PETITION TO ADD PORTIONS OF
KossUTH TOWNSHIP TO THE EXPEDITED
PERMITTING AREA FOR WIND ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 10, APPENDIX F

Neil Kiely
Director, Development, New England
First Wind Energy LLC / Champlain Wind, LLC
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Petition Background
T ...

® The Maine Wind Energy Act provided LURC with ability to add lands to expedited wind
permitting area

® Through rulemaking, LURC adopted the description and map of the expedited permitting
area — Appendix F to Chapter 10, Land Use Districts and Standards.

®* On March 3, 2010, LURC also adopted Guidelines for Review of Petitions with additional
information about how to interpret the statutory criteria.

® In accordance with 35-A M.R.S.A. 3453, LURC may, by rule, add a specified place to the
expedited permitting area. LURC must determine that the proposed addition:

1. Involves a logical geographic extension of the currently
designated expedited permitting area;

2. Is important to meeting the state goals for wind energy
development; and

3. Would not compromise the principal values and goals of the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
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Project Context
m

®* Proposed Addition is part of
extended ridgeline being evaluated
for the Bowers Project.

* Bowers will include 25-27 turbines,
primarily in Carroll, with 7-8 turbines
in Kossuth. Project expected to be
57-62 MW.

®* Located eight miles south of Stetson
and five miles south of existing
transmission.

® Adjacent to Route 6 and has existing
road access.

* Elevations range from 750 to 1120
feet. Landscape is regenerating
Beech-Birch-Maple forest.

# [E Bowers MET Towers (4- 20 10)
| 4 Stetson | Turbines

' A/ Line 56 Transmission Line

L /A State Route 6

' #%* Preliminary Project

0 Preliminary Project Area in Carroll

[ Proposed Addition to Expedited Wind Area |

\
o

firstwinc

C




Representative Photographs of

Proposed Addition in Kossuth



Analysis of Criteria:
1. Geographic Extension

—_—

The Proposed Addition is a logical geographic extension L

= Sinle Route 6
O Proposed Adamon 1o Expedied vt Area
0] Presemsnary Mojact Acse w: Canron
Eleuaton Fast

of the currently designated expedited permitting area.

[ RECIRERY
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- . . L Biegtny
* Proposed Addition is part of low-elevation i
Ros
ridgeline in Carroll and Kossuth formed B
simultaneously by geologic forces = o
€ —
®* Land use — active forestry — is the same in
Carroll and Kossuth. Elevation Map of Bowers Project Area
Aerial Map of Bowers
Project Area
Proreaaﬂal Imagery was omned from James W. Sewall . (
et Company, pholo date November 18, 2009, Other imagery was 1 \-'\
L | cbtained from MEGIS online data catalog, photo date May 19, 2004
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Analysis of Criteria:
1. Geographic Extension

The Proposed Addition is a logical geographic
extension of the currently designated expedited
permitting area.

® Penobscot County Line and Route 6 were
convenient boundary lines

®* Adjacent to boundary in Carroll and
near boundary in Kossuth

®* Natural extension across political
boundary, unrelated to geography

®* Approximately 72 percent of both the
project area and MW capacity of the
Project would be located in Carroll
Plantation in the expedited area
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Analysis of Criteria:
2. Meets State Goals

. : L :
The Proposed Addition is Maine needs additional projects

important to meeting state goals fo meet gOCI'S for installed

for wir-':d ene.rgy development wind ca pdCil’Y.
established in 35-A 3404.

3000
1. Maine has achieved only 9-13 %500
percent of goals for wind energy. D000
2. There is a viable wind resource R
based on proximity to transmission
and landscape analysis of data from 1000 |
Stetson. |
500 |
3. Wind has little additional impact to o L o _ ,
public resources or infrastructure MW of Installed 2015 Goal for 2020 Goal for
. . s . . 1ci Installed i I | i
Whl'e pl'OVIdlng pUbIIC benefits. Capacity nstalled Capacity Installed Capacity
13% of Goal 9% of Goal
® Operating ® Permit Received Permit Pending
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Analysis of Criteria:
3. Principal Values and Goals

\

The Proposed Addition would nof compromise the @ Wind deve Iopmenf Gnd Working

principal values and the goals identified in the

comprehensive land use plan. fO reSTS are com pafib Ie uses.

Principal Values

®* Diverse recreational activities
First: Economic Value of the Jurisdiction ; . .
can continue in the region.

Second: Diverse and Abundant Recreational

Opportunities

“Wind power creates additional value for
landowners and helps preserve the forest
economy ...turbines are fully compatible with
most harvesting regimes and place no
additional demands on public services, unlike
most other forms of development.”

Keeping Maine’s Forests
A study of the Future of Maine’s Forests, October 2009




Analysis of Criteria:

3. Principal Values and Goals
“

The Proposed Addition would not compromise the
principal values and the goals identified in the
comprehensive land use plan.

Principal Values

Third:  Diverse, abundant and unique
high-value natural resources and features

Within the Proposed Addition, there are:

. No lakes, rivers, streams, or ponds
. No mapped LURC wetlands

° No Significant Wildlife habitats (significant
vernal pools, deer wintering areas, inland
wading bird and waterfowl habitat)
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Analysis of Criteria:
3. Principal Values and Goals

The Proposed Addition would not compromise the

principal values and the goals identified in the
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Analysis of Criteria:
3. Principal Values and Goals

\

The Proposed Addition would not compromise the specific goals
identified in the comprehensive land use plan.

V" Location of Development

Economic Development

Site Review

Infrastructure

Development Rate, Density and Type
Affordable Housing

Land Conservation

Agricultural Resources

Air and Climate Resources

Coastal Resources

Cultural, Archaeological, Historic Resources
Energy Resources

Forest Resources

Geologic Resources

Plant and Animal Habitat Resources
Recreational Resources

Scenic Resources

Water Resources

Wetland Resources

Compliance Goals

N N N U T U N O N N U U N U U N N

Cooperative Initiatives 11

Within 8 miles, there is only 1 type
of state or nationally-significant
scenic resource:

— Great Ponds with scenic status

Within 8 miles, there are:

— No national natural landmarks,
federally designated wilderness or
other comparable outstanding
natural and cultural features

— No properties listed in National
Register

— No national or state parks
— No segments of a scenic river

— No scenic viewpoints designated by
DOC

— No scenic turnouts constructed by
DOT

— No scenic viewpoints located in
coastal area
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Analysis of Criteria:

3. Principal Values and Goals
“

Specific Goals:

v Scenic Resources — State or
National

— Visual impact of turbines on
resources will be reviewed in
connection with subsequent
development application

— Landscape analysis indicates
when Kossuth is visible from
Great Ponds, Carroll will
already be visible

Great Ponds

Pleasant

Within 3-8 Miles of Proposed Addition

Bettle
Buck

Keg
Junior
Scraggle

Shaw

W.Musquash
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Analysis of Criteria:
3. Principal Values and Goals

TR - T 3 g g ¥ T PRS0 = v
é}} Viewpoints of Potential Local Signficance i i
e pe I o SD Proposed Addition to Expedited Wind Area o=
Specific Goals: = B e |

[E Bowers MET Towers

v Scenic Resources — Local

—  Within 8 miles, 10
viewpoints that may have
local significance

— Landscape analysis
indicates 7 viewpoints will
have views of Kossuth, all
of which will also have
views of Carroll

13

st
asaulh Twp
4

Viewpoints of Potential
Local Significance
Carroll Church

Route 6

Baskahegan Stream

Maine Public Reserved Land
(between Duck and Keg)

Almanac Mountain
(limited open areas)

Baskahegan Lake
E. Musquash Lake
Lowell Lake

Mill Privilege Lake

Springfield Fairgrounds

¥
Y (limited)
Y (limited)

Y (limited)

Y (limited)
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Analysis of Criteria:

3. Principal Values and Goals
m

¥\5eaiion of Davalopmert * Energy Resources

;;:n;:i.;fevelopmem “Wind power is increasingly
jgngﬂﬁ Rate, Density and Type recognized as the most significant
Vtand Consaroation renewable source of electricity

U e e o that is economically viable at the

v'Coastal Resources

v'Cultural, Archaeological, Historic Resources U'ﬁlity SCC’Ie”I (CLU P, ] 87)
v'Energy Resources

v'Forest Resources

v'Geologic Resources

v'Plant and Animal Habitat Resources

v'Recreational Resources ° Econom’C Developmenf

v'Scenic Resources

/Water Resources Washington County would be
v'"Wetland Resources

 Compllinee Gioels included in benefits package

v’ Cooperative Initiatives

5
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Analysis of Criteria:

Recently Requested Info
%

v’ Title Right and Interest
We are providing documentation

today for the record.

v Population density within vicinity
There are 6 structures within one
mile of the boundary of the

Proposed Addition
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Summary
h

This petition demonstrates that the Proposed Addition in
Kossuth meets the three criteria set forth in statute for
adding an area to the expedited permitting area:

1. ltis a logical geographic extension of the currently
designated expedited permitting areaq;

2. It is important to meeting the state goals for wind
energy development; and

3. It does not compromise the principal values and
goals of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
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