Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for Carex capillaris

f\-l.-f_l]lt‘.: ) Agencies | Online Services | Help | @, Search Maine.gov L7 Select Language | V¥

DEFPARTMENT OF Contact Us | Get Email/SMS Updates | News | Online Services | Sitemap

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

About DACF | Animals & Plants | Forest | Geology | Recreation | Farming | Planning | Licensing & Regulations [ Bureaus & Programs

DACF Home — Bureaus & Programs — Maine Natural Areas Program — Communities, Plants, and Animals — Rare Plants — Carex capillaris
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Focus Areas

Communities, Plants

and Animals Carex capillaris L.
Natural Communities )
and Ecosystems Capillary Sedge
Rare Plants e State Rank: S2

e Global Rank: G5
e State Status: Special Concern

Invasive Plants

Ecological Inventory

and Monitoring Habitat: Damp, springy, or mossy calcareous woods,
thickets, shores, and wooded swamps. [Rocky summits
and outcrops (non-forested, upland); Non-tidal

State and Global Rarity ' rjyershore (non-forested, seasonally wet); Forested

Rare Animals

Ranks wetland; Open wetland, not coastal nor rivershore (non-
Survey Forms forested, Wetland)]
Maps, Data, and Range: Arctic/alpine regions of Canada south to New
Technical Assistance England, and west across the northern U.S. to

Ecological Reserves Saskatchewan.

Carex genus is usually difficult and dependent upon
Arather technical characters. C. capillaris is the sole
¥species in our region in the section Capillares. It is
identified by its densely tufted growth, cluster of basal
leaves, spreading pistillate spikes, and its 2-ribbed, short-

Ecological characteristics: In Maine this sedge is
known to occur in a variety of calcium-rich, wet habitats,
including ledges, talus slopes, ditches, cedar swamps,
Mand bogs.

Phenology: Fruits late June - August.

Family: Cyperaceae

; ']|' Synonyms: Represented in Maine by ssp. capillaris.

' Synonyms include Carex capillaris L. var. elongata Olney

ex Fern.; Carex capillaris L. ssp. robustior (Drej. ex
Lange) Bécher. Subspecies fuscidula (V. Krecz. ex
Egorova) A. & D. Love occurs in New Hampshire.

Known Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been
documented from a total of 14 town(s) in the following
county(ies): Aroostook, Oxford, Piscataquis, Somerset.

Reason(s) for rarity: At southern limit of range;
calcareaous habitat is naturally scarce.

Conservation considerations: Unknown. Usually
grows in semi-open areas, not under dense forest cover.
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Support DACF
Programs

Maine State Park Passes
Volunteer
Specialty License Plates

Outdoor Heritage Fund
Lottery Ticket

Donations & More

Contact

Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry
22 State House Station

18 Elkins Lane

Augusta, ME 04333

More Locations

Phone: (207) 287-3200
Fax: (207) 287-2400
TTY: Maine Relay 711
DACE@Maine.gov
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