Maine SCBGP Mini Grant Q & A
Webinar February 17, 2025

Q. Can we include shipping and handling costs in the quote and requested funds?
A. Yes, as long as the total per unit cost per including shipping and handling is greater than $2,000 and equal to or less than $10,000, and the total cost of all expenses requested to be funded does not exceed $10,000. 

Q. If the piece of equipment itself is $10,000 and the cost of shipping and handling, or sales tax, would put it over the grant limit of $10,000, can we ask the grant to pay for only the equipment itself?
A. Yes. You may request grant funding for just the equipment without the additional costs of shipping, handling, delivery, and/or taxes. You do not have to request funding for shipping and handling or any additional cost beyond the cost of the minor equipment itself. 

Q. Will this likely be a highly competitive grant? 
A. It is unknown how many applications will be submitted. However, the Department only has $290,000 available to award. It is likely that between 30-50 total awards will be offered (based on a predicted average award range between $5,800 and $9,600).

Q. There are three priorities in the grant. Are they scaled in rank, or are they equal?
A. The funding priorities are not scaled in any ranking order. The rubric indicates that up to 5 total points is available for how an application aligns with ONE of the priority areas. Scoring will be based on the clarity of the description of how funding will help the applicant to achieve positive outcomes in ONE of the following priority areas: Local Food Consumption, Market Access, and Food Safety. 



Q. Is there any value or any place in the application to include testimonials or commitments from buyers? 
A. There are sections within the application where you can address this. Keep in mind there is a word count limit, and all answers should be clear and concise. Applicants are required to describe how funding will impact the applicant’s operational capacity and how the impact will be measured and must describe how the funding will likely benefit any additional parties (e.g., Maine farmers and producers, food processors, retailers, clients, consumers, program participants, commodity groups, stakeholders, etc.).  This should demonstrate a clear vision for whom the funds will benefit (other than the applicant) and how the impact will be measured. 

Q. Can we ask for the grant to cover half the shipping and handling and fully take advantage of the grant funds, or do we have to not ask for any of that shipping?
A. Yes. If you are going to do this, you will need to use the budget narrative/justification section of the application to indicate the amount you are requesting the grant cover and the amount the applicant will pay.

Q. If the equipment requires site prep, the grant can’t pay for it, do we need to address that? We know that there's site prep, and we will do that, but do the application reviewers need to know this information?
A. If the minor equipment requires site prep to make it operational, you should address this by acknowledging that you know what needs to be done and that the business has a plan and funds to execute it. Include this information in your budget narrative/justification section. 

Q. Could letters of support be included?
A. No. Letters of support are not permitted to be included in this simplified grant application process. Applicants may not submit additional supplemental files with their application beyond those specified in the RFA. Additional materials not requested will not be evaluated.


Q. Will accepting this grant make us ineligible for the following cycle?
A. This is uncertain, but possible. As of now, there are no future cycles anticipated for minor equipment specialty crop grant funding. If future funding opportunities do arise, this will be addressed in RFA eligibility criteria. 

Q. If we apply for two pieces of equipment, is it possible we would receive funding for one but not the other?
A. No, all applications that are awarded a grant will receive the full amount requested. 

Q. Do I understand the budget item on the grant application should be the total for the item, but the invoice/estimate should list the components? Ie. estimate says, mower-$2120, PTO shaft- $190 delivery-$100 but grant should simply say mower - $2410
Yes, this is correct.


Written Questions Received Via Email Through February 24, 2025

Q. If we get a price/quote on a piece of equipment, and it gets sold prior to our ability to purchase (time gap between application submission to award), what would the proper procedure be? 
A. Although, if awarded, funding will be limited to the price shown on the quote submitted at the time of application submission, grant recipients will not be required to purchase the item(s) from the same vendor. Once a contract is issued, the recipient may purchase the same equipment item(s) from any vendor that has the item(s) available.

Q. If I received funding for the Farmer Drought Relief Fund does this prevent me from applying for this grant funding?
A. No, the Farmer Drought Relief Fund is not listed in this grant RFA’s eligibility exclusion list. Receiving a Maine Farmer Drought Relief does not prevent an applicant from applying to or receiving an award from the Maine Specialty Crop Minor Equipment Grant fund. 
