State Sentencing and Corrections Practices Coordinating Council

Minutes June 15, 2010 meeting

1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Burton Cross Office Building, Room #105

State House Complex

Augusta

Present SSCPCC members:

Hartwell Dowling, Administrative Office of the Courts; Evert Fowle, District Attorney, Kennebec & Somerset Counties; Jason Jabar, Jabar, Batten & Ringer; Anne Jordan, Commissioner, Maine Department of Public Safety; Laura Rodas, Maine State Board of Corrections; Chair Malory Shaughnessy, Cumberland County Commissioner; Elizabeth Ward-Saxl, Executive Director, Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

Staff:  Kelene Barrows, Maine Department of Corrections



Handouts:

· Agenda for 6/18/2010 meeting
· Minutes of 5/18/2010 meeting


Welcome & Introductions:

Council members went around the room with introductions.



Approval of Minutes:

· May 18, 2010, minutes were accepted.


Chairs Report:

· Membership Update
Chair Shaughnessy noted the reappointment applications are in the works.  The Council needs to reach out and get representation from the Maine Municipal Association, Maine Sheriff’s Association, and the Judicial Branch.  
· Funding Request Update
Chair Shaughnessy noted some possibilities for funding through the Department of Corrections that has written in an enhanced contract again with the Muskie School of Public Service for research and Ms. Shaughnessy will be meeting with Commissioner Low on maybe getting little pieces to add to the contract.  The ultimate would be to have a research staff person.  It was mentioned that the Project Safe Neighborhood will be coming out with a small amount of potential funding in September that might be helpful with research.
· Sentencing Summit Planning meeting date set
The Council came to a consensus for a planning date for the Sentencing Summit for Monday, June 28, 2010, in the afternoon.  The Council discussed a listing of some potential stakeholders to be at the table:
· Sheriffs
· Charlie Leadbetter
· Minority groups

· Muskie School of Public Service = Carmen Dorsey and Mark Rubin
· Victim representation

· Pharmacy and Merchants Association

· Legislature = Senator Stan Gerzofsky, Representative Anne Haskell, Representative Steve Hanley, Representative Earle McCormick, Representative Peter Mills, and Senator Bill Diamond
· Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault

· Law Enforcement
· AAPC = Joe Perry, George Matthews, Bob Talbet, and Diane Kiel

Draft Legislative Language:

District Attorney Evert Fowle drafted up some suggested language for consideration regarding issues of bail:
1. That Bail Commissioners would have the authority to set bail on new criminal charges of Violation of conditions of release when:

a. The underlying charge was a non domestic violence misdemeanor charge and the new charge was a non-domestic violence misdemeanor charge, or constituted non-criminal conduct; (sometimes referred to as a technical violation)

2. That Bail Commissioners would have the ability to set bail on matters involving unpaid fines, unless the judge issuing the warrant specified that the offender was to be brought before the court.  The Bail Commissioner would also have the authority to order as a condition of release that the fines be paid at a certain rate, pending the offender’s appearance in court.

3. That when all alleged offender is admitted to bail with conditions which restrict his liberty, or impose certain requirements upon him, that his court appearance date shall be set within four weeks for Class D, E crimes and within 8 weeks for Class A, B, C crimes.  This provision would not apply with respect to conditions which bar the alleged offender from having contact with the victim or witnesses to a crime, or from having contact with children, in cases where an offense against a child is alleged.  This provision does not apply to conditions, in which the conduct sought to be prohibited is already against the law.

Outcome:

· It was noted there were concerns with time limit in number three.

· Mr. Fowle will discuss among his colleagues and refine a little bit further.


Other Legislative Initiatives:
· The Justice Coordinated Council
There was discussion among the Sentencing Council of concerns with giving the Jail Administrators the authority to appoint Justice Coordinated Council (JCC’s) members in each of the districts, which came out as a recommendation from the Corrections Alternative Advisory Committee (CAAC).  It was suggested that the Statute be sent around to Council members to get refreshed on for further discussion.
· A Juvenile Developed Program

There was discussion of a Sergeant Jonathan Shapiro’s program down in York County that was nationally recognized as working with juveniles with emotional, mental health crisis, and close to criminal activities, to not end up in the criminal system.   The Council asked that Sergeant Jonathan Shapiro with the Maine State Police come and speak to the Sentencing Council at their next meeting in August.


Pretrial/Bail Training update (deferred disposition uniformity)

Ms. Rodas noted the Pretrial, Diversion, and Reentry Focus Group has gone to the Corrections Working Group and the Board of Corrections with a number of recommendations for pretrial services throughout the state.  The Focus Group has been encouraged to slow the process down to give people time to learn more on the standards that are being proposed.  Ms. Rodas and the Pretrial Focus Group would like to meet with Maine Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (MACDL), prosecutors, and law enforcement to update those on the pretrial standards that are being proposed for their input.  It was noted the standards are very similar to the National standards.  

Ms. Rodas is also heading up the Maine Reentry Steering Committee and one of the tasks that were given to her was to go to the Board with a proposed plan on reentry in each area of the state.  She is working out the APIC Model and having subcommittees in each of the four correctional regions.  
Deferred Disposition:

It was discussed that the Chair and Laura Rodas will talk with Mr. Rubin from the Muskie School of Public Service on designing a proposal for  designing some research to compare a couple of jurisdictions, such as Cumberland and Kennebec Counties practices and outcomes.  It was noted there is a case management tool in Kennebec County that is capable and has deferred disposition built into it to track information. The Council would like to see uniformity, and research is needed for where it does work well.  It was also noted there may be some funding for research through the Byrne and JAG.  It was suggested to watch the Department of Public Safety’s website to submit a proposal. 
Outcome: 

· Laura Rodas will talk with Mr. Rubin from the Muskie School of Public Service and set up a meeting to discuss writing up a proposal.

· DA Fowle will participate with Tom Jewett, his Information Technology person.  


Justice Reinvestment Act – Support?

It was noted the topic will be discussed at the next meeting in August.  There were some concerns with endorsing the Act due to possible penalties that could be incurred if certain practices were not conducted by the state.  It was suggest to maybe endorse the Justice Reinvestment Act, but to share the concerns with the legislators. 

Outcome:

· This will be discussed at the next SSCPCC meeting.  

· Commissioner Jordan will send some information regarding her concerns to the Council.


Council of State Government’s Justice Center Initiative:

Ms. Giles was unable to attend the Sentencing Council meeting, but provided a handout on the Justice Center Initiative on the project, the strategy, and its funders.   She highlighted that it is a project providing intensive technical assistance.  Ms. Giles also had correspondence from her colleague in New Hampshire, Mr. Michaud.  Mr. Michaud noted it is a partnership between CSG and the Pew Center, which funded it.  He is not aware of a direct cost to the state.  There are indirect costs related to the work of DOC staff (research, and information technology).
Overview:

The way it works is they did not want a letter from the SSCPCC specifically.  What they would like is when they come into add a state onto the project of research and technical assistance piece, would be a letter from the Governor’s Office, the Chief Justice, Heads of Senate and House and they want to see a small amount of State commitment in funding.  
Outcome:

· Chair Shaughnessy discussed seeing about getting them to participate with Maine. She will discuss with some of the House and Senate Leadership.
· Commissioner Jordan will see about a letter supporting the initiative from the Governor’s Office.


Other items:

· Chair Shaughnessy has reached out to Chief Bob Swartz with the Maine Chiefs Association to get more of local law enforcement on the Sentencing Council. They are interested and will discuss who or how that might work.
· Justice Jabar will check with Mr. Pelletier on getting the Sentencing Council on the judge’s agenda during administrative week.

Parking Lot:

· How many programs in the State of Maine provide proper training on cognitive behavioral interventions?

· We need to ask how we should be coordinating with the Pretrial/Diversion Work group, maybe a shared subcommittee with the BOC??? – This is happening now with Laura Rodas and DA Evert as liaisons. 


Future Meeting:  

· Meetings will be the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, August 17, 2010, in the Burton Cross Office Building, in room #105 of the State House Complex, at 1:00 p.m.
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