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EXPLANATION OF UNITS

Map units are labeled and grouped here by age:

H = Holocene (postglacial deposits, formed mostly during the last 10,000 years)
Q = Quaternary (age may vary from late Pleistocene to Holocene)
P = Pleistocene (formed during most recent glacial episode, between about

25,000 and 10,000 years ago)

Artificial fill - Surficial sediments, rock fragments, and/or
artificial materials, transported and dumped to build up
highways, waterfronts, etc.

Stream alluvium - Sand, silt, gravel, and organic material
deposited onflood plains of modern streams.

Wetlands - Peat, muck, and/or fine-grained inorganic
sediments in poorly drained areas. Includes both freshwater
wetlands and coastal salt marshes.

Coastal beaches and sand dunes - Modern ocean beaches
are generally too narrow to distinguish at the scale of this
map and thus are grouped with adjacent dune deposits.

Stream terraces - Sand, gravel, and silt deposited on former
flood plains as streams cut down to their modern levels.

Glaciolacustrine deposits - Sediments deposited in
temporary ice-dammed or sediment-dammed glacial lakes.
Includes deltas and lacustrine fans consisting of sand and
gravel, and lake-bottom sand, silt, and clay. Named glacial
lakes are listed below.

Glacial Lake Mousam (southern part overlaps
divide between Little Ossipee and Mousam
Riverbasins)

Marine regressive deposits - Sand, gravel, and silt
deposited in (or graded to) shallow marine waters during
late-glacial regression of the sea. Includes large sand plains
that commonly overlie marine mud of the Presumpscot
Formation. Formed by a variety of fluvial and nearshore
processes.

Marine shoreline deposits - Beach and dune deposits
ranging from sand to gravel. Formed during the regressive
phase of late-glacial marine submergence.

Marine nearshore deposits - Sand, gravel, and silt
deposited by wave and current action in shoreline and
shallow nearshore environments. Formed mostly during the
regressive phase of late-glacial marine submergence.

Presumpscot Formation - Silt, clay, and sand deposited on
the seafloor.

Submarine fans - Sand and gravel deposited on the sea floor
at the glacier margin.

Glaciomarine deltas - Flat-topped sand and gravel deposits
graded to the contemporary late-glacial sea level and formed
at or near the glacier margin.
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Marine deposits, undifferentiated - Sand and gravel of
uncertain origin, but thought to have been deposited in the
sea.

Glacial stream deposits - Sand and gravel deposited by
glacial meltwater streams at or near the ice margin. Map unit
includesice-contact and outwash sediments, as well as minor
glaciolacustrine deposits.

Eskers - Ridges of sand and gravel deposited by meltwater
streams in subglacial tunnels. May also include some fan
deposits formed where tunnel streams ended in glacial lakes.

Hummocky moraine - Glacial till with hummocky
topography. Usually occurs in valley bottoms. Contains
many boulders, and lenses of sand, gravel, and silt are locally
abundant. Formed by melting and disintegration of debris-
richice in the marginal zone of the last glacial ice sheet.

End moraine complexes - Clusters of closely spaced end
moraines deposited at the receding (but still active) margin of
the last glacial ice sheet. Most individual moraines within
these clusters trend generally east-west, parallel to the ice
margin. Composed of till and/or sand and gravel, locally
including submarine fan deposits.

Till - Loose to very compact, poorly sorted, massive to
weakly stratified mixtures of sand, silt, and gravel-size rock
debris deposited directly from glacial ice. Locally contains
lenses of waterlaid sediments.

Bedrock outcrops
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