
Perry Ag ate Lo cal ity (Loring Cove Lo cal ity; Perry Beach)
Town:  Perry, Wash ing ton County
Base map:  Robbinston 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet

Type of de posit:  Min er al ized cav i ties in ba salt.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for col lect ing, but per mis sion must
be ob tained from Wal ter Loring (Loring’s Auto Body), whose
res i dence and shop are lo cated next to the col lect ing site.  Ad -
dress:  P.O. Box 328, Perry, Maine 04667 (207-853-4744).

Min er als ob served:  analcime, apoph yl lite(?), cal cite, cop -
per(?), datolite, mal a chite(?), nat rol ite, prehnite, pumpellyite,
quartz (ag ate, am e thyst, blood stone, chal ce dony, etc.), saponite,
stilbite.

Com ments:  The oc cur rence of ag ate, am e thyst, and other
min er als along this sec tion of the Maine coast was re ported by
Jack son (1837).  Spec i mens can be found on the gravel beach at
Loring Cove, or in the neigh bor ing sea cliffs.  The out crops on
the north side of the cove are ba saltic lava flows of the De vo nian

Perry For ma tion (Abbott, 1986).  Cav i ties lined with the min er -
als listed above are ex posed by ero sion of these amyg da loid al
bas alts.  Con sid er able search ing may be nec es sary to find ag ates
on the beach, since they are not as abun dant as for merly, and tend 
to be con cealed by a non de script brown ex te rior.  Most of the
min er als re ported from Loring Cove prob a bly can be found in
other nearby out crops and beaches, but per mis sion to collect
should be obtained from the owners.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From the jct. of U.S. Rte. 1 with the
Lewis Cove road in North Perry, drive south ap prox i mately 0.80
mile on Rte. 1.  Go left at fork in road, onto un named paved road
(Rte. 1 curves to right at this point).  Drive 0.75 mile south east to
next fork in road.  Turn left and con tinue 0.45 mile on road to
Loring Cove (cove will be seen on right at 0.40 mile).  Stop at
Loring’s Auto Body to ob tain per mis sion and di rec tions for
walk ing the short dis tance down to the cove.


