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DO YOU SUPPORT MAINE’S SPECIAL PLACES AND ITS WILDLIFE?

¢ MAINE =

SR

- STH

A NATURAL TREASURE
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When you put a Maine Loon License Plate on your vehicle, you’re showing your support for Maine’s special places and its
wildlife. Created by the Maine State Legislature in 1993, the loon plate directly benefits the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) and funds the management of endangered and nongame wildlife; the purchase of a loon
license plate also funds important projects and programs of the Bureau of Parks & Lands, under the Maine Department of
Conservation.

Loon plate funds play a crucial role in the success of MDIFW’s wildlife conservation programs for endangered, threatened,
rare, and nongame wildlife -- and the Department has achieved significant accomplishments: recovery and “delisting” of
the bald eagle, management for least terns and piping plovers, research on Canada lynx, statewide surveys of rare birds,
mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and invertebrates, and publication of books and posters about Maine’s wildlife, to name

a few. Loon plate funds play an important role in obtaining matching federal funds through the Endangered Species Act,
the State Wildlife Grant Program, and the Landowner Incentive Program.

If you already own a loon plate — thank you! If you don’t, please ask for one the next time you register your vehicle at your
town hall or motor vehicle office. For every $20 spent on a new loon plate $8.40 goes to BP&L; $5.60 goes to MDIFW;
and $6 to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Loon plate renewals are $15.00.

Throughout the pages of the 2009 Research & Management Report, you will read what the Department accomplished
this past year to conserve Maine’s wildlife. Much of the work to conserve endangered, threatened, rare, and nongame is
made possible by loon plate funds. [Follow the URLs below to track down more loon plate accomplishments.]

www.myloonplate.com

www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/endangered_species/nongame_fund.htm#loonplate

| believe we can all be proud of Maine’s state-of the-art, scientific wildlife management programs, which are formulated
with public participation.

In closing, | thank you for your interest, support, and participation in the conservation of Maine’s wildlife. The Wildlife
Division looks forward to working with you to meet the challenges of the coming years. Here’s to informative, and | trust,
enjoyable reading!
--G. Mark Stadler
Director, Wildlife Division

To request this attractive Loon Conservation Plate Bumper Sticker, please email your name, mailing address, and
the number of stickers you would like to receive to karen.estabrook@maine.gov. Stickers also are available at MDIFW
headquarters and regional offices.

These studies are financed in part through Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Funds under Q\Sﬂ&h/l(
Projects 81D, 82R, and 83C, and through the Endangered Species Conservation Act. é

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife receives Federal funds from the U.S. Department of the Inte- Ea
rior. Accordingly, all Department programs and activities must be operated free from discrimination in regard ¢

to race, color, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who believes that he or she has been discriminated &
against should write to The Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C.
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FUNDING MAINE’S WILDLIFE PROGRAMS

Funding for wildlife management comes from many different sources. Most of our work with game animals and
furbearers, many of the salaries, and most of the administrative costs of the Wildlife Division, are funded by hunting
license revenues, which are matched by federal Pittman-Robertson Funds (based on an 11% excise tax on sporting arms,
ammunition, and archery equipment, and a 10% excise tax on handguns).

Funding for other species comes from a variety of sources. In addition to State Wildlife Grants, a recent Federal program
based on Maine’s Wildlife Action Plan http://www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/groups_programs/comprehensive_strategy/index.htm,
a large portion of the funds also comes from the sale of hunting licenses and permits. Other sources of money include
“Section 6” funds from the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the recovery of threatened and endangered species, the Qil
Spill Conveyance Fund, contributions to the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Fund (“Chickadee Check-off”), and
purchases of Conservation License (Loon) Plates. Some of these funds are used as match to obtain federal funds.

Some people are unaware of the contribution hunters and trappers make toward the conservation of rare, threatened, and
endangered wildlife. Also, you may be surprised to know that many of the financial supporters of the endangered species
program are also sportsmen who are committed to the conservation of all Maine’s wildlife. Wildlife belongs to all of the
people of the state, and sportsmen’s dollars can’t be expected to do it all.

Stable funding to address wildlife programs is desperately needed. Contributions to the Chickadee Check-off,
Conservation Registration plates (Loon Plates), and the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund provide the core “State” funding
for Maine’s nongame and endangered species programs; however, the many conservation needs exceed the funds
contributed...and contributions are declining (Table 1). All money donated, whether through the Chickadee Check-off,
Conservation License (Loon) Plates, grants, or direct gifts, are deposited into the Maine Endangered and Nongame
Wildlife Fund - a special, interest-bearing account from which money can only be spent for the conservation of Maine’s
nongame wildlife, includes rare, threatened or endangered species.

Given our limited financial resources, Maine can be proud of the accomplishments made for nongame and endangered
wildlife in the last 20 years. We thank those of you who buy a Loon Plate, participate in the Chickadee Check-off, or
purchase a Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund lottery ticket. Your voluntary support and generosity deserves a special “thank
you.” We are all working hard to keep Maine a special place. Take pride in your accomplishments - and please, as_
you fill out your tax return next year or register your car, join with us again in conserving Maine’s wildlife diversity!

Table 1. A history of income derived from the “Chickadee Check-off,” Loon Plate, and Maine Outdoor Heritage
Fund to benefit nongame and endangered wildlife programs.

- Loon License Plate J&flame_o_ul.dpguﬁem%gej%md_
ota umber verage ercent o Incometo Numberof I[ncome to umber o

ed 1 c 1 AXPd NJ ~NEJ dllOf

1984  $115,794 25,322 $4.57 5.3%

1985  $129,122 29,200 $4.42 6.0%

1986  $112,319 26,904 $4.17 5.4%

1987  $114,353 26,554 $4.31 5.2%

1988 $103,682 24,972 $4.15 4.8%

1989 $93,803 20,322 $4.62 3.6%

1990 $88,078 18,332 $4.80 3.2%

1991 $92,632 19,247 $4.81 3.4%

1992 $95,533 18,423 $5.18 3.2%

1993 $82,842 15,943 $5.20 2.8%

1994 $84,676 10,863 $7.79 2.0% $335,042 59,829

1995 $81,775 10,014 $8.17 1.8% $457,307 81,662

1996 $90,939 11,024 $8.25 2.0% $535,679 95,657  $112,232 3
1997 $77,511 8,686 $8.92 1.5% $588,364 105,065 $133,971 5
1998 $48,189 4,065 $11.85 0.7% $617,484 110,265 $184,109 7
1999 $47,908 3,775 $12.69 0.7% $569,610 101,716  $121,436 5
2000 $44,496 3,297 $13.50 0.6% $499,486 89,194  $323,884 11
2001 $49,348 3,713 $13.29 0.6% $458,057 81,796  $148,408 5
2002 $50,412 3,661 $13.77 0.6% $446,342 79,704  $172,191 8
2003 $55,348 3,792 $14.60 0.6% $425,147 75,919  $184,129 5
2004 $43,158 3,234 $13.35 0.6% $402,695 69,615 $234,126 10
2005 $36,769 2,931 $12.54 0.5% $381,948 67,814 $154,656 7
2006 $36,865 2,924 $12.60 0.5% $367,791 65,677  $116,121 6
2007 $37,209 2,852 $13.04 0.5% $355,180 63,425 $141,526 6



Our most pressing need is a stable and adequate source of funding for all of our programs. The Association of
Fish & Wildlife Agencies evaluating the Department and the Wildlife Division recognized this need in a report. In 2001, the
Citizens’ Advisory Committee identified several possible sources of funding — here are a few of those ideas to consider:

* That the Constitution of Maine be amended to require that at least 1/8 of one percent of the State Sales Tax be
dedicated to fish and wildlife conservation programs to be distributed to the various state agencies that administer
those programs.

» That the share of state gas tax revenues distributed to state agencies for operation of boating, ATV and snowmobile
and related programs should be at least equal to the portion of the gas tax revenues generated by watercraft and
recreational vehicle gas sales.

* That every 4 years hunting and fishing license fees should be reviewed by the Legislature and adjusted as
appropriate to reflect the cost of providing hunting and fishing-related services.

» That the Maine Income Tax return be revised to restore the Chickadee Check-off to the main part of the tax form.

What do you think about these ideas? Your support to establish a stable funding source to continue the work of the
Wildlife Division is appreciated.
--Richard L. Dressler
Supervisor, Wildlife Resource Assessment Section
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WILDLIFE HABITAT PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION

HABITAT CONSERVATION AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

Landowner Incentive Program

Private landowners are integral to the conservation of our wildlife heritage and natural resources and are often committed
in principle to stewardship of endangered or threatened species, but the lack of financial and technical incentives has
limited the scale of long-term conservation.

The Landowner Incentive Program (LIP) is a competitive grant program to support collaborative efforts to partner with
private landowners to cultivate and fund conservation opportunities for critical habitats in the state. Since its inception

in 2004, Maine has received more than $3 million for longterm habitat protection of rare and endangered species.
Unfortunately, the program was short-lived (last year Congress eliminated the LIP program from the FY 2008 budget); yet
Maine continues to use its remaining LIP funds to bolster efforts to recover at-risk species occurring on private lands.

Habitat Protection in Species-at-Risk Focus Areas

Southern and coastal Maine has the highest level of plant and wildlife species diversity in the state including the highest
numbers of populations of rare plant and animal species. Unfortunately, this area is one of the most desirable for
development, and increasing development is leading to habitat fragmentation and loss. Within this area the State of
Maine has been working to identify at risk plant and animal populations and the habitats they need to remain viable.
The result of this effort is a mapped suite of species-at-risk focus areas. These areas include assemblages of the best
examples of rare species populations and high quality natural habitats in Maine. LIP funds are being used to acquire
conservation easements to preserve viable populations of rare plant and animal populations within species-at-risk focus
areas.

Significant time was spent this past year on 4 previously funded easement projects, three of which (Sheble Farm, Delano
tract, and Weary property) closed during this period.

Unity Wetlands — Sheble Farm. Town of Unity, Waldo County

This project protects 45.5 acres under conservation easement on a strategically located parcel in Unity, Waldo County.
The Sheble property is on the edge of a 10,194 block of undeveloped land that includes Fowler Bog, a 700-acre acidic

fen considered an exemplary natural community by the Maine Natural Areas Program. Across from the Sheble Farm is
Kanokolus Bog, a 300-acre raised level bog, a type that is rare in south-central Maine.

Greater Brave Boat Harbor and Gerrish Island - Delano Tract, Town of Kittery. York County

Located on the southernmost tip of Maine, this 378-acre property borders the Atlantic Ocean and protects the following
species and habitats: spotted turtles (State Threatened), scarlet oak and spotted wintergreen both listed as endangered,
and spicebush listed as a species of concern.

Lower Sheepscot River — Weary Tract, Town of Newcastle, Lincoln County

This project conserves 210 acres of forest land and approximately 6,856 feet of shoreline on the Sheepscot River in
Newcastle, which provides important habitat for spongy arrow-head, mudwort, horned pondweed, and pygmyweed

all listed as Species of Concern in Maine. Two Bald Eagle nests are located downstream on the river, and eagles

are commonly seen in the area. Additionally, the Sheepscot River is one of only eight rivers in Maine with remnant
populations of genetically distinct wild Atlantic salmon. Permanent protection from development and the requirement of a
conservation management plan will ensure the protection of this diverse area.

Upper Saco River — Russell Tract, Town of Fryeburg, Oxford County-

The Pleasant Pond Floodplain Forest Conservation Easement will prevent development of a 558-acre area of privately-
owned forest floodplain habitat while keeping the land in responsible forest management and allow recreational uses.
The floodplain portion of the property contains 90% of the state’s best sites for the globally rare Long’s bulrush. These
open fens are surrounded by a broad buffer of protective silver maple floodplain forest, itself a rare natural community in
the state. Additionally, four species of rare dragonflies are associated with the floodplain ecosystem on nearby sites, and
rapids clubtail has been recorded on the site.

Landowner interest and need for conservation funding for at-risk species remains strong, as evidenced by the number
of unfunded requests. The 2008 round of funding saw requests for funding exceeding $2.1 million and leveraging an
additional $4.7 million. The LIP Steering Committee allocated $817,990 to 8 additional focus area projects that will
conserve 2,571 acres of habitat for at-risk plants and animals.
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Bald Eagle Habitat Conservation
Funds were awarded to help cover the transaction costs of a conservation easement on a property supporting bald eagle
habitat. The project is expected to close in 2011.

St. George River and Associated Ponds - School House Farm, Warren, Knox County

Located on the western shore of the St. George River in Warren and with road frontage on Route 1, this 55-acre project
sits on a stretch of the St. George River that is a productive estuary, bordered by 300 acres of tidal salt marshes and mud
and sand flats. The river valley here is broad and the shoreline is remarkably undeveloped, despite its proximity to state
highway Route 1.

This property has significant resource values including bald eagle activity, waterfowl and wading bird habitat, and
farmland soils of statewide importance. These values are shared directly with the property to the north that is now under
conservation easement with the Georges River Land Trust. Together, under easement, these two properties, comprising
123 acres will effectively demonstrate private conservation and stewardship of significant wildlife and habitat values, while
continuing agricultural and related residential use.

Conserving Priority Shorebird Nesting, Feeding, and Roosting Areas
Funds were awarded to purchase a conservation easement protecting priority shorebird areas. This project is expected to
close in 2009.

Pleasant Bay Focus Area - Long Creek Point, Addison, Washington County

This project is designed to permanently protect Long Creek Point, a 60.6 acre parcel in Long Cove on the east side of
Pleasant Bay that includes 11.8 acres of forested upland, 49.5 acres of associated estuarine intertidal salt marsh and
mudflats, and 1,954 feet of fringing salt marsh and coastal mudflats that are identified by MDIFW as High Value Feeding
and Roosting Shorebird Habitat and High Value Tidal Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitat. Additionally, the expansive
intertidal wetlands that dominate Long Cove have been identified as one of the Top Twenty Shorebird Areas in the state.

MDIFW shorebird surveys have documented 11 species of shorebirds in the Western Bay — Machias Shorebird
Management Unit. Long Cove supports 18% of the Willets feeding in the unit and averages over 240 peeps feeding in the
area. The roost also supports 22.9% of the Semipalmated Plovers in the Western Bay - Machias Shorebird Unit.

For more information on Maine’s Landowner Incentive Program go to http://www.mainenaturalareas.org/docs/lip/.
--Sandy Ritchie
Habitat Conservation and Special Projects Wildlife Biologist
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Beginning with Habitat Adapting to Climate Change

For seven years now, the Beginning with Habitat (BwH) program has provided plant and animal habitat information to
land trusts and towns to assist with local conservation planning decisions. Since the completion of Maine’s State Wildlife
Action Plan (SWAP) in 2005, BwH has served as a primary means of SWAP outreach to local decision makers. Data has
been presented with ideas for tools that would result in local plans necessary to conserve a functional network of lands to
support Maine’s rich biodiversity and recreational opportunities 50 years from now and beyond. But what about the wild
card that is climate change? Does the BwH model address habitat needs under a scenario of increasing temperatures,
shifting precipitation patterns, and rising high tide lines?



The changing climate is predicted to bring significant changes to our physical environment over the next century even if
we all commit to significantly cutting green house gas emissions over the next few years. Green house gas contributions
since the industrial revolution have already resulted in changes to USDA Plant Hardiness Zones, arrival dates of migrating
birds, spring weather patterns, and higher high tide lines. One future effect of climate change that most everyone can
agree on is that such changes will persist for many decades. Planning proactively now to ensure greater habitat resilience
in the future has never been more important.

The BwH coalition has been working diligently on a number of fronts to improve the utility of the BwH program in
addressing local climate change adaptation planning. These efforts are being lead by the BwH Steering Committee’s
involvement with a climate change adaptation amendment to Maine’s State Wildlife Action Plan that will more clearly
identify priorities for local consideration when developing habitat climate change adaptation plans at the municipal or
land trust level. This process is addressing the following issues concurrently in order to develop robust guidance for
conservation partners throughout the state.

Step 1: Identify What is at Risk

MDIFW species specialists are currently working with the Maine Natural Areas Program, USFWS Gulf of Maine Project,
The Maine Nature Conservancy, and Manomet Center for Conservation Science in developing a species vulnerability
assessment that will identify SWAP Species of Greatest Conservation Need, state listed rare plants, and SWAP habitat
types most vulnerable to expected changes in temperature, precipitation, sea level rise, and non-native species presence
brought about as a result of climate change. Once complete, this assessment will inform SWAP priorities including focus
area designations and BwH outreach efforts at the local level.

Step 2: Map Terrestrial Habitat Connectivity

We do not know what exactly Maine forests or other natural communities will look like in the future as species shift their
ranges in response to changing temperatures and precipitation patterns. One thing we can control is how permeable our
built landscape will be. By planning for undeveloped “green belts”, or habitat corridors that connect core habitat blocks,
we can better support gradual species range shifts through and around developed areas. BwH Steering Committee
partners: The Nature Conservancy and Maine Audubon have taken the lead in modeling habitat connections at the
statewide, regional and local levels. With species-specific input from MDIFW biologists, the results of this effort will be
instrumental in planning now for a landscape that will be functional long into the future.

Step 3: Maintain Aquatic Habitat Connectivity

It is more critical now than ever that we take a close look at how infrastructure is sized to handle storm flows. How are
culverts and similar road crossing structures sized and installed? Do they adequately protect Maine’s economically
important fisheries? Forecasts for climate change altered precipitation patterns are expected to include lower stream
flows in summer months and increased storm flows in winter and spring. The fragmentation of stream and other wetland
connectivity as a result of road crossing structures that limit species upstream passage is a major contributing factor to the
declining status of many of Maine’s aquatic Species of Greatest Conservation Need. Ultilizing proper designs to handle
future events will not only provide habitat benefits, but will offset future replacement costs. While MDIFW fisheries staff
continues to identify priority aquatic habitats and potential for stream connectivity restoration, BwH partners at the Maine
Department of Transportation are working on a “how to guide” for local road commissioners to better size and install water
crossing structures.

Step 4: Protect Undeveloped Low-lying Coastal Areas

Saltmarshes, dunes, tidal flats, and other coastal floodplain habitat types will need space to migrate inland as sea level
rises. These habitats support many of Maine’s Species of Greatest Conservation Need, and also provide coastal towns
with protection from storm surge and related flooding. Strategic planning to protect remaining, undeveloped low elevation
uplands adjacent to coastal wetlands is likely our best bet for allowing these habitat types to migrate inland with the
shifting high tide line. Currently, the Maine Natural Areas Program is working to identify opportunities for conservation

of lands that could potentially support future coastal marshes. This information will be used by BwH to assist coastal
communities in future open space prioritization efforts.

Step 5: Retain Examples of Habitat Diversity

As a result of incremental changes in land use, rare natural community types and habitat conditions for already rare plant

and animal species have become increasingly sparse on the landscape. The potential for these species and communities

to respond to the changing climate is gradually lost. Many uncertainties remain in our ability to predict how species will

adapt to climate change, but making choices now that at least provide for today’s diversity on the landscape will better the

chances for rare, threatened and endangered plant and animal species to adapt to increasing challenges in the future.

--Steve Walker

Beginning with Habitat Program Coordinator




WiLpLirFe HaBiTaAT GROUP

The Wildlife Habitat Group creates, maintains, and distributes spatial (mapped) information about wildlife and their
habitats. This data is used by MDIFW staff and by other agencies and organizations for conducting environmental
reviews, research, and landscape planning. Although our Group is located within the Wildlife Resource Assessment
Section, we work with staff throughout the agency. The Habitat Group consists of:

Donald Katnik, Habitat Group Leader, GIS Specialist, and Wildlife Biologist - Supervises Group activities and
coordinates habitat-related projects with other Division and Department staff and other State and Federal agencies.

MaryEllen Wickett, Wildlife Biologist and Programmer/Analyst - Develops computer applications to facilitate access
to habitat data by IF&W staff and other users. Provides technical support and habitat data analyses for landscape
planning efforts and development of species habitat models.

Amy Meehan, Wildlife Biologist and GIS Specialist - Collects wildlife habitat data from Regional Wildlife Biologists
and others. Creates and maintains computer databases. Conducts field inventories of wildlife habitat and provides
GIS support for a variety of projects.

Jordan Bailey, Oil Spill Biologist - Coordinates oil spill response planning efforts for the Division, including sensitive
area identification and wildlife rehabilitation plan design and implementation.

Tara King, Wildlife Biologist and GIS Specialist - Develops, maintains, and analyzes databases of wildlife
observations and habitat. Provides assistance to other Division biologists to assess species habitats on a statewide
basis.

Jason Czapiga, Cartographer - Supports Beginning with Habitat program by generating maps, creating and maintaining
GIS data, and assembling packages of habitat information.

WiLbLIFE HABITAT PROGRAMS

Wetland Revisions for NRPA and Shoreland Zoning

The Habitat Group completed an update of wetland data used for shoreland zoning and natural resource protection by the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection for all organized towns in Maine. MDIFW maintains a GIS database of
“Inland Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitats” (IWWH), which are protected under Maine’s Natural Resources Protection
Act (www.maine.gov/dep/blwg/docstand/nrpapage.htm). Wetlands were mapped from high-resolution aerial imagery from
both spring and fall seasons, then rated by wetland type, habitat diversity, acreage, habitat interspersion, and percent of
open water. IWWHs with at least 10 acres of vegetated, non-forested wetlands qualified for resource protection under
Shoreland Zoning (www.maine.gov/dep/blwg/docstand/szpage.htm). The mapped boundaries and ratings of IWWHSs
regulated under NRPA can be modified based on a field visit by an MDIFW biologist. Shoreland zoning boundaries,
however—which must be incorporated into each town’s zoning plan, cannot be changed once the maps have been made.

Development Mapping Update

The Beginning with Habitat program (http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org) received a $250,000 grant from EPA in May
2007 to map development in organized towns. The project is creating a “before” picture (2004) and a “current” picture
(2007). Habitat Group is working with a contractor (The Sanborn Mapping Co.) to create the development data (roads,
buildings, and parking lots) from color aerial imagery. Data creation will continue through 2009. In spring 2010, the new
data will be incorporated into the Beginning with Habitat map products.

Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species

Each year MDIFW species specialists collect observations of Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern (ETSC)
species. These locations previously were mapped just as points (the actual spot where the species was observed

or the approximate center of the habitat patch). These point locations were then provided to NatureServe’s Natural
Heritage Program. However, Species Assessment and Management Plans and legislative mandates such as reviewing
environmental permit applications would benefit greatly from having the actual habitat boundaries mapped for each
ETSC observation. This year the Habitat Group worked with MDIFW species specialists to build a database parallel to
NatureServe’s Biotics. The new ETSC database allows multiple polygons representing the primary habitat, secondary
habitat, and environmental review area to be recorded for each observation. Habitat Group staff are working species-by-
species to map these polygons for existing observations. The ETSC database was designed to be compatible with Biotics
so data collected in the future can continue to support the Natural Heritage Program.
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Protecting Wildlife From Oil Spills

Petroleum Products and Wildlife Response in Maine

Most residents of Maine do not realize the volume of petroleum products moving within the state on a daily basis. The
Port of Portland alone has handled up to 8 million gallons of petroleum products in one year! In the event of an oil spill,
MDIFW wants to be prepared to act quickly and efficiently to minimize the damage to wildlife. MDIFW’s roles in spill
response include recovering and rehabilitating oiled wildlife, preventing un-oiled wildlife from becoming oiled, assessing
damage to natural resources, and working with the responsible party to either restore the damaged natural resources
or to mitigate for the loss. In the event of a spill that damages natural resources, we work closely with the other state
natural resource trustee agencies (Maine’s Department of Environmental Protection, Department of Conservation, and
Department of Marine Resources), as well as federal natural resource trustee agencies (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and
National Oceanographic & Atmospheric Administration) to mitigate these damages.

Spill of National Significance 2010

During the week of March 22, 2010, a Spill of National Significance drill will be launched in southern Maine. This drill will
simulate a catastrophic oil spill off the coast of Maine, similar in scope to Alaska’s Exxon Valdez spill of 1989. This drill
is a test of federal and state oil spill response capabilities and will cover the entire range of oil spill issues encountered
during a real event from wildlife response to public relations, just to name a few. MDIFW has been participating in the
design process for this drill and is looking forward to showcasing our wildlife response capabilities during this drill.

Oiled Wildlife Volunteer Network- VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

In April 2009, our Oil Spill Program hosted two volunteer days to train those interested in learning about oiled wildlife
response and rehabilitation. In the future, we hope to offer at least one training a year for new volunteers or current
volunteers wanting a refresher. Volunteers are a critical component of an oil spill involving wildlife. People will be
needed for tasks ranging from washing oiled wildlife to answering phones and doing laundry. MDIFW annually updates
our volunteer list and notifies these active volunteers of upcoming trainings. If you are interested in being added to our
mailing list, please contact our Oil Spill Wildlife Biologist at:

Jordan Bailey

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
650 State Street

Bangor, ME 04401

Jordan.Bailey@maine.gov

207-941-4448

Note: MDIFW'’s Oil Spill program is funded by the Inland and Coastal Surface Oil Spill Clean Up Fund, which is a
dedicated fund maintained by a per-barrel fee assessed on all petroleum products entering the state. This fund is
administered by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection.

--Donald Katnik

—_ —
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SECTION

The regional wildlife management staff of biologists is best described as the Wildlife Division’s wildlife generalists

or the “jack of all trades”. The seventeen wildlife biologists who staff the Department’s seven regional field offices
constitute the majority of the Regional Wildlife Management Section (WMS). Their breadth of knowledge, activities,
and job responsibilities range far and wide - often requiring the regional staff to juggle numerous public requests,
inquiries, and wildlife management projects at the same time. In essence, the regional wildlife biologist represents
the Department in a multitude of public participation arenas and serves as the “state’s wildlife expert” within their
assigned regional geographic area. They are responsible for implementing the Wildlife Division’s management
program within those regions.

After reading the WMS overview, you'll probably agree that wildlife management work covers a wide spectrum of
possibilities. During a typical day’s work, regional biologists might relocate a “lovesick” moose from a dairy farm
before 10:00 am, review development proposals until noon, and work on wildlife management area plans for the
remainder of the day (between coordinating nuisance beaver work and returning phone messages). Clearly, many of
our activities could be lumped into the “response” category; that is, our services are requested and we respond. Of
course, we also have a full schedule of planned work that needs to be accomplished during each season. So, having
the proverbial 10 pounds of potatoes to fit into a 5-pound sack, we enthusiastically take advantage of opportunities to
work more efficiently and proactively.
--John Pratte
Wildlife Management Section Supervisor

REGIONAL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

MANAGEMENT AcTIVITIES — AN OVERVIEW

Wildlife Management Areas

MDIFW has agreements or owns over 120,000 acres and over 300 coastal islands managed primarily for wildlife and are
designated as Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs). These areas ensure publically accessible places for hunting, fishing,
trapping and wildlife viewing opportunities along with protecting important habitats and sensitive wildlife species.

Over the past year, there has been significant activity in habitat management activities on the State’s Wildlife
Management Areas (WMA’s). Working together, the Lands Management Program and Regional Wildlife Biologists
maintain existing developments and structures on the wildlife management areas, such as roads, trails, bridges, buildings,
signs, boundary lines, fences, and gates. The Division’s dams, dikes, and levees also require periodic maintenance if
they are to continue to provide high quality wetland habitats for a variety of wildlife.

Maintenance

Management of WMA'’s begins with maintaining and improving access points and boundary lines to minimize conflicts
between users and abutting ownerships. Twenty-two miles of boundary lines on WMA’s were maintained through
signage, blazing, painting and clearing brush from the lines with another 24 miles identified for work during the current
season. Access to the WMA'’s were maintained or improved, working with contractors and using in-house equipment
to maintain approximately 48 miles of roads and trails. Additionally, 5 miles of roadway were constructed or re-built for
increased public access and management opportunities.

Fields/Early Successional

Staff maintain fields on the WMAs to set back succession and maintain habitat diversity; plant grasses and clover for
wildlife food and cover; release and prune wild apple trees. Generally, maintenance (mowing) of fields on WMA'’s is
conducted on a biannual basis, and timed to occur after grassland bird nesting species have had a chance to fledge

— usually mowing starts after mid-august. This past year, a total of 520 acres of fields were maintained via mowing by
department staff and equipment through contracts developed with local providers and with volunteers. In addition to
mowing, 13 acres of fields and openings were planted or otherwise improved through fertilizer and soil amendments

to enhance and maintain productivity and attractiveness to wildlife. Nine acres of reverting fields are in the process of
being reclaimed — efforts made in conjunction with the National Wild Turkey Federation and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive
Program.
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Open Water Wetlands

Another habitat type that is a key management consideration for MDIFW is open water wetlands. These systems are
extremely productive from a wildlife standpoint, and makes up a substantial portion of the WMA's acreage. Water control
structures are maintained by regional staff to maintain the ideal water level for maximum interspersion of open water,
shrub, and emergent vegetation. In all, 8,300 acres are managed for this habitat provision on numerous flowages. Many
of these areas are ideal waterfowl nesting sites and have many of the several hundred waterfowl nesting structures (“duck
boxes”) maintained by regional biologists each year.

Timber Harvesting

Timber harvesting operations for wildlife management objectives were accomplished on 550 acres. These activities
focused on diversity enhancement cuttings through single tree and small group selections, as well as some more intensive
early successional management to benefit species such as grouse, woodcock, hare, deer, bear and moose. Additional
goals were to increase hard mast production as a food source and provide browse opportunities through regeneration and
stump sprouts. This is most easily accomplished through the removal of poorly formed and less healthy individuals within
the stand — the result is a healthier stand more capable of withstanding wind, disease and insect problems, as well as
being able to provide better quality wildlife food and shelter for longer periods of time.

Acquisition

Acquisition opportunities were sought to enhance and protect the wildlife resources of the state where available and
appropriate. Several grant and other funding sources were used to acquire over 850 acres throughout the state. A
great example of this is the recently acquired Gervais property adjacent to our Scarborough Marsh WMA. The 46 acre
parcel provides habitat for grassland bird nesting species, New England Cottontail, waterfowl, and numerous other
species meeting the criteria of a high conservation priority under the State Wildlife Action Plan. The area is part of
one of the original Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance identified in Maine’s Wildlife Action Plan. As with
most acquisitions, this parcel was accomplished through a partnership of numerous organizations and grants awarded
to MDIFW. Due to limited funding resources relative to the amount of quality habitat, the ability to work constructively
towards conservation goals with other like minded organizations into the future will ensure the most successful attempts to
complete the mandate of MDIFW to preserve, protect, and enhance the wildlife resources of the State of Maine.

Through the combination of these activities, the Wildlife Management Section has been managing the WMAs to maximize
the resources available to wildlife found on the areas - whether that be grassland, forest, or wetland. This allows for
the protection and enhancement of non-game wildlife species, the provision of sporting opportunities for game species,
and the enhancement of many other recreational opportunities. If you haven’t already, contact MDIFW or view the
Department’s web site to access information on where the WMAs are located and what you might find in visiting them.
--Ryan Robicheau
Lands Management Biologist

Wildlife Resource Assessments

WMS staff work with biologists of the Division’s Wildlife Resource Assessment Section (WRAS) to conduct population
surveys and inventories; they also assist WRAS biologists as they prepare wildlife species assessments and management
systems. Other sections of this report describe these many activities.

Environmental Assessment

State and Federal environmental agencies, municipal governments, consultants, landowners, and businesses regularly
ask regional biologists to assess the effect of development and changes in land use on wildlife or wildlife habitat. Over an
average year, WMS biologists provide 1,900 such assessments as they worked with these various entities to encourage
land-use decisions that are sensitive to the habitat needs of wildlife. This is demanding and sometimes controversial work
- oftentimes resulting in land use decisions not altogether welcomed by the landowner.

While the number of requests has increased, the most notable change is the size and complexity of the projects staff are
reviewing. We have seen a wave of new energy development technologies requiring staff to develop new review criteria
and protocol to detect and measure potential wildlife impacts. We have also seen many project applicants request pre-
application consultation meetings to incorporate wildlife needs/concerns during the project design phase rather than after
they submit a plan to LURC or DEP. Just as the sophistication of project applicants and project design has increased
dramatically, the WRAS staff continue to update our wildlife habitat data using new resources and protocols to provide
more accurate and consistent data to all project applicants.
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Animal Damage Control

Although wildlife has many positive attributes, it can, at times, become a nuisance or pose a hazard. It is the function
of the Division’s Animal Damage Control (ADC) program to address and remedy such problems. Wildlife biologists,
game wardens, and over 200 registered ADC agents handle hundreds of nuisance wildlife complaints annually. Many
complaints involve beaver plugging culverts or building dams which flood roads or other developments. The ADC
program also responds to problems involving coyotes, bear, deer, moose, turkey, Canada geese, and numerous “house
and garden” complaints involving raccoons, skunks, woodchucks, and squirrels.
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Deer Wintering Areas

During the winter, when snow conditions force deer to “yard up” in softwood stands, WMS biologists conduct aerial
surveys to locate and map deer wintering areas (DWAs). After biologists locate DWAs, they conduct ground surveys

to assess the number of deer using the area and the characteristics of the wintering area’s softwood cover. In Maine’s
unorganized towns, biologists use this information to develop long-term, cooperative management agreements with
forest landowners; or they may present it to the Land Use Regulation Commission (LURC), which has the authority to
zone the deer wintering area if it meets certain established standards. In the organized towns, wildlife biologists provide
the municipalities with maps showing DWA locations.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>