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The Sentencing Council is currently working on several issues; Bail Reform, the uniform Pretrial initiative, Deferred Disposition and Alternative Sentencing options. We are also beginning to plan the next Sentencing Institute to be held in the late winter or early spring of next year. 

Bail Reform:

· This is an issue that has been discussed by the Council extensively over the past year. 

· We have reviewed the past recommendations from the Sentencing Subcommittee to the CAAC, and have found several items that have still not been addressed.

· We will continue to work with the Criminal Law Advisory Committee to develop legislation to bring forth in the next session in January 2011. 

· There needs to be more uniformity in how bail is set, more training of bail commissioners, and a review of how bail conditions are determined. 

Pretrial Initiative:

· Pretrial is being looked at with an intention of regionalizing the contracts to establish standards and expectations of pretrial services to create more consistency across the state and more administrative efficiency. 

· There is a Technical Assistant Grant (TA) through the Pretrial Justice Institute to bring the stakeholders of defense attorneys, district attorneys, judicial branch, law enforcement, and corrections to the table to talk about what is best practice, what are the standards, and are there the same kinds of service being delivered everywhere.

· The Board of Corrections and the Sentencing Council are both tasked with developing model evidence-based policies.  Pretrial Services is specifically identified in the BOC statute.  

· The Sentencing Council has more of the needed stakeholders at the table already and might be the right forum to be the steering committee for Ms. Rodas in this initiative.

Deferred Disposition:

· Deferred disposition used appropriately is a proven best practice and it should be used, not only more than is currently practiced, but uniformly based on proven risk assessments.  It should be one of the tools in the District Attorney’s tool belt. 

· We have had Mark Rubin from the Muskie School do some research and found data to indicate that this uniform usage based on true risk assessment is not currently the case across Maine. 

· The Sentencing Council will be continuing our work on this and looking at ways to provide training or technical assistance to assure that we have more uniformity in application.   
Alternative Sentencing options:
The Sentencing Council and the Board of Corrections were tasked by the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee to look at the issue of inmates that have been incarcerated long term.  There was a bill before the committee last session that had a large turnout of public interests pushing to have changes made.  It was then referred to the Sentencing Council and BOC to work together to reduce community confinement to determine if it could be revised to include more clients and also to explore other alternative programs for the those that have served long sentences and have been rehabilitated and to look at placement options for the elderly and very ill.

After much discussion, it was determined that there is no budget to hold a community meeting on this issue, that Several pieces of this have been addressed already, and we will also add this as a topic to the next Sentencing Summit. 

Changes already made:

· There was the change of the statute for medically and incapacitated inmates.  

· The Department of Corrections was able to put fifty more people out on early release to supervised community confinement and it redid the supervised community confinement process through rule making.

· The Sentencing Council did work with the Pretrial Workgroup to get legislation to improve the community confinement program. (Title 30A program)

· The Council will work with the DOC to further review the data of people who were sentenced more than twenty or twenty five years to define a set of consistent criteria:  male, female, multiple victims’ known and not known, and domestic violence.  It was suggested to go review them objectively and then read each sentencing judge’s decision.  This can be done by a student over the summer.  

· The Council reported these pieces back to the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee.

Sentencing Summit:

The Council has begun the discussion of a timeline, plan, and funding issues around a sentencing summit.  There have been two previous sentencing institutes and a one day sentencing summit to date.  The institutes have consisted of collaborations between the three branches of state government.  Usually the Chief Justice, the Criminal Justice Committee, and the Executive Branch put together a group of prosecutors and defense attorneys to plan the summit or institute.  This is a role that the Sentencing Council will be able to take on in collaboration with the Chief Justice. 

The next one will be held sometime between February and April of 2011.  
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