
Por cu pine Hill Quarry
Town:  Topsham, Sagadahoc County
Base map:  Bruns wick 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  10 feet

Por cu pine Hill Quarry

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Quarry is open for col lect ing, but writ ten
per mis sion must be ob tained from the owner:  Rob ert Wil liams,
P.O. Box 267, Topsham, Maine 04086.  The re quest for per mis -
sion should be ac com pa nied by a stamped self-ad dressed en ve -
lope, and a let ter spec i fy ing the date of your trip and re leas ing the 
owner from any re spon si bil ity for per sonal in jury or dam age re -
sult ing from your visit.  Col lect ing is lim ited to the quarry
dumps.  Be cause of park ing lim i ta tions and the small size of the
quarry, this site is not recommended for group trips.

Min er als ob served:  al bite, almandine (gar net), beryl, bi o -
tite, chryso beryl, colum bite, elbaite (tour ma line)(green),

fluorapatite, microcline, mus co vite, quartz (frosted crys tals),
schorl (tour ma line).

Com ments:  This quarry has pro duced some of the fin est
schorl (black tour ma line) crys tals in Maine.  They are very lus -
trous and well formed, but the crys tals are brit tle and dif fi cult to
col lect with out dam age.  Good crys tals of almandine gar net and
chryso beryl have also been found here.  Schorl and chryso beryl
from Por cu pine Hill are il lus trated in Fran cis (1985) and Ja cob -
son (1982), respectively.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From the over pass where Rte. 196
crosses In ter state Route 95 in Topsham, drive west 0.80 mile on
Rte. 196, and turn right onto Andrea St.  Drive 0.15 mile, con tin -
u ing past end of Andrea St., and park in small dirt lot un der
power line.  Note:  park ing is not al lowed on Andrea St. or else -
where on prop erty of the Topsham Mo bile Home Park!



Walk ing:  Fol low faint trail south east along power line.  Trail
shortly en ters woods on left, be com ing a broad dis tinct path.  At
about 350 paces from park ing lot, there is a trail in ter sec tion.

Con tinue straight ahead (par al lel to power line) for about 300
paces to an other in ter sec tion.  Take trail straight ahead (east) for
100 ft. to quarry.


