Hogweed Prevention
and Control

If you suspect you have Giant Hogweed
on your property, contact the Maine
Department of Agriculture staff who will
help you verify identity and schedule a
site visit if needed. The Department does
not have a control program, but we will
be glad to help with management sug-
gestions.

Here are some points to remember
when attempting to control giant hog-
weed:

e Seeds can persist for 5-10 years in

the soil and are dispersed by wind
and water.

e The plant has a tuberous perennial
root system.

e Control plants when less than five
Jeet tall as they are easier to
manage.

e Be adequately covered when
cutting these plants. Wear gloves,
Iong sleeves and long pants.

e Don’t share seedlings with your
neighbors!

These are the most effective control
methods for landowners:

e Remove the flower heads before
they go to seed.

e Hire a professional pesticide appli-
cator or apply appropriate her-
bicides following label directions
when plants are actively growing.

e Dig up single plants making cer-
tain to remove all the roots.

Most importantly:

e CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE
SITE AND REPEAT CONTROL
EFFORTS.

o BE PERSISTENT, THIS IS A LONG
TERM COMMITMENT!

Thanks to the
Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture
for allowing us to modify their
original brochure.
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Giant
Hogweed

Heracleum mantegazzianum

An attractive but
dangerous, noxious weed.
Have you seen this plant?







