










 







I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Scope and Purpose 

Many coastal communities in Maine realize the need to 
improve public access to the shoreline for commercial as well as 
recreational purposes. This effort involves preserving and 
formalizing existing public accessways in addition to the 
creation of new opportunities. 

This guide is intended to assist local officials, such as 
planning board members and selectmen, in their efforts to 
preserve their citizens1 access to the shore.* The guide offers 
a practically-oriented analysis of the legal and policy issues 
which arise in planning for public access. The guide includes 
discussion of several approaches and specific techniques towns 
may use, singly or in combination, in creating a comprehensive, 
public access plan. The guide also lists resources local 
officials may consult for more detailed information on a 
particular issue or planning technique. 

This guide is divided into three major sections. The 
introduction discusses specific problems with public access, the 
general need and legal requirement for public access planning, 
and some advantages of such planning. Part I1 details specific 
components of a complete shoreline access plan. The third major 
section provides a detailed reference of specific market-based 
and regulatory techniques towns may find useful in implementing 
their plans and promoting public access. The appendix includes 
information about the statutory framework that supports access to 
coastal areas, and about legal doctrines for securing access 
rights. Examples of plans developed by other communities and 
other useful references, are listed in the bibliography. 

* This guide deals with public access in coastal areas. The 
planning process and many techniques described here may also be 
useful to improve access to Maine's lakes and rivers. However, 
differences in the public's legal rights in these various areas 
prevent this guide's analysis from being uniformly applicable. 




































































































