoreland areas include those
areas within 250 feet of the normal high-water line of any great pond, river or saltwater body,
within 250 feet of the upland edge of a coastal or freshwater wetland, or within 75 feet of the
high-water line of a stream. The purposes of these controls are: to further the maintenance of safe
and healthful conditions; to prevent and control water pollution; to protect fish spawning
grounds, aquatic life, bird and other wildlife habitat; to protect archaeological and historic
resources; to protect commercial fishing and maritime industries; to protect freshwater and
coastal wetlands; to control building sites, placement of structures and land uses; to conserve
shore covers, and visual as well as actual points of access to inland and coastal waters; to
conserve natural beauty and open space; and to anticipate and respond to the impacts of
development in shoreland areas.

Princeton’s Shoreland Zoning Ordinance was last updated in 1993 and it contains the following
districts:

* Resource Protection District (RP)

* Limited Residential District (LR)

* General Development (GD)

e Stream Protection District (SP)
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A Flood Insurance Study was conducted by FEMA for the Town of Princeton in 2002. This
study investigated the existence and severity of flood hazards in Princeton. Results were used to
establish actuarial flood insurance rates, and assisted in a conversion to the regular program of
the National Flood Insurance Program. The study was intended to aid local and regional
planners in promoting sound land use and floodplain development practices, and to administer
minimal floodplain management requirements. A copy of the 2002 Flood Insurance Study is
available from the Town Clerk.

The community adheres to the Maine State Plumbing Code, which requires that the installation
of plumbing and septic systems be in accordance with the Maine State Law and the Subsurface
Wastewater Disposal Rules and Regulations.

AREAS UNSUITABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT

There are areas within Princeton that require special consideration based on the potential
environmental impact of land use activities. In these areas stricter regulation or, in some
circumstances, prohibition may be called for to avoid problems for both people and Princeton’s
natural resources. These areas are shown on Maps 3-7 and include the following:

* Floodplains — These are flood prone areas where flooding is frequent and can be severe.
Use needs to be limited to activities unharmed by flooding, such as agriculture, forest and
some types of recreation.

*  Water Resources/Wetlands - These are areas that fall under the Shoreland Zoning Laws.
Development in these areas is severely restricted and requires review and approval by the
pertinent State Agencies.

* Wildlife Habitat/Conservation - These are areas that fall under the provisions of the
applicable mandated legislation. Development in these areas is severely restricted and
requires review and approval by the pertinent State Agencies.

* Unsuitable Soils - These are areas with limited development potential because of poor
soils. Larger lot sizes would be required in order to meet the requirements of the Maine
State Plumbing Laws.

* Slopes - These are areas that have a slope greater than 15 percent that preclude extensive
development because of problems with erosion, runoff, and construction limitations such
as allowable road grades, suitability for septic sewage disposal, and stability of
foundation. Also, the Maine Plumbing Code does not permit septic systems on a slope
greater than 25 percent.

FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

The remainder of this Chapter outlines the Future Land Use Plan for the Town of Princeton. The
Future Land Use Plan is intended to encourage orderly growth and development in appropriate
areas of each community, while protecting the state's rural character, making efficient use of
public services, and preventing development sprawl.

The Committee, in preparing the Future Land Use Plan, considered all state mandated legislation

PRINCETON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2014 L-6



Section L Land Use

for restrictions on additional development in areas prone to flooding, subject to shoreland zoning
laws, containing significant (as defined) wildlife habitat, and areas with unsuitable soils or severe
(greater than 25%) slopes.

In addition to these natural constraints the Comprehensive Plan Committee considered the
following elements in determining the configuration of proposed growth areas and rural areas
outlined in the Future Land Use Plan and on Map 11: Future Land Use:

* The need to encourage growth and development.

* Historic development patterns and land uses.

* Recent development patterns and existing land use regulations.

* Compatibility of present and future neighboring land uses.

* Residents’ desire to maintain the town’s rural character and historic resources.
* Natural features and resources including soils, water bodies, and wetlands.

* Geographic location and role of Baileyville in the regional economy.

* Existing infrastructure including water, electrical power, road system.

* Road transportation and the availability of 3-phase power.

* The importance of affordable housing.

* Requirements of the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act.

When preparing the Future Land Use Plan the Committee also took direction from the results of
the community survey (See Chapter 1 Executive Summary, Community Vision and Public
Participation).

MAINE’S GROWTH MANAGEMENT LEGISLATION

Maine’s growth management legislation requires that municipalities designate two types of land
use districts in their Comprehensive Plan: growth areas and rural areas. State requirements for
the designation of land use areas are described below, along with descriptions of each proposed
land use district in Princeton.

The Growth Management Act requires that any growth related capital investments' that may
occur over the planning period be accommodated within the proposed growth areas; and the

" “Municipal growth-related capital investment” are defined as “investment by the municipality in the following
projects, even if privately-owned, using municipal, county, state, federal, or other public funds, in the form of a
purchase, lease, grant, loan, loan guarantee, credit, tax credit, or other financial assistance:

(1) Construction of new transportation infrastructure or capacity;

(2) Construction or acquisition of newly constructed multifamily rental or affordable housing;

(3) Development of industrial or business parks;

(4) Construction or extension of sewer, water, or other utility lines;

(5) Construction of public, quasi-public, or private service infrastructure, facilities, and community buildings, or
(6) Construction or expansion of municipal office buildings, municipal educational facilities, and other quasi-public
facilities and other civic buildings that serve public clients and customers.

Municipal growth-related capital investment does not include investment in the following: mobile equipment, the
operation or maintenance of a municipal facility or program; maintenance of existing transportation infrastructure
without significantly expanding capacity,; or municipal revenue sharing.” Chapter 208 Review Rule, Maine State
Planning Office (2011) available online at http://www.maine.gov/spo/landuse/compplans/index.htm.
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Town commits to directing at least 75% of such investments to these areas of town.

In addition to Growth Areas and Rural Areas, communities may also designate three additional
types of land use areas. These include Critical Rural Areas, Critical Waterfront Areas, and
Transitional Areas.

A critical rural area is defined as “a rural area that is specifically identified and designated by a
community's comprehensive plan as deserving maximum protection from development to
preserve natural resources and related economic activities that may include, but are not limited
to, significant farmland, forest land or mineral resources; high-value wildlife or fisheries habitat;
scenic areas; public water supplies; scarce or especially vulnerable natural resources; and open
lands functionally necessary to support a vibrant rural economy.”

“Critical waterfront areas” are defined as “shorefront area[s] characterized by functionally water-
dependent uses, as defined in MRSA 38 §436-A(6), and specifically identified and designated by
a community's comprehensive plan as deserving maximum protection from incompatible
development.”

“Transitional areas” are defined as areas “suitable for a share of projected residential,
commercial, or industrial development but that [are] neither intended to accept the amount or
density of development appropriate for a growth area nor intended to provide the level of
protection for rural resources afforded in a rural area or critical rural area.”

Growth Areas - Defined and in Princeton

The approximate extent of each land use district is depicted on Map 10, Future Land Use. In any
municipality, the purpose of the Land Use Plan and map is to identify appropriate locations to
accommodate anticipated growth and future development. The Proposed Land Use Plan is drawn
in “broad brush” and does not identify specific parcels. Only detailed site-specific analysis can
determine land suitable for development and at what densities. In addition, the comprehensive
plan has not assessed the individual landowner's desires to sell their land for development, to
develop it or to leave it undeveloped.

Growth Areas are intended to direct development to areas most suitable for such growth and are
therefore located close to municipal services to minimize the cost to the municipality for their
delivery and maintenance. According to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry (DACF), land areas designated for growth must be consistent with the following
provisions:

(1) The Future Land Use Plan must designate as growth area those lands into which the
community intends to direct a minimum of 75% of its dollars for municipal growth-
related capital investments made during the planning period.

(2) Built-out or developed areas that may not have capacity for further growth but require
maintenance, replacement, or additional capital investment to support existing or infill
development must also be designated as growth areas.
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(3) Growth areas must be limited to land areas that are physically suitable for development
or redevelopment. Growth areas may include incidental land areas that are physically
unsuitable for development or redevelopment, including critical natural resources,
however, the plan addresses how these areas will be protected to the greatest extent
practicable or, at a minimum, as prescribed by law.

(4) To the greatest extent practicable growth areas should be located adjacent to existing
densely-populated area.

(5) Growth areas, to the greatest extent practicable, must be limited to an amount of land
area and a configuration to encourage compact, efficient development patterns
(including mixed uses) and discourage development sprawl and strip development.

(6) Growth areas along arterials and mobility corridors must be configured to avoid strip
development and promote nodes or clusters of development.

The 1995 Future Land Use Plan shows Growth Areas concentrated along West Street, Mill
Street, and Route 1 from the Route 1 Bridge to the South Princeton Road, with another Growth
Area located around the intersection of the South Princeton Road with the Lake Road and the
Woodland Road. The Comprehensive Planning Committee and community survey respondents
have expressed a desire to retain the rural feeling of the community as well as to shift the focus
of development away from Princeton’s main entrance point along Route 1 south of the town
center. For this reason, in this new Plan the 1995 growth area is reduced along Route 1 and will
now begin just south of the Eastern Cutoff Road, at the junction of the New Airport Road with
Route 1.

Growth Areas proposed in Princeton today reflect existing conditions and portray the most
efficient and successful areas for commercial, residential, civic, and industrial development. The
growth areas are described below and illustrated on the Future Land Use Map at the end of this
section.

Industrial/Manufacturing: This district, located immediately nearby the airport complex, is
intended to encourage the location of industrial and manufacturing uses on those lands that are
best suited for them and avoid the blight, congestion, and inconvenience caused by inappropriate
and poorly located development of these types of facilities. Any future land use ordinance will
specify the types and sizes of uses allowed and incorporate controls on waste discharge, noise,
glare, fumes, smoke, dust, odors, or traffic generation to reduce the occurrence of nuisances or
unsafe or unhealthy conditions. Examples of industrial/manufacturing uses include: factories,
construction yards, warehousing, research and development, product processing, wood-fiber
products or chemical manufacturing, etc.

Any future land use ordinance will specify types and sizes of uses allowed and will be guided by
existing conditions, and will include provisions for coordinated access to ensure Route 1 retains
its function as an arterial, and other standards in keeping with existing development patterns.

Commercial: This district, located between Route 1 and the airport complex along Edgerly
Drive, supports limited commercial/retail activity primarily serving the daily needs of the people
of the Princeton. Institutional/Social/Infrastructure uses are also allowed in this district.
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Existing commercial/retail areas in the town center will continue to support mixed
residential/light commercial/retail growth but will focus on rehabilitation and reuse of existing
structures and previously developed sites. Small lot sizes (1-2 acres) exist and the same
minimum lot size pattern will be continued. Any future land use ordinance will specify the types
and sizes of uses allowed and will be guided by existing conditions. The ordinance will also
include coordinated access to ensure Route 1 retains its function as a north-south arterial
corridor, and other standards in keeping with the existing pattern.

Institutional/Social/Infrastructure: The purpose of this district is to support existing
concentrations of municipal services in areas where they currently exist. Future institutional,
social, and infrastructure uses are currently anticipated to be located within existing
institutional/social/infrastructure areas and within the town center. Institutional uses include
public and private schools, municipal buildings, nursing homes, religious activities and etc.

Any future land use ordinance will specify types and sizes of uses allowed and will be guided by
existing conditions. The ordinance will also include coordinated access to ensure Route 1 retains
its function as a north-south arterial, and other standards in keeping with the existing pattern.

High Density Residential: This residential growth area provides for higher density residential
development that is compatible with existing higher density and town center residential
development. This district is proposed adjacent to existing developed areas throughout
Princeton’s town center, from Main Street to the airport industrial complex, and for a limited
area along Mill Street, between Main Street and the Slipp Point Road. Limited public water is
available in some of this area, mainly closest to the town center. Any future public water
extensions would be concentrated within this district and the adjacent commercial districts.

High-density residential growth areas encourage infill and redevelopment of existing in-town
residential lots. Single and multi-family, rental or owner-occupied, and elderly housing is
encouraged. Lot sizes will vary from 0.25 to 1 acre, with road minimum/maximum road
frontages of 100-250 feet. Residential, home-based businesses will be encouraged. Any future
land use ordinance will specify the types and sizes of uses allowed and will be guided by existing
conditions. The ordinance will also include coordinated access to ensure Route 1 retains its
function as a north-south arterial, and other standards in keeping with the existing pattern.

Medium Density Residential: This residential growth area provides for medium-density
residential development that is compatible with existing low- and medium-density residential
development. Medium-density residential growth areas are proposed on either side of the town
center, along West Street beginning at the Airport Road, and on Mill Street from the Slipps Point
Road to the end, including Black Cat Point. Public water is not available in this area.

Medium-density residential growth areas encourage infill around existing residential lots. Single
and multi-family, rental or owner-occupied, and elderly housing is encouraged. Lot sizes will
vary from 1 to 2 acres, with minimum/maximum road frontages of 200-350 feet. Residential,
home-based businesses and agricultural uses will be encouraged. Any future land use ordinance
will specify the types and sizes of uses allowed and will be guided by existing conditions.
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RURAL AREAS - Defined and in Princeton

Rural Areas include those areas in Princeton where new development will be limited to support
Princeton’s important natural resources including its forested land, wetlands, shorelands, scenic
areas, and critical habitat. In these areas the Town will use regulatory and non-regulatory means
to place appropriate limits on incompatible development and uses.

According to the DACF, land areas designated as rural must be consistent with the following:

* To the greatest extent practicable, rural areas must include working farms, wood lots,
properties enrolled in current-use tax programs related to forestry, farming or open space,
areas of prime agricultural soils, critical natural resources, and important natural
resources.

* The Future Land Use Plan must identify proposed mechanisms, both regulatory and non-
regulatory, to ensure that the level and type of development in rural areas is compatible
with the defined rural character and does not encourage strip development along roads.

* Rural areas shall not include land areas where the community actively encourages new
residential, institutional, or commercial development.

* Rural areas must be compatible with designations in adjacent communities or provide
buffers or transitions to avoid land use conflicts with neighboring communities.

* To protect and preserve the rural character of Princeton while permitting low-density
development, rural areas are established outside of the existing and proposed
development areas and proposed growth areas. Rural areas are intended to safeguard
Princeton’s forest resource from development, to conserve natural resources and open
space land, and to encourage agriculture, forestry, and certain types of recreational uses.
The Rural Areas consists of those areas in Princeton where new residential and home
based business development will be regulated to limit its impact on Princeton’s important
natural resources including agricultural land, forested land, wetlands and scenic areas.

Rural areas proposed in Princeton consist of three districts: Rural Residential, Resource
Protection, and a Gateway Overlay. The land use districts proposed in the rural areas are
described below and shown on the Future Land Use Map at the end of this section.

Rural Residential: The purpose of this district is to maintain the rural character of Princeton to
protect agricultural and forestry uses, to provide open spaces, and to provide for single-family
residential dwellings with larger lot sizes. The recommended minimum lot size are from 2-5
acres. Road frontage recommendations are for a minimum of 250 feet (less in cluster designs) to
maintain the rural character. Any future land use ordinance will specify the sizes of residential
lots and density of residential uses allowed and will be guided by existing conditions.
Commercial agricultural and commercial forestry operations will be permitted, as well as limited
business use. Home based businesses and agricultural uses will be supported and encouraged in
this district.

Cluster development may be appropriate within this district. All subdivision development
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proposals within this district will be required to submit a cluster plan, as well as a conventional
plan for the Planning Board's consideration. Cluster Developments included in any land use
ordinance will encourage the preservation of rural land areas. Development regulations should
encourage residential development to occur on existing or newly constructed roads following
existing road patterns. Developers are responsible for proper road construction and maintenance.

Resource Protection: These areas consist of a composite of the present shoreland zones,
mapped significant wildlife habitat, and mapped areas of steep slopes over 15% (see Maps 3, 5,
and 6). This district includes areas in which development would be detrimental to Princeton’s
most critical natural resources — the Stream Shore Ecosystem on the St. Croix River and the
many miles of streams and brooks within Princeton, and the two Wildlife Habitat Focus Areas of
Statewide significance. The first is known as the Maine River Wetland Complex, and is part of
an enormous wetland complex encompassing numerous natural community types and forming a
4,200-acre peat land network — one of the largest wetland complexes in the Eastern Interior Eco-
Region of Maine. The second is the Sawtelle Heath, a 930-acre level bog ecosystem. There are
also two Rare and Exemplary Natural Communities within the Resource Protection district,
including a raised level bog ecosystem and an unpatterned fen ecosystem.

Much of the land within this district is already protected from development with public and
private conservation easements. Recommended lot sizes for developable land will be large
(greater than 5 acres), development will be severely limited in areas in excess of 20% slopes, and
timber management and land protection measures will be encouraged. Existing development in
these areas will continue, i.e. be “grandfathered”. The protection measures under consideration
include cooperation with local land trusts that have the means or tax advantage alternatives to
compensate landowners who choose to voluntarily restrict their property by conservation
easement or sell it for conservation purposes.

Princeton Gateway Overlay: Princeton’s entrance is currently a stretch of open, rural land that
provides views across open fields to the lake and forest beyond. These natural resource assets
and the feeling of undeveloped open space are what attract both residents and visitors to “The
Sportsman’s Paradise” community of Princeton. This overlay district is intended to help protect
Princeton’s “front dooryard” or “gateway” from overdevelopment or incompatible development
that degrades the initial perspective of Princeton as a beautiful, open, intact rural landscape. This
overlay district identifies an area of Princeton where the use of design guidelines or performance
standards for commercial development will be explored. Design guidelines and performance
standards help developers understand how to incorporate their commercial projects into the rural
environment of Princeton, thereby protecting and preserving Princeton’s “sportsman’s paradise”
brand and way of life. The underlying district will be Rural Residential.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF LAND USE
ORDINANCES AND BUILDING CODES

Land use planning refers to the overall plan for the physical layout, or land use, of communities
and is an essential component of a community’s long-term quality of life. It encompasses both
the built and natural environment by shaping where development occurs and identifying areas for
open space or preservation. The key components of land use planning include comprehensive
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planning, zoning regulations or Land Use Ordinances, and building codes. Princeton already
utilizes a Shoreland Zoning Ordinance based on state minimum requirements for development
around water bodies and wetlands.

Land use planning authority — including comprehensive planning, zoning, and adoption of
building codes — is delegated to local communities by state laws and vary slightly by state. In
general, municipalities (cities and towns) along with counties are given local land use planning
authority and undertake planning along their respective jurisdictional boundaries.

Land Use Ordinances are designed to promote, protect, and facilitate the public health and
safety, conserve natural resources, and encourage the orderly growth and development of the
community. Regulation of development in the community insures the best usage of available
areas and avoids the juxtaposition of incompatible elements. They minimize the problems of land
use conflicts and encourage clustering of similar development within various sectors of the
community according to highest and best use considerations of: topography, soil type, and
current usage. Land Use Ordinances provide information for judicious planning for infrastructure
extension and/or improvement, the delivery of municipal services, and preservation of the natural
beauty and character of the community. Land Use Ordinances are meant to implement the vision
of future land use in a community, as stated in the municipality's comprehensive plan.

The purposes of Land Use Ordinances are to regulate land use, prevent land-use conflict, and
allow growth to occur in a rational manner. More specifically, ordinances aim to:

+ Use land for its most suitable purpose.

» Protect or maintain property values.

» Promote public health and safety.

+ Protect the environment.

» Manage traffic.

+ Manage density.

» Encourage housing for a variety of lifestyles and economic levels.
» Manage aesthetics.

» Provide for more orderly development.

» Help attract business and industry.

Similarly, Building Codes are intended to protect the health, safety, and welfare of both current
and future property owners by insuring that structures are built to at least the minimal standards
necessary to maintain the long-term safety and value of that structure.

Adoption of building codes began in ancient times to protect cities from health and sanitation
problems, and the practice has been developing ever since. In the USA the main codes are the
International Commercial or Residential Code [ICC/IRC], electrical codes, plumbing, and
mechanical codes. Princeton already utilizes state minimum plumbing codes.

Respondents to the 2013 Community Survey predominantly favor the development of building
codes, land use ordinances, and incentives to guide development, insure safety, and encourage
maintenance of properties. Currently, support for the development of building codes is
approximately the same (74% in 2013) compared to opinions expressed in the 1995 Community
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Survey (75% in 1995) while support for land use ordinances has risen - 80% in 1995 and 84% in
2013 - (see section F, Community Survey Results.) Incentives/codes to encourage removal or
repair/reuse of abandoned and dilapidated structures, and general cleanup and maintenance of
yards and structures, are strongly supported.

In 2013, survey respondents strongly supported new commercial, retail, industrial, and
affordable housing development. Compared to 1995, support for both commercial and
residential growth has roughly doubled. Survey respondents would like development to be
focused at the town center, near the airport, and around existing development in general. Black
Cat Point and the Old Ball Field were also mentioned as areas where appropriate development
could be supported.

Specific development types supported by 2013 survey respondents (listed in detail in Appendix
A) include dining, retail, manufacturing, community gathering places, guide companies, artists, a
feed store, a greenhouse, a motel, and a sports shop. Recreational facilities for youth,
manufacturing, and employment boosters were mentioned as needs consistently throughout the
written survey responses.

Many respondents expressed the desire for small, environmentally friendly businesses that
provide a positive affect on the residential community, such as attracting new people to the area,
retaining quality of life, and preserving the small-town ambiance.

The various growth and rural districts proposed above are consistent with the community’s
preferences as expressed through the November 2012 Public Opinion Survey and at the June
2013 Public Visioning Session. Any future land use ordinance or building codes should
incorporate language that supports and encourages these preferences.

The Comprehensive Planning Committee is guided by the opinions expressed in the public
survey but is also aware that Princeton is a small rural town that does not uniformly embrace
restrictive regulations. Therefore, any future Land Use Ordinance or Building Code will be
cognizant of not infringing on the rights of landowners and will be kept to the minimum
necessary to achieve the goals of the comprehensive plan. Any future Land Use Ordinance or
Building code will be carefully developed so as to not impose burdensome requirements on the
everyday activities of residents, create costly enforcement issues for Town government, or
impose negatively upon existing land use practices.

Ordinances need specific standards and clear definitions. They must also meet the minimum
requirements of state law and be consistent with the recommendations of the comprehensive
plan. The comprehensive plan provides the legal basis for enacting the ordinances, and their
consistency with the plans, goals, and policies will be a major consideration in the event that the
ordinances are subject to a legal challenge. Therefore, any future land use ordinance or building
codes will create a user-friendly application and permitting process with clear and consistent
guidelines for obtaining approval. Any future land use ordinance must be developed through
a public hearing process and voted into effect by the community.

LAND USE ORDINANCE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
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The Town of Princeton will continue to investigate the idea of developing a Land Use Ordinance
and/or Building Code consistent with the needs of the community as identified within this Plan.
In order to protect and preserve natural resources, property values, public safety including fire
protection, health and welfare, provide for affordable housing and ensure the proper future
development of the community, the following performance standard topic areas should be
considered when developing any regulations or incentives.

Public Issue or Concern

Performance Standards to Consider

Access Requirements

In keeping with state access management regulations (17-229
Maine Administrative Rules Chapter 299, Part A and B, and as
subsequently amended), minimize the creation of strip
development within the community, and minimize the creation
of road hazards.

Agriculture

Minimize soil erosion to avoid sedimentation, non-point source
pollution, and phosphorus and nitrogen levels of water bodies.

Buffer Provisions

Minimize the negative impacts of inconsistent development
and protect water resources, wetlands, and wells

Conversion

Regulate the conversion of existing structures into multi-family
dwellings, to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of citizens.

Home Occupation

Home occupations may be established to minimize their
impact on existing neighborhoods.

Industrial Performance
Standards

Ensure appropriate industrial development within designated
areas of the community.

Manufactured housing

Ensure the safety, health and welfare of mobile home
occupants and mobile home owners regardless of the date
manufactured.

Mobile Home Park Regulate the placement and design of mobile home parks
within the designated growth areas in the town.
Off Street Loading Minimize traffic congestion associated with commercial

development.

Oil and Chemical Storage

Regulate the location and containment of combustible material
that can migrate to surface and ground waters.

Parking Requirements

Establish and regulate the number of parking spaces to be
provided for different types of development.

Pesticide Application

Protect the public from dangers associated with pesticides

Refuse Disposal

Regulate the disposal of solid and liquid wastes in relation to
resources that can transport them or be contaminated by them;
to protect public health.

Road Construction

In conjunction with the State Department of Transportation,
regarding road construction in new developments.
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Public Issue or Concern Performance Standards to Consider

Sedimentation and Erosion Minimize the volume of surface water runoff during and after
development.

Signs Regulate the placement of signs, sign size, and sign type.

Soils Ensure development is located on appropriate soils.

Storage Materials Encourage the orderly storage of material in residential areas to
promote and preserve the character of the neighborhoods.

Topsoil and Vegetation Prevent soil erosion and destruction of topsoil during

Removal construction.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Comprehensive planning demonstrates the importance of land use standards for Princeton.
Preserving and protecting the character of Princeton is vital to the continued stability of the local
economy and to the happiness and well being of the townspeople. Consistent with the provisions
of the Growth Management Legislation, Princeton’s Comprehensive Plan has attempted to
recognize the value of land use standards, to incorporate the desires of the community, and to
preserve and protect the integrity of Princeton. All of this is done so as to continue to make
Princeton a great place to live, work and vacation.

SUMMARY

Princeton is in a unique position of being located in proximity to the service and employment
centers of Calais and Baileyville, as well as being at the edge of an established wilderness
playground. Princeton has excellent public utilities, is home to one of the best elementary
schools in the region, and contains a newly constructed regional health center. As the
neighboring and regional communities of Baileyville, Calais and Eastport work actively toward
economic development, the regional economy may grow and populations could actually increase
in contrast to census projections. As noted above, Princeton is actually experiencing a growing
real estate market (2013/2014) and has gained at least 6 new families in recent months.

Princeton currently has no land use ordinances beyond required State minimums. The town
center, with its existing infrastructure, is a desirable location for new commercial development.
However, its small lots and dense existing development make it particularly vulnerable to
potentially incompatible development proposals.

The community has expressed a desire for local employment, an active retail center, and the
return of young families. To achieve this while also achieving the stated desire for continued
protection of natural resources and Princeton’s existing rural character, some guidance of the
types and intensities of land use is required. According to survey responses, support exists for
regulation of development activity, although there is concern that it not be excessive or
burdensome. This Future Land Use plan is intended to protect Princeton’s character and to direct
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residential and commercial activities to appropriate areas. It also seeks to ensure that residents

can continue to support themselves with a mixture of activities necessitated by seasonal and
diverse rural livelihoods.
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Map 9: Existing Land Use

Princeton Comprehensive Plan Update (2014)
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Map 10: Future Land Use

Princeton Comprehensive Plan Update (2014)
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Map 11: Growth Area Detail
Princeton Comprehensive Plan Update (2014)
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Section M

Plan Implementation

M. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION - POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

As required by Chapter 208, Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule, this chapter provides a
separate section that prioritizes how implementation strategies will be carried out and identifies
the responsible parties and anticipated timeline for each strategy in the plan.

HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Goal: Princeton will preserve the community’s historic and archeological resources for future generations to
enjoy and pass on to their children, through restoration and protection of structures and sites as well as
through education that instills a sense of pride in community heritage.
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
Protect and preserve known Promote awareness of historic structures Planning Board, | On-going
archaeological and historic sites and artifacts including the consideration of | Select Board,
and promote awareness of the listing on the National Register of Historic Historical
history of Princeton. Places. Society (when
formed)
Work in cooperation with the State of Select Board, On-going
Maine with any identified historical and Historical
archaeological resources within Princeton. Society (when
formed)
Form a Historical Society, either for Select Board, Short
Princeton alone or as a region; Cooperate Interested Term,
with Charlotte, Alexander, Crawford, Grand | citizens within two
Lake Stream, Indian Township, and years
Baileyville.
Design and erect informational signs Historical Long term,
describing historic highlights of the Town at | Society (when as funding
the beach/boat ramp area, on Town-owned formed), Select | allows
land next to the bridge, and at other Board,
appropriate and important public locations. Interested
Citizens
Work with the Princeton Elementary School | Historical Immediate
to incorporate more local history into school | Society (when
programs. formed), Select
Board,
Interested
Citizens School
Ensure that archeological and Professionally survey, document, and Select Board, Long-term,
historic sites are not destroyed. monitor potential areas and artifacts of Historical once
historical and archaeological significance, Society (when historical
especially along riverbanks and lakeshores. | formed) society is
formed and
as funding
allows
Provide information about the location and | Historical On-going
importance of important historic or Society (when
archeological sites, and encourage formed), Select
developers to protect these sites to the Board, Planning
greatest extent possible. Board
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HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Goal: Princeton will preserve the community’s historic and archeological resources for future generations to
enjoy and pass on to their children, through restoration and protection of structures and sites as well as
through education that instills a sense of pride in community heritage.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
Incorporate maps or information provided Planning Board, | Immediate
by the Maine Historic Preservation Select Board,

Commission into the land use review Historical

process, showing that significant historic Society (when

resources are being protected by proposed formed)

developments.

Educate the Town and citizens on the Historical Long term,

process and ramifications of documenting Society (when once

sites on State or National historic registers. formed) historical
society is
formed

POPULATION

Goal: Princeton will use complete and current information about their population when making

administrative and policy decisions for the town.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe

Actively monitor the size, Seek assistance in the collection and Town Clerk, On-going

characteristics and distribution maintenance of census data from the Select Board,

of its population. Washington County Council of WCCOG

Governments, the designated census
information center for Washington
County.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship.

Policy | Implementation Strategy | Responsibility | Timeframe
Water Quality and Water Resources
Protect and improve the Use land protection options (land trusts, Select Board, On-going
water quality of both purchase with Land for Maine’s Future Planning Board,
surface and ground funds, private easements, etc.) to conserve Soil and Water
waters, especially the land to protect lake and aquifer watersheds, | Conservation
aquifer providing the and create or expand wellhead protection District
Town’s drinking water. areas as necessary.
Continue to promote the use of Best Planning Board, On-going

Management Practices for Stormwater
Management and for Erosion and
Sedimentation Control through education of
the Planning Board, Code Enforcement
Officer, developers, and property owners.
Make information available at the Town
Office for developers during inquiry phases
of development.

Select Board, Road
Commissioner, Soil
and Water
Conservation
District, Town Clerk
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
Incorporate use of current Best Management | Planning Board,
Practices for Stormwater Management and Select Board, Road
for Erosion and Sedimentation Control in Commissioner, Soil
any future Subdivision/Zoning regulations. and Water
Conservation
District
Establish a Citizen Watershed Protection Select Board, Short term,
Group to assist with water quality interested citizens within 2 years
monitoring and other related projects.
Avoid problems Maintain floodplain maps and continue to Planning Board, On-going
associated with floodplain | participate in the Federal Flood Insurance Select Board
development and use Program.
along Shorelands.
Cooperate with Initiate dialogue and exchange of Planning Board, On-going
neighboring communities | information on watershed planning issues WCCOG, West
and regional/local with neighboring communities. Grand Lake, Indian
advocacy groups to Township
protect water resources.
Minimize pollution Encourage replacement of malfunctioning Code Enforcement On-going
discharge through the septic systems. Educate the public about the | Officer, Plumbing
upgrade of existing septic | importance of maintaining and replacing on- | Inspector
systems and wastewater site systems.
treatment facilities.
Research the technical and management Selectmen, Planning | Long Term
needs, and costs associated with clustered Board
septic treatment alternatives to retrofit
existing problem areas.
Make application, where eligible, to the Planning Board, On-going
Small Community Grant Program to Select Board
upgrade any failing septic systems.
Ensure that development | Require a soil evaluation test prior to the CEO, Plumbing On-going
is located on land that is issuance of a septic permit in accordance Inspector, Planning
capable of supporting on- | with state regulations demonstrating that Board
site water treatment and soils are adequate for the intended purpose,
septic systems. that projects are not located on wetlands, on
slopes of 20 percent or greater, or on
floodplains.
Promote more intense Encourage development in areas with CEO, Plumbing On-going
development in growth appropriate soils, slopes, and drainage Inspector, Planning
areas. conditions. Board, Select Board
Fish and Wildlife Habitat
Conserve critical natural Designate critical natural resources mapped as | Select Board, Immediate
resources in the Essential Habitat or Significant Habitat as Planning Board
community, including Critical Resource Areas in the Future Land
existing fish and Use Plan.
waterfowl/wading bird
habitats.
Include as part of the Planning Board review Select Board, Short-term,
process consideration of pertinent Beginning Planning Board within 1 year
With Habitat maps and information regarding
Critical Resources.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship.

Policy Implementation Strategy | Responsibility Timeframe
Require subdivision or non-residential Planning Board, Short-term,
property developers to identify any Critical Select Board, within 1 year
Resources on site and take appropriate CEO
measures to protect those resources.

Maintain state standards for construction and Select Board, Short-term
maintenance of local roads when development | CEO, Road (within 2
is proposed in or near the site of Essential or Commissioner years)
Significant Habitats or Critical Resources.

Protect the high and moderate fisheries Planning Board, Short-term
habitats in accordance with Shoreland Zoning | Select Board,

regulations around these habitats. CEO

Educate residents and Develop informational signs and brochures Select Board, On-going

visitors about important (maps) on critical habitat and public accesses, | Citizen Watershed

habitat and water quality | eg. Pocomoonshine Lake public access. Protection group

values. (when formed),

Dennys and East
Machias River
Watershed
Councils
Encourage landowners to protect and preserve | Select Board, On-going
wildlife habitat, and utilize public/private Planning Board,
conservation partnerships to preserve Citizen Watershed
undeveloped land around or near critical or Protection group
important natural resources. (when formed),
Make available to the public the most recent Planning Board, On-going
data on rare plants, animals, and natural Select Board,
communities and important wildlife habitats Citizen Watershed
provided by the Beginning with Habitat Protection group
program of the Department of Inland Fisheries | (when formed),
and Wildlife, included on maps in this
document.

Ensure that water quality | Initiate water quality-testing programs for the | DEP Volunteer Immediate

is sufficient to provide for | town’s lakes, rivers and streams. Give the Program, Indian

the protection and highest priority to those water bodies most Township, Soil

propagation of fish, and important for recreation and for fisheries and and Water

wildlife and provide for wildlife. Conservation

recreation in and on the District, Citizen

water. Watershed

Protection group
(when formed),
Adhere to recommended best practices for Select Board, On-going
stream crossings on streams with “high value” | Planning Board,
wild eastern brook trout populations and Road
associated habitats (see page D-15) Commissioner,
Maine DOT
Encourage citizen stewardship opportunities. Citizen Watershed | On-going

Educate landowners living in or near critical or
important natural resources about current use
tax programs and applicable local, state, or
federal regulations.

Protection group
(when formed),
Select Board
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship.

Policy

Forest and Farmland
Resources

Support long-term Support owners of productive farm and Assessor On-going
economically viable and forestland in their efforts to enroll in Current
environmentally Use programs, such as Tree Growth and
sustainable forest Farmland, Open Space.
management within
Princeton.
Encourage local or regional economic Select Board, On-going
development activities that support productive | Planning Board,
agriculture and forestry operations. Sunrise County
Economic
Council, Northern
Maine
Development
Council
Promote use of best management practices for | Select Board, On-going
timber harvesting and agricultural production; | Planning Board
provide information to the public.
Encourage the use of Support timber management and agricultural Select Board, On-going
prime farmland for activities on prime farmland and in rural areas | Planning Board
commercial agriculture or | of Princeton.
forestry.
Include in any future land use ordinance a Planning Board, As needed
requirement that commercial or subdivision Select Board

developments maintain areas with prime
agricultural soils as open space to the greatest
extent practicable.

ECONOMICS AND EMPLOYMENT

Goals:

=  Promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic well-being.

=  Provide the necessary education to insure the town has a skilled population ready to enter the work force.

= Enhance and support existing businesses in Princeton and promote new business that is compatible with
existing rural community values and patterns of development'.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsible Timeframe
Parties
Promote expansion and Provide information on sources of Town Clerk; On-going
diversification of the economic business assistance at the Municipal Washington
base of the community. Office, to include materials available County Council of
through the Department of Tourism, Governments;
Community and Economic Development, | Sunrise County
the Eastern Maine Development Economic

1 This goal and the implementation measures that follow from it under the heading of sustainable
development recognize the multiple business interests that sustain rural families over the course of a year
— from their homes, and from other locations. This recognition assumes that there is and will be a mixture
of uses in all districts of our community; an independent spirit among local residents and entrepreneurs;
and a general resistance to excessive regulation. It also recognizes that there are some basic “good
neighbor” standards that can be developed to address the desired mixture of uses.

PRINCETON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2014




Section M

Plan Implementation

ECONOMICS AND EMPLOYMENT

Goals:

=  Promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic well-being.

=  Provide the necessary education to insure the town has a skilled population ready to enter the work force.

=  Enhance and support existing businesses in Princeton and promote new business that is compatible with
existing rural community values and patterns of development'.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsible Timeframe
Parties
Corporation, the Sunrise County Council; Northern
Economic Council and others. Maine
Development
Council
Support expansion and establishment of Select Board, On-going
retail establishments. Planning Board
Support new industrial development in Select Board, On-going
the vicinity of the airport. Planning Board
Support nature based tourism as | Participate in regional economic Select Board On-going
an economic development development efforts that promote the
strategy for Princeton. natural assets in Princeton.
Support business endeavors in nature- Select Board On-going
based tourism
Provide support for roads, parks, | Obtain aid from higher levels of Select Board, As needed
public transportation or other government, County, State and Federal, Interested citizens
infrastructure and activities that | including such things as Community
materially aid the town’s Development Block Grants, USDA Rural
economy. Development and others identified in the
Capital Improvement Plan.
Work with regional economic Select Board Immediate
development groups to continue
expansion of high-speed internet access
throughout Princeton.
Support those who are eligible Provide current information about Town Clerk On-going
for state, regional, or local public | sources of public assistance,
assistance programs. unemployment assistance, job training,
and aid to the elderly and/or handicapped.
Ensure that the educational Encourage and support efforts to provide | Select Board Long-term

opportunities, both academic and
vocational, address the needs of
Princeton residents.

job training and continuing education.

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Goal: Princeton will plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to
accommodate current and anticipated growth and economic development.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
Local services will be efficiently | Address future funding needs for new and | Select Board, Biennially
maintained and will address replacement items through the Capital Airport Authority
community needs. Improvement Plan, to be reviewed/updated
biennially
If any future land use plan or development | Select Board, If applicable
permitting process is instituted, consider Planning Board

charging developers of new areas “impact
fees” to help recover the costs of services
which will be used by newcomers and
which have been paid for in the past by
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Plan Implementation

PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Goal: Princeton will plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to

accommodate current and anticipated growth and economic development.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
current residents.
Explore options for regional coordination Select Board, On-going
of needed local services, such as Public Works,
emergency management planning and an Road
animal shelter. Commissioner,
Public Utilities
Support improvement of the services and Select Board Immediate
activities for seniors, including better and On-going
transportation for shopping, medical
services, and social purposes.
Appropriate enough funds every year to Select Board On-going
properly maintain the transfer station and
recycling center.
Negotiate to reduce the long response time | Select Board On-going
by the Sheriff’s office and State Police.
Public facilities and services will | Explore feasibility of extending public Select Board, On-going
be provided in a manner that water supply to expand in-town Public Utilities
supports the desired growth and | development. Commission
development patterns as
identified by the Town’s
designated growth areas.
Locate new public facilities in designated Select Board, As applicable
growth areas where 75% or more of Planning Board
municipal growth-related capital is
invested in a project.
If a public water supply extension is Select Board, As applicable
anticipated, identify and protect suitable Public Utilities
water sources and coordinate installation Commission
with the Future Land Use Plan.
Continue steps to assure all Town facilities | Select Board, On-going
comply with Americans With Disabilities | CEO
Act and make information available to
help private businesses conform to the Act.
Encourage more participation in | Actively recruit new members to Select Board, On-going
town affairs. community and municipal boards. Work elementary
with families and schools to instill a school
culture of civic pride and understanding of
the importance of civic participation.
RECREATION
Goal: Princeton will maintain and improve access to recreational opportunities.
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
Promote and develop social, Support the Friends of Princeton with Select Board Immediate,
cultural, and recreational fundraising (including donations and Ongoing
activities in Princeton. grants) and events.
Maintain/upgrade existing Develop a prioritized list of recreation Select Board Short term
recreational facilities as needs. Explore ways of addressing the Within 2
necessary to meet current and recreation needs as outlined in this plan. years

future needs.
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Explore funding options for resurfacing Select Board Short term,

the Tennis Courts. within 1 year

Explore locations and funding options for | Select Board Short term,

a new playground near the town center. within 1 year
Encourage recreational Fund improvements on town owned land, Select Board; On-going and
opportunities and increase including landing facilities, as appropriate. | Airport as funding
public access to surface water. Committee allows
Encourage the preservation of Include provisions in any future land use Select Board, If applicable
public open space. ordinance requiring major new residential | Planning Board

developments to present recreational and

open space areas in their plans.

FISCAL CAPACITY

Goal: Plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to accommodate anticipated

growth and economic development.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
Finance existing and future Work with nearby communities to plan and | Select Board On-going
facilities and services in a cost finance shared capital investments as
effective manner. opportunities arise.
Explore grants to assist in the funding of Select Board On-going
capital investments within the community.
Direct a minimum of 75% of new municipal | Select Board, On-going
growth-related capital investments into Planning Board
designated growth areas in the Future Land
Use Plan.
Stay within LD 1 spending Develop a balanced and clearly prioritized Select Board On-going
limitations to the greatest extent capitol improvement plan.
possible.

HOUSING

Goal: Princeton will encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for Princeton residents.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
Encourage and promote affordable | Continue to encourage affordable housing Select Board, On-going
and workforce housing to support opportunities through a mixture of housing Planning
the community’s economic types within the residential areas, including Board
development. accessory apartments, mobile and
manufactured homes, multi-family dwellings,
and senior citizen housing.
Pursue programs and grants that can assist in | Select Board; | On-going
ensuring that at least 10% of new residential WCCOG;
development over the next decade meets the WHCA
definition of affordable housing.
Explore options for developing senior Select Board; | Immediate
housing—explore grants, public/private WCCOG;
partnerships, and developer incentives. WHCA
Establish incentives and pursue Establish a home improvement information Select Board; | On-going
programs and grants that can assist | service to provide authoritative advice and WCCOG;
in rehabilitation of existing, sub- guidance on “how-to-do-it” for residents. WHCA
standard housing stock.
Encourage and support regional Participate in programs, grants and projects Select Board; | On-going
development efforts that promote for the construction of subsidized housing WCCOG;
affordable, workforce, and senior within the town and the region to insure WHCA
housing. sufficient, affordable housing options for its

PRINCETON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2014



Section M

Plan Implementation

HOUSING

Goal: Princeton will encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for Princeton residents.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
elderly or low-income citizens, including
subsidized housing and energy-efficient
housing.
Ensure that any existing or future Any future land use regulations should Planning As needed
codes and ordinances encourage encourage increased density, decreased lot Board, Select
quality affordable housing and size, or provide incentives such as density Board
promote public health and safety. bonuses to encourage the development of
workforce and affordable housing in
residential growth areas.
Ensure that the CEO addresses reported Select Board; | On-going
violations of local ordinances and State laws | Code
and regulations that affect the health, or Enforcement
safety of individuals or the community. Officer

TRANSPORTATION

Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will

accommodate the desired growth and economic development.

Policy | Implementation Strategy | Responsibility | Timeframe
Management and Maintenance
Support efforts to ensure Continue to work annually with the Select Board, Road | Ongoing
adequate carrying capacity, Department of Transportation in the Commissioner
maintenance and upgrading of development of the State Transportation in
existing Arterial and Collection | the development of the Biennial
Roads through access Transportation Improvement Program, to
management provision of state ensure that adequate maintenance,
law. upgrading, and traffic flow occurs on
Town arterials and collectors. Refer
applicants to MDOT for necessary state
Entranceway Permits
Make specific recommendations for Select Board, Road | Ongoing
intersection improvements at the most Commissioner
hazardous intersections; coordinate
closely with the Department of
Transportation.
Promote public health, protect Include access management provisions Select Board, If applicable
natural and cultural resources, within any future Zoning and Subdivision | Planning Board

and enhance livability by
managing land use in ways that
maximize the efficiency of the
transportation system and
minimize increases in vehicle
miles traveled.

Ordinances aimed at maintaining the
traffic carrying capacity on Route 1 at
current speed limits, including:

=  sight distance provisions

= common entrances

=  enabling service road development
= gspaces between access points

= number of access points/curb points
= deceleration lanes

=  back lot access provisions
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TRANSPORTATION

Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will
accommodate the desired growth and economic development.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
Plan for optimum use, Continue development of a multi-year Select Board, On-going
construction, maintenance and road maintenance plan, based in part ona | Public Works
repair of roads and sidewalks recurring evaluation of roadways, culverts
that together create a safe and and sidewalks, which provides the basis
efficient transportation system. for future allocation of road maintenance
funds.
Continue to use training provided by the Select Board, On-going
MDOT Local Roads Center and Public Works
investigate adoption of the Road Surface
Management System software to prioritize
maintenance and construction of city
roadways.
Multi-modal Transportation
Meet the diverse transportation | Create an attractive pedestrian friendly Select Board, On-going
needs of residents (including atmosphere in the downtown by Department of
children, the elderly and maintaining pedestrian amenities (e.g., Transportation
disabled) and through travelers sidewalks and cross walks) in good
by providing a safe, efficient, condition, giving pedestrians the right-of-
and adequate transportation way at crosswalks, and by improving
network for all types of users. access and signage to parking areas.
Encourage businesses to maintain an
attractive appearance. Improve linkages
from Town to trails (bike racks, signage
etc.)
Explore grant opportunities to improve Select Board Short-term
trails and bike facilities. Promote
connection to the East Coast Greenway
and regional ATV/snowmobile trails.
Work with the Washington Hancock Town Staff On-going
County Community Action Agency to
assure Princeton residents are getting full
benefit of the public transportation
services offered.
Regional Coordination
Cooperate in the development of | Participate on any Regional Select Board/Town | Ongoing
regional transportation policy. Transportation Advisory Committee and Staff
contribute to development of regional
transportation policy.
Continue to participate in the development | Select Board; On-going
of regional transportation goals. Sunrise County
Economic Council;
Washington County
Council of
Governments
Participate in a continuing dialogue Select Board, Town | On-going

between communities along Routes 1, 9,
and 6 to advocate further improvements to
and address maintenance, planning
priorities, curb-cuts, and the impact of
adjoining development along arterials.

Staff
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TRANSPORTATION

Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will

accommodate the desired growth and economic development.

Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe
Support regional port/truck/rail Select Board, Town | On-going
connections between Eastport and Staff
Baileyville including a new bridge from
Eastport to the mainland and a non-coastal
interior route to Baileyville.

Support and monitor the State’s efforts to | Select Board Ongoing
restore freight service on the Calais
Branch between Eastport and Calais.

REGIONAL COORDINATION

Goal: Contribute to the regional connectivity and health of Washington County by cooperating on the

delivery of regional services and endeavoring to achieve economies of scale where feasible.

Public Facilities and Services

Cooperate on the delivery of Cooperate with neighboring communities Select Board On-going

regional services and endeavor to seek funding for upgrading or replacing

to achieve economies of scale inadequate well and septic systems.

where feasible.

Seek out cooperative means of reducing Select Board, On-going
regional administrative costs for the school | School Board

district and delivery of public services.

Stay current with local and regional Select Board, Fire | On-going
emergency disaster response and pandemic | Department,

disease training and planning through both | Health Center

existing regional mutual aid agreements

and the Washington County Emergency

Management Planning Agency.

Regional Development

Participate in regional Maintain active membership in the St. Select Board, On-going

organizations that provide Croix Economic Alliance and the directly, or

technical assistance and Washington County Council of through

information about business Governments and participation in the appointment of

support and regional economic Sunrise County Economic Council. others

development opportunities.

Coordinate the town’s land use Meet with neighboring communities to Select Board, Ongoing

strategies with other local and coordinate land use designations and Planning Board

regional land use planning regulatory and non-regulatory strategies

efforts.

Advocate for infrastructure Advocate for improvements to State Select Board Ongoing

improvements to enhance the highways, airports, seaports, rail corridors

economic competitiveness of and telecommunication facilities to

Princeton and Washington enhance the regional economy.

County.

Regional Transportation

Cooperate in the development of | Participate actively in regional Select Board, On-going

regional transportation policy. transportation meetings and policy Airport Authority
development
Advocate in regional and state meetings Select Board On-going
for any reconstruction of Route 1 in or
nearby to Princeton.
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REGIONAL COORDINATION

Goal: Contribute to the regional connectivity and health of Washington County by cooperating on the
delivery of regional services and endeavoring to achieve economies of scale where feasible.

Support use of any portion of the Calais Select Board On-going
Branch corridor for rail service, if and
when it is feasible, to relieve freight truck
traffic on regional roads.
Natural Resources
Protect shared critical habitats. Cooperate with neighboring towns in the Select Board, On-going
designation of critical resource areas Planning Board
where they cross municipal boundaries.
Ensure that water quality is Expand water quality-testing programs for | DEP On-going
sufficient to provide for the the town’s lakes, rivers and streams. Give | Volunteer
protection and propagation of the highest priority to those water bodies Program, Dennys
fish, and wildlife and provide for | most important for recreation and for and East Machias
recreation in and on the water. fisheries and wildlife. River Watershed
Councils
Continue dialogue and exchange of Planning Board, On-going
information on watershed planning issues | WCCOG,

with neighboring communities.

Dennys and East
Machias River
Watershed
Councils

LAND USE

Goal: Princeton will preserve and protect the character of the town that is vital to the continued stability of
the local economy; Princeton will continue to be a great place to live, work, recreate, and vacation.

Policy

| Implementation Strategy

| Responsibility

| Timeframe

Ordinances and Regulation

Support the locations, types,
scales, and intensities of land uses
that retain the rural and small-
town character of Princeton while
encouraging economic growth, as
stated in the vision of this Plan.

Using the descriptions provided in the
Future Land Use Plan narrative, explore the
development of local ordinances which

direction for future growth and change that
environment. Any Land Use Plan will:

and location of future development; and

b. Clearly define protective measures for
critical natural resources and, where
applicable, important natural resources; and
c. Clearly define procedures for obtaining
development permits.

retain individual rights while also providing
retains the rural, intact nature of Princeton’s

a. Clearly define the desired scale, intensity,

Select Board,

WCCOG

Planning Board,

Long-term,
Within 5
years

Explore different types of land use
regulation and processes to determine the
most appropriate methods of managing
growth in Princeton.

WCCOG

Planning Board,

Long-term,
Within 5
years

Track new development in the community
by type and location.

Tax Assessor;
Planning Board

On-going

Explore the establishment of a gateway

Princeton, as depicted in the Future Land

overlay zone from the southern boundary of

CEO/Planning
Officer, Select

Planning Board,

Short-term,
within 2
years
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LAND USE
Goal: Princeton will preserve and protect the character of the town that is vital to the continued stability of
the local economy; Princeton will continue to be a great place to live, work, recreate, and vacation.
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility | Timeframe
Use Map, that sets forth design guidelines or | Board
land use standards that retain Princeton’s
rural, “Sportsman’s Paradise” personality.
Establish and maintain fair and Provide the code enforcement officer with Select Board; Long term,
efficient permitting procedures. the tools, training, and support necessary to | CEO As
enforce existing codes and any future land necessary
use regulations, and ensure that the Code
Enforcement Officer is certified in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. §4451.
Any permitting procedures that may be Planning Board, | As
developed in the future shall set forth a clear | CEO/Planning necessary
and efficient process for obtaining land use Officer, Select
permits. Permit procedures should include Board
municipal staff or Planning Board review, as
appropriate, to insure fair and open
permitting procedures.
Prior to the development of any land use WCCOG Select | Short term,
ordinances or building permit procedures, Board; Planning | Within 2
provide outreach and education to the Board Years; and
community regarding land use ordinances, ongoing as
permitting, different types of zoning, the role necessary
of Planning Boards, building codes, etc.
Provide the necessary Direct a minimum of 75% of new municipal | Select Board, On-going
infrastructure to support growth in | growth-related capital investments into Planning Board
the existing town center of designated growth areas in the Future Land
Princeton. Use Plan.
Include in the Capital Investment Plan Select Board On-going
anticipated municipal infrastructure
investments necessary to support any
anticipated or desired growth.
Coordinate Princeton’s land use Work with nearby communities to Planning Board, | On-going
strategies with other local and coordinate land use designations and Select Board,
regional planning efforts to strategies related to neighboring or shared WCCOG,
protect critical rural and natural assets, such as water resources, wildlife Indian
resource areas. habitat, transportation, housing, and Township Tribal
recreation. Government;
Airport
Authority
Periodically (at least every 5 years) evaluate | Select Board, 2019, 2024
implementation of the plan. Planning Board
Allow and encourage existing Provide large rural areas for agricultural and | Select Board, On-going
resource based industries to thrive | forestry uses. Planning Board
in their current locations.
Educate residents about the Provide a list of all local and applicable state | Town Clerk; Immediate
requirements of local and state ordinances at the municipal office; include WCCOG
regulations. this information in land use outreach and
education programs, as mentioned above.
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